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On Sunday, May 16, after three weeks of hospitalization, Bishop Andrew
celebrated his first Liturgy in Saint Michael the Archangel church. The
opportunity to pray together again was touching for both the faithful and the
Bishop. In his sermon, bishop Andriy shared his experience and reflections
in the hospital.
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Archeparchy News

2

Philadelphia Archeparchy greets Bishop Basil Losten and
celebrates the 50th anniversary of his episcopal service
On behalf of Bishops Andriy Rabiy and Ivan Bura, the clergy, religious, and faithful of
the Philadelphia Archeparchy I greet Bishop Basil Losten and celebrate the
50th anniversary of his episcopal service.

This half century of dedication to God and the Church has been full of pioneering and
lasting ecclesial and civic achievements in diverse areas. As a priest and hierarch Bishop
Basil exercised a tireless pastoral ministry of presence and engagement. Our priests and
parishes, organizations and individual community members could count on his
participation and support in times of spiritual need, personal trial, or community crisis. His
involvement and generosity were abiding. He also demonstrated outstanding initiative and
insight, exercised decades ago — but ever relevant today.
Bishop Basil makes us proud! In the 1960s and 70s Bishop Basil spearheaded the
construction of 240 apartments extending hospitality to hundreds of low-income
Ukrainian-, African-, Asian-, and Latino-American senior citizens. In fact, to all seniors in
need. Today, as the country struggles to bring harmony among peoples and races, the
Ascension Manor towers, are a shining witness to how our Ukrainian Catholic community,
in a Christ-like manner, extends a hand to our surroundings and offers hospitality and
serves the needy and minorities in our neighborhoods.
Bishop Basil shared the good news about God’s graces in our Church, past and present!
During the 1980s Bishop Basil led a campaign to bring the plight of the underground
Church in Ukraine to the attention of the nation and the world. The 1988 celebration of
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Millennium of Christianity in Ukraine was brought to a broad global audience. Bishops
Basil’s leadership was seminal for these efforts. Millions of visitors to St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome for centuries will bow and pray before the mosaic icons of Sts. Volodymyr and Olha
that Bishop Basil sponsored.
Bishop Basil led us into the future! Bishop Basil helped our Church in Ukraine get off its
knees in the 1990s and in the 2000s left the Stamford Eparchy with a strong, youthful
presbyterate, the most diverse in our Church. The Eparchy and St. Basil’s Seminary
continue to thrive.
Bishop Basil calls us to go deep! Beginning retirement in the 2010s, he was always present
and ready to help. Bishop Losten represents a continuity among generations of faith living
communion in Christ. Most recently, Bishop Basil’s endowment of a Ukrainian Church
Studies program at the Catholic University of America pledged to foster the understanding
of the life and pastoral service of our Church in America and the world.
Bishop Basil is a man of solidarity! In the 2020s, as the senior hierarch in our Church’s
Synod of Bishops, our Jubilarian continues to be a trusted advisor to our Patriarch
Sviatoslav at a time of war in Ukraine, humanitarian crisis, pandemic and critical spiritual
and social need. He advises and provides.
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We beseech the Lord that Bishop Basil’s gifts, service, and generosity will serve the
Stamford Eparchy, our Metropolia, and the global Ukrainian Catholic Church for many
years to come. We thank you, Dear Bishop Basil, and pray that you continue to receive the
visitation of the Holy spirit and that God grant you health for Many Happy Years! Многая і
благая літа!
+Borys (Gudziak)
Archbishop-Metropolitan of Philadelphia for Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

Philadelphia Archeparchy greets bishop
Bohdan Danylo of Parma with his 50th
anniversary.
Mnohaya Lita!

5

On Sunday, May 16, Saint Michael the Archangel parish in Jenkintown elected a new
parish council. This year there was a record number of faithful present at the parish
meeting, including 118 people with full voting rights and about 24 new people who
have been members of the community for up to three years.
The newly elected chairman is Mr. Ihor Sydoryak and after the election he noted: “It is
the responsibility of the parish council to discuss problems and implement solutions. I
am very grateful to those who volunteered to be members of the council, because it is
really a dedication".
Metropolitan Borys Gudziak and Bishop Andriy Rabiy were present at the meeting. At
the end the newly elected council received a blessing from the Metropolitan.
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On May 20, the priests of the Philadelphia Deanery and wife’s of priests visited the
Metropolitan's residence in Philadelphia. The meeting began with a prayer service in
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Afterwards, the
metropolitan introduced the guests to the arrived missionaries.

