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Welcome to the 169th Edition of The Leadership Ledger. It 
includes post, department and national reports, leadership 

training events, upcoming conferences/conventions as well as 
rules and regulations pertaining to local, state and national laws. 
The Ledger is available by visiting the Department’s website at 
mainelegion.org under “News & Events” or on the home page. If 
you have any information to be published in The Leadership Ledger, 
please forward to Dept. HQ via email at: legionme@mainelegion.org

The American Legion, Department of Maine  
5  Verti Drive, Winslow, Maine  04901-0727

www.mainelegion.org | legionme@mainelegion.org | 207-873-3229
www.facebook.com/TALDepartmentofMaine

THE LEADERSHIP LEDGER Vol. 7   Issue 15
Sept. 3, 2026

Upcoming Holiday: 
The Department Office will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 7 for Labor Day. Please plan 
accordingly. Thank you!

$10 Bag 
Lunch

Legion, Auxiliary, and Sons members are invited to the following events:

Meet & Greet | Friday Sept. 25: Bath Post 21, 200 Congress Ave, Bath. 
Doors open at 3:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be served.

Dinner & Karaoke | Saturday Sept. 26: Bath Post 21, 200 Congress Ave, 
Bath. Dinner runs 4:30 - 6:00 p.m., karaoke to follow.

Click Here to View Fall Conference Tentative Agenda

7
ATTENTION! Any Veteran who has served in Gagetown 
and has any direct knowledge of any medical issues 
relating to that service, please contact Jerry DeWitt 
207-576-0376 or jdewitt.tcmhs@gmail.com for 
immediate response.

Click 
to view 

enlarged 
letter.

http://www.mainelegion.org
mailto:legionme%40mainelegion.org%20?subject=
http://www.mainelegion.org
mailto:legionme%40mainelegion.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/TALDepartmentofMaine 
https://mainelegion.org/pages/news-events/fall-conference.php
https://mainelegion.org/media/Fall_Conference/Tentative_2026_FALL_CONFERENCE_MEETING_AGENDA2.pdf
mailto:jdewitt.tcmhs%40gmail.com?subject=
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/8a9cd473-0b62-4aeb-8801-3486bf5ff1a2.pdf
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Department Commander 
Joseph Michaud asks for 

your help in fully supporting 
Special Olympics of Maine 
and Camp Tall Pines.

Special Olympics of Maine 
was deeded property on 
Lower Range Pond in 1993. 
They created Camp Tall Pines, 5 ½ acres of beauty to offer 
year-round vacationing experiences to persons with intellectual 
disabilities.

It is a traditional summer camp complete with cabins and 
waterfront activities.  In fact, one of the cabins was provided by 
the Legion Family.

The Commander’s Project is focused on raising funds to 
maintain The American Legion Cabin at Camp Tall Pines, 
support a new generation of campers, and highlight the 
importance of supporting the athletes of Special Olympics of 
Maine.

Some of the programs for Special Olympics of Maine:
•	 19 Olympic style individual and team sports
•	 Unified Sports
•	 Special Olympics College Club
•	 Young Athletes Program
•	 Law Enforcement Torch Run
•	 Lobster Dip
•	 Golf Competitions
•	 Camp Tall Pines

Your financial support will fund year-round sports training, 
health screening, and leadership programs for people with 
intellectual disabilities.

Contributions to the Commander’s Project will cover vital 
expenses like equipment, transportation, uniforms, and ensure 
no one is left on the sidelines.

Contributions to Special Olympics of Maine will also help fund 
The American Legion cabin at Camp Tall Pines and ensure our 
name proudly continues to support Maine children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities.

Donations can be made to The American Legion Dept. of 
Maine, 5 Verti Drive, Winslow, ME 04901-0727. Please place 
in the memo line of the check: Special Olympics of Maine 
or Commander’s Project 2026-2027

If you would like to donate with a Debit or Credit Card, 
please call 207-873-3229 or visit: www.mainelegion.
org and click on the DONATE button and select 
"Commander's Project" from the dropdown.

View the Commander's Project Brochure

COMMANDER’S PROJECT
2026-27
Department Commander  
Joseph "Joe" Michaud asks that each 
Post and Legionnaire support his goal! District 3 – Androscoggin: Sept. 21, Livermore Falls Post 10, 

6:30 p.m.

District 9 – Kennebec:  Sept. 16, Oakland Post 51, 6:00 p.m., 
Cmdr. Jeffrey Flye and Adj, Tina Zabierek

District 13 – Penobscot: Sept. 13, Brewer Post 98, 2:00 p.m.

