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Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Revelations to the Gentiles 

 
Prelude  

 
 
Welcome 
 
 
Opening Collect 
Leader O God by leading of a star you revealed your son Jesus Christ to the Gentiles: 

grant that your church may be a light to the nations, so that the whole world 
may come to see the splendor of your glory: through Jesus Chris Our Lord.  

People The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple; the Messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight is coming, says the Lord of Hosts. Amen. 

 
 
First Reading  Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, 
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me 
by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so 
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal 
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in 
boldness and confidence through faith in him.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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Song We Three Kings Hymnal #128 
 <Screen share> 

 
Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road.  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
Sermon 

The Sermon today will be a dialogue (in break out rooms). 
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Statement of Belief and Baptismal Covenant 

People We trust in God who is always making things new. We trust in Jesus, risen from 
the dead. We trust in the Spirit, always calling us to new life. 

 

Leader And now we join with our Episcopal brothers and sisters in translating the 
beliefs in our hears to action in our lives, in these Baptismal questions: 

 Will you continue in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Leader Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Leader Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Leader Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Leader Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 
 
Prayers of the People 

Sung response: 

  

 

 God, our  good - ness,       Light a  -   bove.          God of  all   wis - dom  and   light  of     all 

 lo   -     ve. 
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Leader For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors; 
For those on the “front lines” and for those who are alone; 
For this community, our nation and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom and peace;  
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice and oppression; 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble. 

People   <Sung response>  

Leader For those who minister to the friendless, and the needy; 
For all the sick, infirmed, in nursing homes and hospitals; 
For peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel and all who seek the truth; 
For Craig our Bishop, for all Bishops and all other ministers; 
For all who serve God in the church. 

 People   <Sung response>  

Leader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence. The people may add their own Thanksgivings. 

 For your mercy is great.  

People   <Sung response>  

Leader We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence. The people may add their own Petitions. 

 Lord, let your loving kindness shine upon them.  

People   <Sung response>  

Leader For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence. The people may add their own Petitions. 

 For your mercy is great.  
 
People  <Sung response>  
 
 
Peace 

Leader The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Blessings, Prayers, and Thanksgivings 

Speak up if you’ve got a birthday, anniversary, transition, concern or thanksgiving to share. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Leader And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our creator, who is in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,   
   on earth as it is in heaven, 
  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial, 
   and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
   now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Final Blessing 

People May Christ’s bright star enlighten our minds and hearts as we strive for 
equality, justice and kindness in the world.  May the blessing of God: creator, 
redeemer and sustainer, be with us today. 

 

Song Come Light of Lights into My Heart R. Cunningham  
 <Screen share> 

 
Postlude 

SOURCES 
 

The Opening Collect and Final Blessing are from A New Zealand Prayer Book. 
The First Reading and the Gospel are from New International Version. 

Prayer response text is by Jim May & Chuck Watt and music by Jim May. 
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All music printed in this bulletin is used by permission.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709681. 