On May 21, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak visited St. Nicholas School in the parish of
Minersville PA.
This school is one of the three schools still open in our Archeparchy. During his visit the
Metropolitan Borys spoke with children and school staff. Also, there are two Sisters
who work at the school: sister Zenovia and sister Natalia (Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate). Fr. Mark Fesniak and the school administration warmly welcomed and
took care of the guests.
"They have been through an unprecedented year, overcoming one challenge after
another with courage and creativity. St Nicholas School is a concrete example of the
Kingdom of God on earth", noted the Archbishop.
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Celebrating First Penance and Holy Eucharist in our parishes
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (Philadelphia)

Perth Amboy, NJ.
Rev Ivan Turyk: “This is indeed a happy occasion for our parish community, school and for
the children’s families. Even in the midst of the pandemic, our parish Catechists and
Assumption Catholic School religion instructors were able to have in-person instruction
for our communicants. That is quite a tribute to them, students and parents! Thank you for
helping to prepare our children for the greatest gift they will ever receive. We can only
hope and pray that their parents will provide the opportunities for their children to
continue to receive the Holy Eucharist at weekly Liturgy”.

Toms River, NJ
8

Rev Volodymyr Popyk: “On Sunday, May 19, 2021 the St Stephen Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Toms River, NJ celebrated First Holy Confession and Holy Communion of Nikol
Kapusniak. Our congratulations to Nikol and her family”.

25th anniversary of service in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia of
Rev Vasyl Kharuk
Today I express my sincere gratitude to the Almighty and Merciful Lord for calling me to serve in the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia twenty-five years ago.
On May 21, 1996, I began my priestly ministry in the United States
I also would like to thank all the bishops, brother-priests,nuns, monks, seminarians,all past and present
parishioners for your prayers and support.
May the Lord bless you and may the Mother of God take and keep you under her protection.
With sincere respect and love to all of you,
Fr. Wasyl
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Church News

‘Stop the clamour of arms!’
Pope tells Israeli, Palestinian leaders
Pope Francis appeals for calm in the Holy Land as escalating violence threatens to
degenerate “into a spiral of death and destruction.”
By Christopher Wells
Pope Francis appealed “in the name of God” for calm in the Holy Land, after seven days of fighting that
has left scores of people dead and hundreds more wounded.
The deaths of dozens of children among them are particularly “terrible and unacceptable," the Pope
said. “Their death is a sign that people do not want to build the future, but to destroy it.”

He warned that the ongoing violence in Israel and the Gaza Strip risks degenerating “into a spiral of
death and destruction,” with wounds to “fraternity and peaceful coexistence” that will be difficult to
heal without an immediate return to dialogue.
The Pope urged Israeli and Palestinian leaders “to stop the clamour of arms and to walk the path of
peace, with the help of the international community."
He called for “unceasing” prayer for Israelis and Palestinians to “find the path of dialogue and
forgiveness, to be patient builders of peace and justice, opening up, step-by-step, to a common hope,
to coexistence between brothers.”
Pope Francis then asked the faithful to pray for the victims of the conflict, “especially the children.”
“Let us pray for peace to the Queen of Peace,” he said, before leading them in the recitation of a Hail
Mary.
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Pope Francis sends video-message for 50th
Week of Consecrated Life
Pope Francis on Monday sends a video-message to the 50th National Week for
Institutes of Consecrated Life, which is taking place from 17-22 May.
By Vatican News staff reporter
The Claretian Institute of the Theology of the Consecrated Life (ITVC) in Rome and
the Theological Institute of Religious Life in Madrid (ITVR) this year celebrate 50 years of service
dedicated to consolidating and fortifying consecrated life in its mission throughout the world.
Pope Francis on Monday sent a video-message to participants of the 50th National Week for Institutes
of Consecrated Life, thanking its promoter Cardinal Aquilino Bocos for “continually sowing a
restlessness to understand the richness of consecrated life and to make it bear fruit.”
The Pope noted that the programme for the Madrid celebrations, which take place from the 17-22
May, had participants with a wealth of experience.