District 14 – Piscataquis: Sept. 19, Guilford Post 116,
 6:30 p.m.

District 17 – Aroostook: Sept. 20, Stockholm Post 136, 
12:00 p.m., Meal with Meeting at 1:00 p.m.

District Meetings
Be Connected • Be Heard • Be Informed 

SEPTEMBER 2026

CAMP TALL PINES

Thomas College, 180 West River Rd.
Waterville, ME 04901

February 13, 2027, at 9:00 a.m.  
**All contestants should plan to arrive between 8 and 8:30 a.m.**

Snow Date: February 20, 2027
Information packets will be emailed and mailed to 
schools and posts soon. Please be on the lookout!

Applications must be received by your local American Legion 
Post by Dec. 5, 2026.

Attention District Officer(s): Please submit a copy of the 
Oratorical Scholarship Application of the “Winner Only” 

representing your District to Department HQ by Jan. 25, 2027.

Department of Maine HS Oratorical Scholarship 
Application

Department of Maine Oratorical Brochure
2027 Oratorical Official Rules

One Sheet Oratorical Program Flyer
Oratorical Promotional Brochure - National

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Volunteers are needed to help with the 
program (judges, tabulators, room monitors, etc.). If interested, 

please call Dept. HQ at 207-873-3229

High School 
Oratorical 
Scholarship 
Program

Help Support The Maine American Legion 
Oratorical Scholarship Program by Donating Today!

To Donate with Debit or Credit Card visit 
www.mainelegion.org and click on the DONATE 
button, or scan the QR Code with your phone. 
Select the Oratorical Contest listed under the 
“Use this donation for” dropdown menu and 
select Donate with Debit or Credit Card.

Donations may also be made by check payable to The American 
Legion, Department of Maine, earmarked “Oratorical Program.” 
Mail to The American Legion, Department of Maine, 5 Verti Drive, 
Winslow, ME 04901-0727.

http://www.mainelegion.org
http://www.mainelegion.org
https://mainelegion.org/media/misc/Commanders_Project_2026-2027_-_.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2027_Oratorical_Application_FILLABLE.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2027_Oratorical_Application_FILLABLE.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2027-Oratorical_Brochure_Maine.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2027-Oratorical-Official-Rules.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2027_Americanism-One-Sheet-Oratorical-Poster.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2027_Oratorical-Promo-Brochure.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/pages/programs/oratorical.php
https://mainelegion.org/pages/programs/oratorical.php
https://mainelegion.org/pages/programs/oratorical.php
https://mainelegion.org/pages/programs/oratorical.php
https://mainelegion.org/pages/programs/oratorical.php
http://www.mainelegion.org
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5E3XEH4ENNM4
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Commander's Project: 
Special Olympics/Camp Tall Pines

Houlton Post 47...............................................................$700
Houlton Squadron 47.......................................................$200
Randy Wright...................................................................$100
Lillian Fogg......................................................................$100

General Fund
Lawrence F Rakovan......................................................$300

Blind Camp
Presque Isle Post 88.......................................................$100 

Sisters in Arms/Betsy Ann Ross
ALR Chapter 51 - Oakland...............................................$750
ALR Chapter 42  -  Damariscotta .......................................$500
ALR Chapter 86 - Gray.....................................................$200

Homeless Vets
ALR Chapter 51 - Oakland...............................................$750
ALR Chapter 42  -  Damariscotta .......................................$500
ALR Chapter 40 - Winthrop.............................................$500
ALR Chapter 80 - Millinocket ..........................................$500
ALR Chapter 86 - Gray....................................................$200
ALR Chapter 135 - Sabattus.............................................$200

Vets & Childrens Foundation
ALR Chapter 51 - Oakland...........................................$1,100
ALR Chapter 40 - Winthrop.............................................$500
ALR Chapter 9 - Machias................................................$460
ALR Chapter 86 - Gray....................................................$200
ALR Chapter 135 - Sabattus.............................................$200

DONATIONS
The American Legion Department of Maine

Label donations can be made online by Clicking Here, 
scanning the QR code with your phone, 

or by visiting www.mainelegion.org and 
clicking on the “Donate” button.  Please be 
sure to notate “Labels” in the notes so we 
can identify your donation. 
To pay by check, mail to: The American 
Legion, Department of Maine, 5 Verti Drive, Winslow, ME 
04901-0727

Label Donations over $50 receive special donor gift(s) 
as our thanks to you: 
Donate $50-99 and receive a 2026 Distinguished Donor 
Lapel Pin

Donate $100-149 and receive a 2026 Distinguished Donor 
Lapel Pin and Lobster Lapel Pin.

