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Holy Eucharist, Rite II – Book of Common Prayer 
Call to Worship  

 
Prelude                                                                                                                Selected 
 
Music for Preparation    Emmanuel, Emmanuel                                               AAHH 189 
 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
His name is called, Emmanuel. (sung twice) 
 
Processional Hymn   Lo! he comes, with clouds descending                     1982 Hymnal 57 
 
1 Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, 
        once for our salvation slain; 
        thousand thousand saints attending 
        swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

2 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the power and glory; 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
Leader: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  
 
Leader: Today is the First Sunday of Advent, in which we recall the hope we have in 
Christ. 
 
God told Abraham that through him all the nations of the world would be blessed, because 
he trusted and put his hope in God. The Old Testament spoke of the coming of Christ, of 
how a Savior would be born, a king in the line of King David. He would rule the world 
wisely and bless all the nations. We too believe in God's promise to send Jesus again to this 
world to establish his kingdom upon the earth.  
 
(A person lights the First Candle, the Candle of Hope) 
 
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle, we 
celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 
 
Leader: Let us pray:  
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All: God of Abraham and Sarah and all the Patriarchs of old, you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God, and Son of David. Help us in 
preparing to celebrate his birth, to make our hearts ready and to place our hope in 
you. Help us today and every day to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your 
will by sharing your hope with others. We ask it in the name of the one who was born 
in Bethlehem. Amen. 
 
Hymn   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                         1982 Hymnal 56 
 
 Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
     shall come to thee, O Israel!  
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
  that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.  
 
 Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
     shall come to thee, O Israel!   
 
The Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.   
 
Celebrant and People  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant      Let us pray.  
 
Said by All 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Nation of Barbados 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the people of the earth for your glory, to serve 
you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of Barbados a zeal for justice and the 
strength of forbearance, that they may use their liberty in accordance with your 
gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.   
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The Word of God 
 
The First Lesson                                                                                              Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake 
at your presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make 
your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked 
at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen 
any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly 
do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and 
all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 
iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 
all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember 
iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord.  
People    Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18   read responsively by half verse 
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
      show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
     how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 

17 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
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17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
The Second Lesson                                                                                1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my 
God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for 
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just 
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn                               Gloria                                                                    Taizé 
                                          Gloria gloria in excelsis Deo!   
                                      Gloria!  Gloria! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel                                    Mark 13:24-37 
 
Deacon        The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People         Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; 
for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Deacon               The Gospel of the Lord.  
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon Hymn                                 Gloria                                                                    Taizé 
                                          Gloria gloria in excelsis Deo!   
                                      Gloria!  Gloria! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
The Sermon                                                               The Reverend Joseph M. Constant 
 
Sermonic Response    While We Are Waiting, Come                                         AAHH 190 
 
1 While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.  
 

2 With pow'r and glory, come; With pow'r and glory, come. 
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.  
 

3 While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.  

 
4 Come, Savior, quickly come; Come, Savior, quickly come. 

Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.  
                                  
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People - Form III 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Leader   Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People   That we all may be one. 
 
Leader   Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People   That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
Leader   We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People   That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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Leader   We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People   That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Leader   Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People   That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Leader   Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People   That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Leader   Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People    Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Leader   We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People   May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Deacon says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Said by all 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Holy Communion 

 
Offertory Sentence         
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Offertory Hymn     Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers                                  1982 Hymnal 68 
 
1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh; 
up, watch in expectation! at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; 
look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil. 
The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; 
rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand! 

 

3 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere! 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption, and ever be with thee!                    

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us 
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
to behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                     1982 Hymnal S 129                                                
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Then the Celebrant continues saying 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with [_________. and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 
The Celebrant then continues 
And now as our Savior, Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.   
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.   
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.   
 
Communion of the People 
 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen.  
If you have used your own bread and wine (or juice) at home during the Great Thanksgiving prayer, you 
may use the following words before consuming the bread and wine (or juice), 
 
Oh God, bless this bread and this wine (juice) I now consume. Amen.  
 
Communion Hymn    Lamb of God                                                                    AAHH 255 
 
1    Your only Son, no sin to hide, 
      But You have sent Him from Your side 
      To walk upon this guilty sod, 
      And to become the Lamb of God. 
   