Dialogue with reality
In his message, Pope Francis said consecrated life means “consecrating oneself every day” and should
be understood in “dialogue with reality.”
“When consecrated life loses this dimension," he said, “it starts to become sterile.”
Taking inspiration from St Teresa of Avila, the Pope said she saw the reality and went ahead with
reform.
Pope Francis went on to say that, “later, along the way, there were attempts to transform that reform
into enclosure, there always are. But reform is always a journey, it is a journey in contact with reality
and the horizon in the light of a foundational charism.”
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Foundational charism
The Pope warned that “when an institute reformulates itself from charism to ideology, it loses its
identity, it loses its fruitfulness.”
“To keep alive the foundational charism means keeping it moving and growing, in dialogue with what
the Spirit is telling us in the history of the times,” he said.
He continued, saying reform “presupposes discernment and prayer. It is not possible to maintain a
foundational charism without apostolic courage, that is, without walking, without discernment, and
without prayer.”

The Holy Spirit
During this National Week, underlined Pope Francis, it is good to get together and sing and play the
guitar, but that’s not what it’s all about. He stressed that it was important “not to get lost in
formulations, in ideologies, in fears, in dialogues with ourselves,” but to be guided by the Holy Spirit.
Concluding his video-message, the Pope urged the participants not to be afraid of limits, of borders, or
of peripheries — for it is there, he said, that “the Spirit will speak to you.”

The U.S. State Department condemns repression in
annexed Crimea

The United States has condemned the Russian Federation's violation of human rights in the
annexed Crimea. The United States also promised to take part in the first summit of the Crimean
platform, which will be held at the end of August.
US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken wrote about this on Twitter on May 18 in connection with the
anniversary of the deportation of Crimean Tatars, UNN reports.
"We condemn Russia's violations of (human rights) in (occupied) Crimea, especially on May 18,
when we remember the 77th anniversary of Stalin's deportation of many Crimean Tatars from their
native Peninsula. We expect future participation in the Crimean platform summit in August. Crimea
is Ukraine," Blinken wrote.
The political and diplomatic path of the De-occupation of Crimea involves several tools, including
sanctions pressure. The United States is one of the leading countries that use this mechanism. The
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Crimean platform aims to consolidate international efforts, where U.S. support will be the key to the
success of this initiative.
The Crimean platform is a diplomatic initiative of Ukraine, and in the future — an international
coordination mechanism for returning the issue of Crimea to the agenda, protecting human rights in
Crimea and promoting the de-occupation of the peninsula.
On February 26, 2021, Volodymyr Zelensky signed a decree “on certain measures aimed at deoccupation and reintegration of the temporarily occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and the city of Sevastopol”, which decided to form an organizing committee for the
preparation and holding of the Constituent summit of the Crimean platform in Ukraine. According to
the document, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs coordinates Ukraine's participation in the activities of
the Crimean platform.
The chairman of the Organizing Committee for the preparation of the Constituent summit of the
Crimean platform is the minister of foreign affairs of Ukraine Dmytro Kuleba.
The Crimean platform is expected to be presented at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe.
The date of the Founding Summit is set for August 23, 2021, and a declaration may be adopted
based on its results.
Recall that the Russian occupation authorities in Crimea do not stop religious harassment of
Muslims, Greek Catholics, believers of the OCU, as well as representatives of other faiths.
This is stated in the Report on Religious Freedom in the world for 2020, published by the U.S. State
Department.
As of October last year, 69 Crimean residents remained behind bars for their involvement in the
Muslim political organization Hizb ut-Tahrir, which is banned in Russia but is legal in many countries,
including Ukraine.
In addition, two of Jehovah's Witnesses were serving prison sentences for their faith.
Representatives of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and other faiths are being oppressed by
the occupation authorities. Many religious communities have essentially been driven out of the
occupied peninsula by the introduction of new registration requirements.
Only the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate was exempt from these demands,
the report emphasizes.
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Spirituality and reading suggestions

Feast of Pentecost
On the fiftieth day after the Resurrection of Our Lord we celebrate the great Feast of
Pentecost. This Feast is one of the major feasts in the Church, both East and West. It is on
this day that the Church had begun. Christ our Lord founded the Church and is the
invisible Head of the Church. Our Savior had instructed and prepared His Apostles for this
day. In Acts 1:4, Jesus tells them to remain in Jerusalem “to wait for the promise of the
Father, about which you have heard Me speak.”