Donate $150 or more and receive a 2026 Distinguished 
Donor Lapel Pin, a Lobster Lapel Pin, and the NEW American 
Legion 250th Anniversary Challenge Coin.

Received Your 2026 Labels and 
Would Like to Make a Donation?

Distinguished Donor Pins for 2022, 23, 24, 
& 25 are also available upon request at $50 

each or 3 for $100.
Limited Supply Available!

Fall Sweepstakes 
Coming Soon 
in the Mail!
Win Up to $1,500!
Donate $5 for one ticket, $10 for three tickets, $15 for 
six tickets, or $25 for all 12 tickets. Want even MORE 
chances to win? Donate $40, and we’ll double your 
entries with an additional 12 tickets!  DONATE $75 or 
more, and we’ll QUADRUPLE your entries for a total of 
48 tickets! We will fill them in for you here at Department 
HQ. 
The first prize is $1,500, the second prize is $500, the 
third prize is $300, and the fourth prize is $200. The 
drawing will take place at Fall Conference on Sept. 26.

For more information, please call Department HQ at 207-873-3229.

Coins and pins can be purchased online by visiting  www.
mainelegion.org, by scanning the QR code with your 

phone, or by check/money order. Make 
check payable to The American Legion, 
Department of Maine and mail to 5 Verti 
Drive, Winslow, ME 04901-0727.

Please include $7 shipping and handling. 
Coins and pins are also available for free 
pickup.

All proceeds go towards helping veterans in the state of 
Maine, their families, and various programs in The American 
Legion, Department of Maine. 

For questions, please call the Department at 207-873-3229.

Support Maine Veterans With 
a Coin and/or Pin Purchase

While Supplies Last!

250th Anniversary Challenge Coins: $20 
Maine Be The One Challenge Coins: $10

Lobster Lapel Pins: $10

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5E3XEH4ENNM4
http://www.mainelegion.org
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5E3XEH4ENNM4
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5E3XEH4ENNM4
http://www.mainelegion.org
http://www.mainelegion.org
https://form.jotform.com/243175980903159
https://form.jotform.com/243175980903159
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	 Cutoff Dates    		  Renewal Mail Dates 
	 May 13, 2026		  July 1-8, 2026 
	 September 9, 2026 	 October 3-9, 2026
	 October 14, 2026 	 November 7-13, 2026
	 December 9, 2026 	 January 2-8, 2027
	 February 10, 2026 	 March 2-9, 2027 
	 April 14, 2027		  May 1-7, 2027 

Transmittals not received by the cutoff date may not 
prevent a subsequent renewal notice from being  

delivered at or around the renewal date. Please note, 
renewals transmitted and received by the cutoff (which 
is also a National Target Date) will be updated prior 
to printing renewal notices, assuming they can be  
successfully scanned. Membership that must be  
hand-keyed (new members and renewals that can’t be scanned) 
will take longer to process. Please transmit as early and as often 
as possible in advance of the Target Dates to help avoid delays 
in processing. 

Early Bird/NEF Kickoff	        September 10, 2026          50%
Fall Meetings	        	        October 14, 2026               55%
Veterans Day		         November 12, 2026           65%
Pearl Harbor Day	        December 9, 2026             75%
Mid-Winter	        	        January 13, 2027                80%
Presidents Day	       	        February 10, 2027              85%
Legion Birthday	       	        March 10, 2027                   90%
Children & Youth	        April 14, 2027                      95%
Armed Forces Day                 May 12, 2027                     100%
Delegate Strength                 30 Days Prior to National 		
			          Convention

Squadron Forms/
Applications

Print a SAL Membership Application
Squadron Officers Form

Consolidated Squadron Report - fillable 
Annual Squadron Data Report - fillable 

Click Here for the Latest Membership Report

Membership                  Reports

The American Legion’s success depends entirely on  
active membership, participation and volunteerism. The 

following monthly reports located on: www.legion.org/
about/reports/membership-impact provide a summary of 
membership, participation and volunteerism making an impact 
in the lives of veterans, families and communities. American 
Legion Posts can share the many ways Legionnaires are 
making a difference in their communities by submitting 
consolidated post reports online. To visit the impact 
American Legion posts made throughout the year, visit: 
www.legion.org/about/reports or www.legion.org/about/
reports/membership-impact

District Meeting 
Calendar Forms 
Available Online!
Click Here or visit: 

www.mainelegion.org 
under Forms/Application

Attention: District 
Commanders & Adjutants 

If your Post has not done so already, please 
fill out the Annual Post Data Report form 

and mail it back to Dept. HQ ASAP, or scan & 
e-mail it to: legionme@mainelegion.org. 
The Consolidated Post Report (CPR), Post 

Officers Form, Notification of Post/Squadron 
Commanders & Adjutants Form, and instructions 
relating to submission information and 
deadline requirements were also mailed. 
Please return these completed documents 
to Dept. HQ before the deadline indicated.
For more information, please call 

Department HQ at 207-873-3229. Thank 
you for your prompt reply!