     Refrain     Oh Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

          I love the holy Lamb of God! 
            O wash me in His precious blood, 
            My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 
Hymn     Have Thine Own Way, Lord!                                                               LEVAS 145 
 
1 Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!  
  Thou art the potter, I am the clay!  
  Mold me and make me, after thy will,  
  While I am waiting, yielded and still.  
 
2   Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!  
  Hold o’er my being, absolute sway!  
  Fill with thy Spirit, ’til all shall see  
  Christ only, always, living in me!  
 
Post Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
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strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn     Come, thou long-expected Jesus                              1982 Hymnal 66 
 

 
The Dismissal 
 
Deacon Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia.  Alleluia.       
 
Postlude                                                                                                                Selected 

 
THOSE SERVING TODAY                                                                                                                                  

 
Celebrant and Preacher:         The Reverend Joseph M. Constant  
 

Organist:                                Anne Gardner   
 
Lector and Cantor:                 Melissa Sites 
 
Lay Eucharistic Minister:       Larry Walker  
 
Media Team:                          Lewis Christian and Tyler Hillocks    
 
Altar Guild:                            St. John’s Altar Guild Team   
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Please bring your 2020 Pledge and Offering up-to-date: We appreciate your continued 
efforts to bring your 2020 pledge up-to-date.  The church relies on your pledge contribution 
to meet its various financial needs. 
 
Barbados Independence: This Sunday, November 29, we are praying intentionally for the 
nation of Barbados. This year marks Barbados’ 54th anniversary of her independence from 
the British Crown. Following the establishment of the first English settlement at Holetown 
in 1627, Barbados remained a British colony for more than 300 years.  Its independence on 
November 30, 1966 was marked by the raising of the Barbados national flag and playing the 
new national anthem for the first time.  Do join us in prayer for the people and nation of 
Barbados.  

 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

 
On Sunday, November 29, 2020, the Season of Advent begins the new church year, and with 
Advent comes a new cycle of Sunday Bible readings!  The season begins on the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas and ends on the day before Christmas. Advent is also the 
beginning of the liturgical year. The New Year will feature readings from the Gospel of St. 
Mark, called “Cycle B”.  See page 888 in the Book of Common Prayer to learn more.   
 
Jesus’ coming fulfills both the words of Israel’s prophets and the events in Israel’s history 
that speak of God’s saving grace.  Thus, the Church has appointed scripture readings for 
Advent, which tell of God’s promises to the people of Israel, and especially the awesome 
prophecy of the coming of the Messiah.   
 
Advent – The word “advent” means coming.  During the four-week season of Advent we 
prepare both for the coming of Jesus as a baby in Bethlehem and his coming in great glory 
at the end of all time.  Inserted between the first coming of Jesus and his Second Coming is 
the current time, the time of our present lives.  Advent serves to make us ever more conscious 
of Christ’s presence to us now, in this time, in Word and sacrament, in Spirit and truth, and 
in the hearts of men and women everywhere who know Jesus Christ as their King and Savior.          
 
Offerings to St. John’s: Thank you for your efforts in maintaining your pledge commitment 
to St. John’s even in these challenging times. We have responded to your request in 
providing more options to send your offerings to St. John’s. You can send your offerings to 
St. John’s using the following options:  
 

1. Check Offerings and Donations – To contribute via a personal check, you can mail a 
check directly to St. John’s using the address below: 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
PO Box 14  

Beltsville, MD 20705 
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Our office staff is still receiving mail and will make sure that your check is 
deposited and credited appropriately in the church record.  

 
2. Online or Electronic Giving – You are welcome to send your contributions 

electronically.  
 

• You can use Zelle using the church’s email 
address: office@saintjohnsbeltsville.org 

 
• You can also use the form on the Giving page of the website for electronic 

payments. VANCO is our eGiving provider to process your offerings and 
donations electronically.   If you select the secure Online tool to submit your 
offerings or donations, please complete the Online Donation box on the 
Giving page.  After your transaction is completed, you will receive an e-mail 
with details of your transaction.  

 
Again, we are grateful for your offering to support St. John’s operation and our shared 
ministry. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact our treasurer, Hodge Herry, 
at herryhodge@verizon.net. 
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