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Announcements 
 
Welcome 
 
First Readings  Mark S. Burrows 
  after Meister Eckhart 

"Ever Shining Light" 
 

Some days it seems the whole world 
is tilting the wrong way: it might be up 

 

but I am somehow down, and right is 
always somewhere else against my 

 

wrong, and then You remind me that 
within me burns an ever shining light 

 

which no night or stumbling down 
can ever fully dim or finally smite. 

 
 

"In the Radiance of Love" 
 

In our fear and shame, we see 
only a long and lonely darkness. 

 

In your love, You see even this 
as a place waiting to be born 

 

in the radiance of love. 

 
<Silence> 
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Second Reading  Judy Brown 
“Fire” 

 

What makes a fire burn 

is space between the logs, 

a breathing space. 

Too much of a good thing, 

too many logs 

packed in too tight 

can douse the flames 

almost as surely 

as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 

requires attention 

to the spaces in between, 

as much as to the wood. 
 

When we are able to build 

open spaces 

in the same way 

we have learned 

to pile on the logs, 

then we can come to see how 

it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 

together, that make fire possible. 
 

We only need to lay a log 

lightly from time to time. 

A fire 

grows 

simply because the space is there, 

with openings 

in which the flame 

that knows just how it wants to burn 

can find its way. 

 
<Silence> 
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Gradual 
 

<Five minutes silent meditation> 

 
Gospel  Mark 8:31-38 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
Loving-Kindness Meditation 
 
 
Prayers and Blessings for the People  
 

Please offer your prayers of gratitude and petition for the world, for those close to you, and for 
yourself, ending with “God of Mercy….” to which ALL will respond “Hear Our Prayer”. 

 
 
Peace 

Leader The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Final Blessing A Blessing Prayer Macrina Wiederkehr O.S.B. 
  (adapted by Karin Barrett) 
People What is a blessing but a rain of grace 

falling generously into the lives of those in need; 
and who among us is without need? 
  
May the Spirit touch our spirits in this midmorning pause. 
May this day be a pathway strewn with blessings. 
May our work this day be our love made visible. 
May we breathe upon the wounds of those with whom we work. 
May we open ourselves to God's breathing. 
May we honor the flame of love that burns inside us. 
May our voices this day be voices of encouragement. 
May our lives be an answer to someone's prayer. 
May we own a grateful heart. 
May we have enough joy to give us hope, enough pain to make us wise. 
May there be no room in our hearts for hatred. 
May we be free from violent thoughts. 
When we look into the window of our souls 
may we see the face of God. 
May the lamp of our life shine upon all we meet this day.  

 
 
Dismissal 

Deacon The Deacon says the words of  dismissal. 
People Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Singing bowl will sound to start and end the Moment of Silence. 

 
Moment of Silence and Question of the Day 
 
 
Virtual Coffee Hour #1: Discuss Question 
 
 
Virtual Coffee Hour #2: Socialize  

 
Stay on the Zoom call for virtual coffee hours and be with Saint Mary’s members, friends, and visitors.  
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