Commanders & Adjutants: 
Post/District Reports and Forms

The Consolidated Post Report (C
PR), established in 1975 by Resolution No. 7 (October 19

74), doc-

uments each post’s activities for June 1–May 31. C
ombined with other posts’ data, it s

upports the 

National Commander’s testimony on Capitol Hill u
nder our federal charter. Your post’s story gains 

strength when told collectively.

If your post did not participate in a listed program, or you cannot obtain data by the deadline, leave that 

section blank. If y
ou ran only one program, report th

at one. When exact numbers are not available, use 

a reasonable estimate.

Many items ask for counts (e.g., funeral honors provided, service-officer cases). Some ask for dollars 

(e.g., National Emergency Fund donations). Do not report cents; round to the nearest dollar.

Type or print clearly in black or dark blue ink. For check boxes, an “X” means “Yes”; leave blank for “N
o”.

Alternatively, the CPR can also be completed online at MyLegion.org. Sign in, select Consolidated Post 

Reports, and complete the form. Posts are encouraged to use this method and update their figures 

throughout the year by using the “save draft” fe
ature. Do not forget to select “submit” b

y July 1. N
ation-

al Headquarters will re
ceive the CPR submission and your department gets a copy automatically. The 

online form opens before the end of November and remains available through July 1.

If using a paper form, send a copy to your department by its due date and keep the original on file at 

the post. You may also scan and email forms to CPRandCSRforms@legion.org.

For activities not captured well (e.g., chaplain visitations), attach a brief narrative with photos or clip-

pings. National staff review these and may share highlights with The American Legion Magazine.

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Consolidated Post Report2025-2026

Department Reminder: July 1 is
 the final date for tra

nsmittal to National Headquarters for post 

reports to be included in the national tabulation for the specified reporting year.

30-010 (2026)     A
rtwork #: 71IA1125

MAIL: 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

 

ATTN: IT/MEMBER SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

P.O. BOX 1954 

 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46206

SCAN & EMAIL: CPRandCSRforms@legion.org

                 Post Officers Form (Page 1 of 2)

OVER 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

COMMANDER
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS
TOWN ST ZIP

ADJUTANT
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS
TOWN ST ZIP

1ST VICE COMMANDER
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS
TOWN ST ZIP

2ND VICE COMMANDER
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS
TOWN ST ZIP

FINANCE OFFICER
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS
TOWN ST ZIP

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

NAME
MAILING ADDRESS

TOWN ST ZIP

SERVICE OFFICER
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS
TOWN ST ZIP

POST OFFICERS 20_____ - 20_____ 

DEPARTMENT OF MAINE, THE AMERICAN LEGION

ELECTED DATE: ______/______/______ POST No.______________

ID NUMBER HOME PHONE CELL PHONE
E-MAIL ADDRESS

ID NUMBER HOME PHONE CELL PHONE
E-MAIL ADDRESS

HOME PHONE
CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

HOME PHONE
CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

HOME PHONE
CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

HOME PHONE
CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

HOME PHONE
CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

PRINT

SAVE

E-MAIL

Click Here to View the Status of Your
Post/District Report and Form Submissions

Q: How many 
cars did the US 
manufacture in 

1941, prior to 
Pearl Harbor, 

and how many 
were produced 

afterward until the War's end in 1945 ? 
~ Submitted by Dwayne Hatfield, Mars Hill Post 118

MILITARYMILITARY

Available online at 
mainelegion.org: 
www.mainelegion.
org/pages/
formsapplications.php
It’s fast and easy!