St. Luke writes about the twelve apostles along with the Blessed Virgin Mary were at
prayer in the upper room. (Acts 1:13-14) The Holy Spirit came in the form of tongues of
fire. In Acts 2:3, we read: “Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire,which parted
and came to rest on each one of them. The Holy Spirit, the Third Divine Person of the Most
Blessed Trinity, enlivens us and gives us strength, a new face (outlook) and make us a new
creation…
Having received the Holy Spirit, St. Peter is able to go out and begin preaching the Good
News with the fullness of power, with the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Peter had begun to
preach about the joyous news of salvation. How Our Lord redeemed mankind by His death
and Resurrection. For Christ had conquered death by His death and granted us new life.
St. Hilarion said that the Holy Spirit is the contact man has with God. His Beatitude
Sviatoslav in his sermon explained that the Holy Spirit is that spark of life, that contact that
enlivens, gives breathe, gives new life, new movement, new strength, idea (perspective),
new energy to all who open their heart to the Awesome Host of the human soul. St.
Hilarion furthermore states that one cannot truly be oneself without the Holy Spirit. St
Hilarion that it is likewise with the eye, that one cannot see without light, one cannot hear
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the word, human and Divine without ears. Our nose would not be able to smell the aroma
without the sense of smell.
The Holy Spirit gives witness to Christ. The Lord tells His Apostles: “The Advocate, the
Holy Spirit that the Father will send in My name—He will teach you everything and remind
you of all that I told you.” (John 14:26) In the Catechism, “Christ – Our Pascha”, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav teaches us that the Holy Spirit is necessary for the salvation of the
human race (humanity). Man has both an intellect and a (free) will. However, without the
grace of the Holy Spirit, we are only body and soul, and thus do not truly understand the
Spirit of God.
We Christians, faithful and dedicated followers of Christ, are to grow and develop with the
grace of the Holy Spirit, so that we might liken ourselves to Christ Himself. And as such we
are able to withstand the temptations of the evil one, the devil, and to stay away from sin
and remain faithful to Christ and His teaching. We have put on Christ. We have welcomed
the Holy Spirit into our hearts and act in the spirit of Christ so as to prepare oneself for
eternal life with God in the eternal Kingdom of Heaven. A devout spiritual life keeps us on
the straight and narrow path leading to the Kingdom of God.
May the Holy Spirit come to live within us and to guide and protect us all the days of our
earthly life. And this we pray that all of us faithful may be deemed one day worthy of entry
into the Kingdom of God, where we shall meet the Lord face-to-face.
Father George Worshchak

