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Author: Karen Grove, geologist and professor emerita, San Francisco State University 
 
This blog aims to be a "pocket geologist" for world travelers. Follow the blog to explore the 
landscapes of our planet and figure out what causes them to look the way they do. 
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January–March 2012: Argentinean Patagonia 

• 14, 22 January: Buenos Aires 
• 24, 26, 28, 29, 31 January; 2 February: Atlantic Coast including Peninsula Valdéz / 

Geopark Bryn Gwyn / Paleontology Museum Egidio Feruglio in Trelew / Punta Tombo 
penguin colony / Petrified forest near Sarmiento / Santa Cruz and Monte León National 
Park 

• 5, 7 February: Glaciers on the eastern edge of the Andes around El Calafate and Perito 
Moreno glacier 

• 9, 12 February: The “end of the world”—the southern end of Tierra del Fuego around 
Ushuaia including Tierra del Fuego national park 

• 15, 18, 20 February: The eastern flank of the Andes—glaciers and mountains (e.g., 
Cerros Torre and Fitzroy) around El Chaltén 

• 24 February: farther north along the eastern flank of the Andes including the famous 
Route 40, Cueva de las Manos (Cave of the Hands) 

• 29 February: the Argentinean lake district including area around Bariloche and San 
Martín de los Andes 

• 6, 11 March; 3 April: return to Buenos Aires; Patagonia’s geologic history 
 
September–November 2015: Portugal, southern Spain (Andalusia), and northern Morocco 

• 5, 18, 23, 25, 26 September: Lisbon and Sintra in Portugal 
• 28 September: Faro on the south coast of Portugal, Jerez de la Frontera and Cádiz in 

southwestern Spain 
• 1 October: Tarifa in southernmost Spain 
• 4, 11 October: Fez, Tangier, and Asilah in Morocco 
• 11 October: Gibraltar, piece of Great Britain in Spain 
• 16, 18 October: Ronda and surrounding “white towns” including Grazalema, Zahara de 

la Sierra, and Sentenil de las Bodegas (southern Spain) 
• 23, 26 October: Granada and the Alhambra (southern Spain) 
• 27 October: Zuheros, small town between Granada and Córdoba 
• 1 November: Córdoba 
• 3 November: Sierra de Aracena and small villages such as Aracena, Linares de la Sierra, 

and Corteconcepción  
• 7, 16 November: Seville and follow up 

 
  



August 2016: Mount McLoughlin in southwestern Oregon 
 
October 2016: Southern France, from Bordeaux to Toulouse 

• 17, 18 October: Bordeaux and the wine regions of Médoc and Saint Emilion 
• 22 October: biking in the Entre-Deux-Mars region from Bordeaux to Toulouse 
• 24 October: Pyla dune on Arcachon Bay, coast west of Bordeaux 

 
July 2017: Lava Beds National Monument, northeastern California 
 
September 2017: Northwestern Argentina, eastern edge of the Andes 

• 11, 16 September: La Quebrada de Humahuaca and small towns of Tilcara (hiking with 
llamas), Iruya (remote mountains), Salina Grande (salt flats) 

• 16, 19 September: Ischigualasto National Park (fossil “heaven”), Talampaya National 
Park (red rock formations), Leoncita National Park (land sailing)  

• 25 September: San Juan Argentina (earthquake capital) 
• 25 September: Córdoba city  

 
October 2017: Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument, southwestern Oregon 
 
May 2018: Kilauea volcano in Hawai’i 
 
June 2018: Mount St. Helens volcano in southern Washington 
 
July 2018: Craters of the Moon National Monument in Idaho 
 
October 2018: Dinosaur National Monument in Utah and Colorado 
 
December 2018: Guanajuato Mexico (silver mines) 
 
September 2019: Hiking the Haute Route in the Swiss Alps; northern Italy 

• 18 September: Chamonix and western end of the Haute Route 
• 22 September: Central section of the Haute Route 
• 27 September: Eastern end of the Haute Route and Zermatt 
• 1 October: Carrara Italy (marble quarry) 
• 8 October: Cinque Terre (five towns on the northwestern coast of Italy) 

 
TO BE ADDED April–May 2020: SW Oregon 

• 20 April: The Rogue Valley region in SW Oregon: displaying 300 million years of geologic 
time 

• 27 April: Why is the Rogue Valley a valley? 
• 4 May: Sedimentary rocks tell interesting stories about the region’s history 
• 11 May: How does the Rogue Valley fit into the larger tectonic picture? 

 