 Warrant 
Templates 

All Post/District 
Officer Positions

2026-2027 National 
Membership Target Dates

2027 Membership Renewal Schedule

https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/salapplication.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/Squadron_Officers_2021.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/SAL_Consolidated_Squadron_Report__(CSR)_-_fillable.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/Annual_Squadron_Data_Report_(SDR)_-_filable.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/6c1d88d5-ef8d-42db-9f13-4ffe62c34305.pdf
https://www.legion.org/about/reports/membership-impact
http://www.legion.org/about/reports/membership-impact
http://www.legion.org/about/reports/membership-impact
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/about/reports
http://www.legion.org/about/reports/membership-impact
http://www.legion.org/about/reports/membership-impact
https://mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
https://mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
http://www.mainelegion.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/8f51f897-eebc-48b4-b9a5-9c30d74433e7.pdf
https://www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
https://www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
https://www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
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PROCESSING MEMBERSHIP
MyLegion.org Training

The last Tuesday of each month American Legion National 
Headquarters staff will present 60 to 90-minute sessions 

on topics aimed at post commanders and adjutants. Each 
session will be recorded and made available for later viewing.

Click Here to Register and 
Watch Previously Recorded Sessions

Training Tuesdays

**Attention District Commanders 
and Post Commanders & Adjutants**

MyLegion.org training lessons 
are available at State Headquarters.

If you are interested in learning how to use the site, 
please call The American Legion, Department of Maine 
Headquarters at 207-873-3229 Ext. 2 or email rachael@

mainelegion.org to set up an appointment. 
Training lessons last between 1-2 hours.

Important Info
PROCESS MEMBERSHIP – ONLINE TRANSMITTAL

Online membership processing is available for posts, 
squadrons, departments and detachments. If you submit 

a transmittal online, do not send cards or money to your 
department.
Important information to know about online membership 
processing.​
•	 Payment information is entered when finalizing the 

first transmittal and stored for future batches. A second 
transmittal cannot be finalized until the first completes. This 
hold is to ensure payment information is stored correctly 
and to prevent multiple declines. Attempting to finalize a 
transmittal prior to the first one completing will result in an 
error message. This hold is activated each time new bank 
information is entered.

•	 Open batches are to be finalized within 14 days. Reminders 
to submit are emailed to adjutants and are deleted if no 
action is taken. All members in the transmittal will have to 
be re-entered in a new batch.

•	 Pending transmittals in process must complete before any 
adjustments can be made. Renewing a member for the 
incorrect membership year or any other adjustments are to 
be reported to your department.

•	 Current processing time is an average of 10 days. Member 
records are updated when the batch is posted. Review 
transmittal history to view batch status.

•	 There is a $10,000 batch limit. Amounts higher than that 
should be broken down to separate transmittals that meet 
the limit.

•	 Stored bank information can be updated when finalizing 
a transmittal. On the payment window, select “Update 
Account Information”.

•	 Declined batches can be resubmitted. Contact myLegion 
support for questions regarding declined batches.

Click Here for More MyLegion.Org Training

MyLegion.org Step-by-Step 
Instructions for:

Account Registration, Membership 
Processing, Group Permissions & More

MyLegion Video Training Series

All Legion Posts in 
the state of Maine 

qualify for Sales Tax 
Exemption. If your Post 
currently does not have 
a Certificate for Sales 
Tax Exemption, please 
call Dept. Headquarters 
for assistance at 207-
873-3229 so we can 
send you a packet 
containing detailed instructions on how to obtain this status. 

Is Your Post Utilizing Its' 
Sales Tax Exemption?

Legion FAQs
Q: What are the eligibility dates for 
membership in The American Legion?

A: Thanks to the LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get 
Involved in Opportunities for National Service 
Act) signed into law on July 30, 2019, the current 
eligibility period is Dec. 7, 1941, to the present, and 
includes the current war campaigns. 
Previously, there were seven declared war periods. 
Now there are two: the current war period dating 
back to World War II and another covering World 
War I. 
No other restrictions to American Legion 
membership have changed.

The American Legion offers a variety of 
training programs, events designed to 

educate and prepare members and leaders 
throughout the organization.

Check out training opportunities here.

http://www.MyLegion.org
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training/training-tuesdays
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training/training-tuesdays
http://MyLegion.org
mailto:rachael%40mainelegion.org?subject=
mailto:rachael%40mainelegion.org?subject=
https://mylegion.org/personifyebusiness/Resources/Help/Help-My-Groups#_Toc66914087
https://mainelegion.org/media/Membership/MyLegion.org_Step_by_Step_Insructions_-_Reg-Mbr_Processing_and_More_-__01112024.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Membership/MyLegion.org_Step_by_Step_Insructions_-_Reg-Mbr_Processing_and_More_-__01112024.pdf
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8339635
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training
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The Old American Legion Post
By Eliot Post 188 Historian (and Past Post Commander 

& Historian of York Post 56 ) Donald G. Hands

Part Three: The Four Pillars
“No, no, no. Parade and uniforms were important, but The 

American Legion isn’t all about the parades or uniforms. It was, 
and is, all about the veterans and supporting our way of life 
as Americans. The parades showed the public the Legion, but 
there was a lot that went on behind the scenes.” 