Only the Holy Spirit can tell your heart to say,
‘Father.’ Only the Holy Spirit opens your heart to love.
In the modern world, where everyone is accustomed to assess and evaluate, and where
everyone is in turn assessed and evaluated according to nationality, job, association with
social or cultural groups, etc., and everything has a price, God freely gives us a great gift–
the gift of the Holy Spirit. He gives Himself and His Spirit to us because He loves us
infinitely. He loves us like the Father, therefore He gives us the Spirit who adopts us and
reminds us that we are His children. God adopts so that we need not be afraid or scared
ever again. More than that, we have no need to prove ourselves worthy of this adoption
through medals, diplomas, and awards. The Spirit allows us to truly call Him “Abba”
(Father)!
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It may seem paradoxical, but there is so much noise around us, yet so little Word and
Truth. So many bright flashes, but so little Light. Many actions and movements intended to
solve our problems, but a lack of life. Many smiles but not enough joy. So much freedom
but even more walls and obstacles. We seek help in material things, people, and emotions,
yet the Savior gives us the only true help–the Holy Spirit, the water from the immortal
source, the eternal love of God burning like fire. He gives the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter,
and reveals to us the treasury of blessings. He sends us the Giver of Life whom we need to
receive just as the apostles did so that we may go forth to serve creatively, to live in God, to
reflect His light, to touch others with our touch of God.
The world tells us to think about ourselves first and foremost, to act in line with our egos.
This is totally wrong, however, because God bestows gifts designed to bear fruit. In sharing
this fruit with others, we will enrich ourselves; in giving out, we will receive
immeasurably. We will be touched again and again by His boundless love.
The apostles of Christ, having received the Holy Spirit, opened themselves to His action
and began to do unbelievable things. They prophesied, healed, and even resurrected the
dead. The disciples were able to speak languages foreign to them so that they were
understood by everyone who listened. Today many around us need a special language, the
language of love, the language of the Truth that loves, complements, heals, and resurrects.
Pope Francis tell us, “Only the Holy Spirit can tell your heart to say, ‘Father.’ Only the Holy
Spirit opens your heart to love.” Therefore, we ask you, Holy Spirit, to come heal and
cleanse every impurity and to save our souls, O Good One!
Rev Ostap Mykytchyn
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Zarvanytsia. The most significant pilgrimage center in
Ukraine
This week we will look at Zarvanytsia. Located in the Ternopil region in Western Ukraine,
Zarvanytsia is the most famous pilgrimage destination in Ukraine.
The Village of Zarvanytsia is located in a picturesque area of the Podilia region in Western
Ukraine. The River Strypa flows through it and carries its calm waters through the valleys
and into the Dniester River. On three sides, the village is surrounded by low hills covered
with dense forest. The diversity of trees, caves and canyons form a scenic landscape.
According to local tradition, the village received its current name with the miraculous icon
of the Mother of God in 1240, during the time of the Tater-Mongol Yoke in Ukraine. Earlier
that same year, Kyiv was invaded and the Church of Tithes and many monasteries were
destroyed. Trying to save their lives, the monks fled. The survivors made their way to
Galicia seeking protection from local princes who had agreements with Batu Khan.
The miraculous icon of the Mother of God
The legend tells of one of the Kyivan monks, a native of
Galicia, who managed to escape the invaders. On his way to
Terebovlia, he stopped in the woods for a night, exhausted
from hunger and his wounds. The monk sincerely prayed for
his war-torn land, asking for the intercession of the Mother
of God, yet soon fell asleep while praying. In a dream, the
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared with two angels holding white
lilies. The Mother of God blessed the monk and touched him
with Her omophorion. The monk woke up and saw a
beautiful valley surrounded by a wreath of dense forest.
Suddenly a spring of clear water shone in the dewy grass,
and above it, the icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the
baby Jesus in her arms flashed with celestial brightness. The
monk fell to his knees and prayed earnestly while washing his wounds. Soon his strength
returned to him, and in honour of this miracle, the monk built a cell in a cave and placed
the icon there.
He also called the place where he fell asleep – Zarvanytsia (from Ukrainian – zarvav).
People heard about the miraculous cure and started coming from everywhere, hoping to
be cured as well. According to another legend, even prince Vasylko of Terebovlia was
healed through the mediation of the Mother of God of Zarvanytsia.
In 1867 Pope Pius IX granted Zarvanytsia the status of a sanctuary. The icon of the Mother
of God was crowned and moved from the chapel to a brick church thanks to a local priest
Fr Porfiry Mandyczewsky
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During the Second World War, the miraculous icon of the Mother of God of Zarvanytsia
was hidden by the villagers, as they feared its destruction. The icon was returned to the
church only in 1989 when services resumed after the era of Soviet bans.
Icon of the Crucified Savior
The icon of the Mother of God of Zarvanytsia was not the only shrine of the pilgrimage site.
One summer evening in 1740, a resident of the village, Stefan Ryzan, went out into the field
and noticed a ray from the sky illuminating the image of the Crucified Savior. The oxen,
which the peasant was riding, fell to their knees under the influence of this light.
The image of the Crucified Jesus was taken and placed in a wooden church. During the fire
of 1754, the church burned down, but the icon remained intact. As a valuable miraculous
relic, it was solemnly transferred to the new church, built in 1754 at the expense of Count
Myonchynsky, the then owner of the village.
In 1944, the miraculous icon of Christ Crucified was taken to Lviv at the end of the war,
and it disappeared without a trace afterwards.
Pilgrimage despite obstacles
Over the centuries, Zarvanytsia, as a village and a place of pilgrimage, has repeatedly
suffered from enemies. At the end of the 17th century, the town was destroyed by the
Turks. In the 19th century, after the abolition of serfdom, Jews took advantage of social
inequality and, by buying peasant property, actually took possession of
Zarvanytsia. Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky spent much time and money to buy back this
holy place from Jews at the beginning of the 20th century.
However, it never ceased being a place of pilgrimage. In 1894 a chapel was built in the
forest above the miraculous spring. Zarvanytsia became more and more famous across the
world. Every Sunday and holiday in the summer months, thousands of people visited the
shrine from different parts of Western Ukraine, although most pilgrims came in May. The
festivities began with the Divine Liturgy in the church or a chapel near the church, and
then the procession went to the chapel and the stream. Prayers were recited there and
water was blessed. Many visitors brought their sick friends and family. On their knees,
they prayed to God and the Blessed Virgin Mary to give them healing from various
ailments.
During the First World War, the church was damaged by shells, but it was Soviet rule that
caused the most significant damage to this place of pilgrimage.
When the UGCC was persecuted in the post-war period, the Soviet authorities did
everything possible to prevent people from coming to Zarvanytsia. In 1946, the authorities
destroyed the monastery and banned pilgrimages. However, people continued to go to the
Mother of God to ask for her intercession. Authorities then decided to destroy the spring
itself, blowing up the chapel above it in 1960 and fencing the area with barbed wire. But,
even this did not stop the pilgrims. On the contrary, it provoked an even more significant
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influx of people who, hiding from the NKVD, came to the stream at night, begging for
healing.
Throughout Zarvanytsia’s long history, there are thousands of testimonies of miraculous
healings of the sick and other miracles. When in 1772-1773, the plague threatened the
population of Berezhany, people turned to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Crucified
Savior in the Miraculous Icon and to the water from the well. The epidemic receded, and
hundreds of the sick recovered.
Zarvanytsia on the eve of and during Independence
During the persecution of the faithful of the UGCC (1975–1989), Metropolitan Volodymyr
Sternyuk appointed Fr. Vasyl Semenyuk as the church’s rector in Zarvanytsia and gave him
the right to renew the dismissals. In 1989, under pressure from the faithful, who did not
give up their faith and devotion to the Church, the parish church was reopened, and the
first “official” Liturgy was celebrated there.