“Like what?”
“Look here,” he handed me a pamphlet entitled The Four 

Pillars.
“What do they mean by pillars?”
“Pillars are the large stone structures that hold up the roof. In 

this case, it means the beliefs and the missions of The American 
Legion.” 

“Oh.” 
I see the first one is, “Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation. 

What is that all about?”
“Keep reading,” the man urged. 
I read out loud, slowly trying to understand it all.
For more than 90 years, The American Legion has acted as 

the nation’s leading advocate for proper health care, economic 
opportunity and legal benefits for U.S. military veterans. 
The Legion was instrumental in the creation of the Veterans 
Administration in 1930, and an ardent supporter of its elevation 
to cabinet status when it became the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in 1989. The relationship between VA and The American 
Legion continues to evolve today. As it has for decades, The 
American Legion continues to aggressively lobby for adequate 
funding of VA health care, timely access to facilities, fair 
rulings on benefit claims, and economic opportunities for those 
who have come home changed by their military experiences. 
A nationwide network of American Legion department service 
officers works diligently to assist veterans as they pursue 
benefits and care they earned and deserve. At the local, state and 
national levels, thousands of Legionnaires provide countless 
hours to help veterans obtain their benefits. The American 
Legion provides professional representation in claims appeals, 
discharge disputes and transition assistance from active-duty to 
civilian status throughout the country.

The second pillar is “National Security.”
 The National Security Division of The American Legion 

represents the organization’s positions on national defense, 
homeland security and quality of life for our service members 
and their families. Since its inception, The American Legion 
has steadfastly supported a strong national defense. The 
American Legion closely monitors issues that are most relevant 
to our nation’s vital security interests. The American Legion 
works closely with each branch of the U.S. Armed Forces 
in an effort to stay well informed about issues that affect our 
troops and our military families. As such, The American Legion 
continues to make troop strength and military quality of life a 
top priority. The American Legion’s national-security position 
is multifaceted... 
Continue Reading Part Three in the next Leadership Ledger

Please note that 
the annual 

dues for Past 
C o m m a n d e r s 
Club are $5.00 per 
member. 

Click Here or visit www.mainelegion.org under Forms/
Application to download an application. If you haven’t 
paid your Past Commanders Club dues yet, please do 
so today!

See Page 11 for PCC Form

PAST COMMANDERS CLUB 

How To Locate a Legion Post's 
Contact Information 

Post addresses can be found by visiting www.legion.org 
and clicking on FIND A POST.

Direct Link: 
https://mylegion.org/
PersonifyEbusiness/
Find-a-Post
FIND A POST can also 
be obtained by visiting 
www.mainelegion.
org and selecting the POST 
LOCATOR button.
1. Visit www.legion.org
2. Select FIND A POST located 
at the top of the website to the 
left of the JOIN, RENEW, and 
DONATE buttons.  
3. Check off Show results under 
More Search Options 
4. Click on Specific Location 
and type the city, state, or zip 
code.
5. Scroll down and hit GO
6. Select View Details to obtain 
information about the Post, including contact information, post 
meeting information, dues amount, etc.  

Click Here 
to read the August issue

Upcoming Submission 
Deadline - November Issue: 

Oct. 16

The Maine Legionnaire

250th Anniversary Challenge Coins: $20 

Maine Be The One Challenge Coins: $10

Lobster Lapel Pins: $10

AUG 2026

39 Pages

Joseph “Joe” Michaud, newly elected American 
Legion Department of Maine Commander, has 

always carried his Van Buren roots with pride. Born 
in Van Buren, Maine, on 
March 5, 1954, Joe grew 
up in the small Northern 
Maine town he still calls 
home. After graduating 
from Van Buren District 
High School in 1972, he 
answered the call to serve 
by entering the United 
States Air Force. He 
completed Basic Training 
at Lackland AFB, Texas, 
and technical training 

at Sheppard AFB, Texas. 
His Air Force career took 
him from Loring AFB 

in Limestone, Maine, to Palgonsan, Korea; Eglin 
AFB, Florida, where he served as a Command 
Post Specialist; Kunsan, Korea; McChord AFB in 
Tacoma, Washington; and Castle AFB in Merced, 
California.

Using the GI Bill, Joe continued building his 
future by earning an Associate Degree in Computer 
Science from Hesser College in Manchester, New 
Hampshire.

Over the next 42 years, Joe worked in a variety 

of fields, including construction, retail sales, and 
commercial cleaning. No matter where life took him, 
his connection to home remained strong. Eventually, 
he returned to Van Buren, where he is now deeply 
involved in his community and local church.

Joe has been a proud member of The American 
Legion for 32 years, and his commitment to 
veterans, service, and community is evident in the 
many leadership roles he has held. He served three 
years as Post Commander of Post 147 in Madawaska 
and six years as District 17 Commander, providing 
guidance, support, and oversight to posts throughout 
the district. A graduate of the Department of Maine 
Legion College, Joe continues to demonstrate a 
strong commitment to leadership development and 
organizational excellence.

At both the department and national levels, Joe has 
given his time and energy to numerous committees, 
including the National Americanism Committee 
and four years on the National Security Council. 
His additional committee service includes Finance, 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R), 
Scholarship, and serving as an Advisor 
to the Americanism Committee. Joe is especially 
passionate about the Dirigo State Program and 
Legion Baseball, two programs that reflect one of 
The American Legion’s Four Pillars: Children and 
Youth. Supporting these programs is close to his 
heart, and he intends to continue that dedication 

throughout the remainder of his Legion career. Joe is 
also deeply grateful to his fellow Legionnaires and 
veterans for their dedication, support, and continued 
service.

Above all, Joe is a family man. He and his 
wife, Joyce, have been married for 41 years, and 
together they are blessed with four children, nine 
grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.

Michaud to Command Maine American Legion

DEPARTMENT
 COMMANDER 

JOSEPH MICHAUD

Commander Installation: With family by 
his side, Joseph "Joe" Michaud, right, is installed as 
2026-2027 Department Commander on Saturday, 
June 13 at Jeff's Catering & Event Center, Brewer, by 
Past Department Commander/National Legislative 
Commission Chairman Matthew Jabaut, left, while 
Department National Executive Committeeman 
Alternate Kirk Thurston, back, looks on.

Coins and pins can be purchased online by 
visiting  www.mainelegion.org, by scanning 

the QR code with your phone, or by check/
money order. Make check 
payable to The American 
Legion, Department of 
Maine and mail to 5 Verti 
Drive, Winslow, ME 04901-
0727.

Please include $7 shipping and handling. 
Coins and pins are also available for free pickup.

All proceeds go towards helping veterans in 
the state of Maine, their families, and various 
programs in The American Legion, Department 
of Maine. 

For any questions, please call the Department 
at 207-873-3229.

Support Maine Veterans With a Coin 
and/or Pin Purchase

Get Yours Today, While Supplies Last!

Commander’s 
Project 2026:  

Special Olympics of 
Maine/Camp Tall Pines

Help Support 
S p e c i a l 

Olympics of Maine/
Camp Tall Pines 
Led by Department 
Commander Joseph 
"Joe" Michaud. 
See Page 2 for more information on the 
Commander's Project and ways to donate.

https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/6c7cf45c-822b-41e4-8ce4-9e161b906961.pdf?_gl=1*13e17bh*_gcl_au*OTA3MTQ1ODY4LjE3MzIxOTc5ODk.*_ga*YTlmN2VjYzktMmZlOS00M2RmLTkwMDYtNDM3YzEyNTQzZjVm*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczMjE5Nzk2OS4yLjEuMTczMjE5ODI3Mi41My4wLjA.
http://www.mainelegion.org
http://www.legion.org
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Post
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Post
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Post
http://www.mainelegion.org
http://www.mainelegion.org
http://www.legion.org
https://indd.adobe.com/view/dc80815d-ad7e-455e-b0a9-dcdcaa2ee114
https://indd.adobe.com/view/dc80815d-ad7e-455e-b0a9-dcdcaa2ee114
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SWITCH NOW

NEW: Special Offer 
for Legionnaires, Stay 
Connected for Just 
$18.95/mo

Veterans 50 years or older, 
switch and get Consumer 
Cellular’s best military offer ever. 
For just $18.95 per month*, get 
unlimited talk & text, 1GB of data, 
a FREE IRIS Easy Flip 2 phone 
and a FREE American flag phone 
case! Taxes and fees apply.
Switch to the Retired 
Military 50+ Plan & Get a 
Free Flip Phone

Stay connected for less with the Retired Military 50+ phone 
plan bundle. Experience worry-free wireless – Consumer 
Cellular uses the same towers as the big guys ranking #1 for 
network coverage* and their agents are 100% U.S. based. 
If you’re tired of overpaying for cell service make the switch 
today. It only takes about 20 minutes.