Since then, Zarvanytsia has been rebuilt. In 1991, with the blessing of the then Bishop
Cyrus Michael (Sabriga), the rector of the seminary, Fr. Vasyl Semenyuk, together with
seminarians, undertook the restoration of the chapel above the spring and the Way of the
Cross.
In 2000, the Head of the UGCC, His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, consecrated the main
church. A little later, in 2001, the 75-meter bell tower and the so-called Gate Church were
consecrated as well. In 2012, with the assistance of seminarians from the Ternopil
Seminary, organized by their rector, Bishop Vasyl Semenyuk, the church of the Holy
Eucharist was built.
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In 2018, the Marian Spiritual Center was added to the Church of the Mother of God, a
replica of the place where the Virgin lived in Nazareth. In 2019 the Ukrainian Jerusalem
complex was consecrated.
To this day, Zarvanytsia is continuing to develop and grow as the most significant
pilgrimage center in Ukraine and is one of the 25 largest Marian spiritual centres in
Europe. Every year, millions of pilgrims come to this place of worship to pray to the
Blessed Virgin. Every July the largest all-Ukrainian pilgrimage is held, which for the last
several years has been headed by the Father and Head of the UGCC, His Beatitude
Sviatoslav.
By brother Oleksandr Bilyk, Paris eparchy
Translation Kylyna Kurochka
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Announcements
“Community Flea Market/Craft Fair and Slavic Food Festival” – Saturday, June
12th
Summer is right around the corner and now is a good time to plan getting that “extra
stuff” out of or for your living area. To help you, everyone is invited to Holy MyrrhBearers Church, 900 Fairview Road, in Swarthmore (Ridley Township) to a
community-wide Flea Market/Craft Fair and Slavic Food festival on Saturday June
12th from 9:00 am. thru 3:00 pm.
If you or your family have non-food items to sell or if you are a non-food vendor, spaces
are now being offered for only $20.00.
Call (610) 544-1215 email us at HMBChurch@verizon.net to reserve your space by
June 1st.
Event is rain or shine.
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English speaking online school for for those interested in theology, philosophy, humanities,
politics, history and reconciliation.
Presented by the Institute of Ecumenical Studies at the Ukrainian Catholic University,
ESD will last for 13 days (three hours per day 16:00-19:00 CET) and will consist of online lectures,
discussions, seminars, video-presentations and virtual excursions.
ESD offers 4 ECTS credits for participation at the school’s online events and homework.
Working language – English!

Goals of the School:
- to study key political, social and religious processes occurring in Ukraine and throughout the
region;
- to introduce various aspects of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine (geopolitical, ethnic, religious,
ideological);
- to investigate the inter-denominational experience of the 2014 Maidan Revolution (The
Revolution of Dignity) and its impact on the dialogue and cooperation within broader society;
- to study the ecumenical situation in Ukraine, marked by the challenges of the Catholic-Orthodox
dialogue;
- to study the implications of the creation of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the reaction of the
Russian Orthodox church to it, and the implications for the inter-Orthodox unity;
- to evaluate Eastern Christian contributions to the field of ecumenism and peacebuilding;
- to discuss creative proposals in order to deal with the situation of conflicts and wars, and
cultivate an atmosphere of trust between the Churches, societies and states;
- to foster an understanding of Ukraine and its neighbours, in order to understand Europe better,
by engaging with the insider perspectives.
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