Call (888) 206-0436 and mention the “retired military 50+ 
plan” or visit online to learn more.

Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT)
No Cost LegionCare

Important Notice: 
Maintain Your Membership or Lose Coverage!

If you previously enrolled in the $5,000 Legionnaire Insurance Trust 
(LIT) No-Cost-To-You Accident Insurance Protection and missed 

paying your membership dues at any time, you will need to re-enroll! 
It is essential to maintain your membership to continue receiving the 
$5,000 No-Cost-To-You insurance. Don't risk losing your coverage!

Great news! Members can now take advantage of a $3,000 No-
Cost Accident Insurance Protection offer. This offer is available by 
mail only and must be renewed annually.

Click Here To Learn More and Sign Up

USAA is proud to 
be the Preferred 
provider of 
Insurance and 
Financial Services 
to The American 
Legion. Please visit 
usaa.com/legion or 
call 877-699-2654.

Did you know 
Wellcare 
Medicare 
Advantage 
plans 
provide more 
coverage for 
the health 
needs that 
matter most 
to veterans? 
Visit www.
thelit.com to 
learn more.
If you have 
Medicare and 
Medicaid, limited 
income, recently 
lost employer 
coverage, are 
turning 65, 
or you’ve just 
moved, you may 
be eligible for 
one of many 
qualifying events 
that allow you to 
enroll now.

MILITARY TRIVIAMILITARY TRIVIA
A: The US produced approx. 3 

million cars in 1941, but after Pearl 
Harbor until the end of WWII, it only 
produced 139 cars.

Click Here or visit: www.mainelegion.org 
under Forms/Application

Helpful Resource: 
Women Veterans Luncheon 

Checklist Guidelines

Retired Military 50+? 
Discover a wireless plan designed to help you save.

• Sept 18-20 
Portland Jetport

• Oct 16-18 
Bangor International Airport

2026 Honor Flight Maine Dates:
Flights are all charter flights on Allegiant:

https://savings.consumercellular.com/military?tfn=8882060436&utm_campaign=military&utm_content=mrp&utm_medium=email&utm_source=legion&utm_term=aug26a
https://savings.consumercellular.com/military?tfn=8882060436&utm_campaign=military&utm_content=mrp&utm_medium=email&utm_source=legion&utm_term=aug26a
https://www.thelit.com/no-cost-legioncare/
https://www.thelit.com/no-cost-legioncare/
http://usaa.com/legion
http://usaa.com/legion
https://www.wellcarenow.com/veterans/
http://www.thelit.com
http://www.thelit.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/818519d3-89df-4502-8ada-2bd7938a0e05.pdf
http://www.mainelegion.org
https://mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
https://www.honorflightmaine.org/
https://www.honorflightmaine.org/
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WOMEN VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

  

Mission: To ensure women veterans are providing 
the Department of Maine with their concerns,  

recommendations, and are being properly   

considered as equal veterans. To mentor women   

veterans seeking camaraderie and resources.   

 

Calling all Posts, Auxiliary Units and Sons Squadrons, we 
need your help.  Please scan the QR Code to contact the 

WVAC Committee on Facebook or send an email to 
wvacmaine@gmail.com for information and guidance on 

planning a gathering for women veterans.  

 

Women Veteran's Advisory Committee 
Dept. Of Maine American Legion 

Facebook Group Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/8292938890734210

https://www.facebook.com/groups/8292938890734210/


11

DEPARTMENT OF MAINE 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

 PAST COMMANDERS CLUB 

It is with great pride and pleasure that we the membership of Post # submit the 
names of all our living Past Commanders for membership to the Past Commanders Club. Along 
with the names, we have enclosed the annual dues of $5.00 per member with the understanding 
that this will continue to provide two (2) $500.00 scholarships. The recipient must              be the 
son/daughter, grandson/granddaughter of a member of The American Legion. 

Membership in the Past Commanders Club goes from January 1 to December 31 of each year. 

Post Adjutant 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

1. 13. 

2. 14. 

3. 15. 

4. 16. 

5. 17. 

6. 18. 

7. 19. 

8. 20. 

9. 21. 

10. 22. 

11. 23. 

12. 24. 

Use back side if additional space is required. 

SUBMIT_TO: 
The American Legion, Dept. of Maine MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
5 Verti Drive PAST COMMANDERS CLUB 
Winslow, Maine  04901-0727 

PCC_FILLABLE_5_2022 | Updated 1/11/2022 

Past Commanders Club form is also available in fillable format by visiting www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php


