
   

Welcome to  
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church! 

 

 

9AM Liturgy—Advent II 2020 
 

For 134 years, Saint Mary’s has been  
a Christ-centered community  

with a mission to express God’s love for all people. 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 

The welcome is given by a Lay Leader. A Lay Leader is a member of the congregation who works in 
partnership with the clergy to lead the worship service. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles 
  

ADVENT WEEK I (NOVEMBER 29)—THE CANDLE OF HOPE 

The first candle is lit. 

 Christ, be our light. We light this candle for all God’s people, struggling to be 
bearers of hope in a troubled world. God, as we wait for your presence, give 
light, give hope. 

 God, fill us with hope. Hope for a new day. Hope that all fears will be removed. 
Hope that doors of opportunity that seem locked will be opened. Hope that 
broken relationships will be restored. Hope for healing. Hope for something 
more than ourselves. Hope that damaged trust will be revived. God, fill us 
with hope. 

 
ADVENT WEEK II (DECEMBER 6)—THE CANDLE OF PEACE  

The first and second candles are lit. 

St. Mary’s Christ, be our light. As we light this candle for all God’s prophets, 
Family confronting injustice and restoring the dream of a world of freedom and 

peace. God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope, give peace.  

St. Mary’s God, fill us with peace. Give us strength and courage to pursue peace, 
Family &   especially on behalf of all who suffer the consequences of war, for all victims 
People of violence, and of disasters. God, bless us with an abundance of peace.  
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ADVENT WEEK III (DECEMBER 13)—THE CANDLE OF JOY (PINK) 

The first, second, and third candles are lit. 

 Christ, be our light. As we light this candle for all God’s people, we accept the 
 joy and the challenge of being God-bearers. We say “yes” to God’s offering of 

the unknown. God, as we wait for your promise, give light, hope, peace, and 
joy,  

 God, fill us with joy on the path of life you have made known to us. Give us 
the generosity of spirit to lift up those with heavy hearts, hold them gently, 
and walk with them. God, bless us with joy.  

  
ADVENT WEEK IV (DECEMBER 20)—THE CANDLE OF LOVE 

All four candles are lit. 

 Christ, be our light. As we light this candle of love for all God’s people, we 
 remember your commandments. You call us to love God and love our 

neighbors. Come to us in this time of Advent. May the light of your love be 
born anew in us.  

 God, fill us with love. Love is patient, love is kind. Love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way. Love 
rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, endures all 
things. God, bless us with love.  

  
OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Lay Leader In returning and rest we shall be freed; 
People  In quietness and in trust we shall find our strength. 

 
SONG 

 
OPENING COLLECT 

Lay Leader Let us pray together. 
People Holy One, we gather as friends this Advent season, grateful for the winter’s 

lessons of gentleness and rest. This morning we step aside from the 
uncertainty, discord and noise of life and the many distractions clamoring for 
our attention. Instead we pause, breathe deeply and attend to your presence 
in the center of our hearts. Amen. 
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FIRST MESSAGE  

Lay Leader Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God as it comes to us from _____. 
People Our hearts and minds are open. 

 <The First Message> 

Lay Leader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God! 

 

SONG  

 

GOSPEL  

Deacon The Holy Gospel of Jesus according to Mark. 
People Our hearts and minds are open. 

 <The Gospel> 

Deacon The Gospel of Jesus. 
People Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON  Eily Marlow 

 

Following the sermon, we will share a time of silence. 
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STATEMENT OF TRUST AND BAPTISMAL PROMISES 

Lay Leader Please join me in saying our Statement of Trust.  

People We hold faith in God, Maker of all that is, who chose to be made flesh in 
Jesus, born as a babe on a cold night.  

 As an adult he led the way through the darkness of the tomb to the new life 
of dawn. We hold faith in God the Spirit ever present, ever moving. 

Lay Leader And now, in these Baptismal Promises we join with our worldwide Episcopal 
family in translating the beliefs in our hearts into action in our lives.  

 Will you continue in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Lay Leader Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin*, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Lay Leader Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Lay Leader Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Lay Leader Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Deacon Let us pray. 

 Just as the seasons turn into each other, and as night turns into day, we know 
that life with You has seasons and cycles, with wisdom residing in each. May 
we be honest about the darkness, more perceptive of the light. 

People (Sung) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (2x) 

Lay Leader We offer prayers for all who take action to bring about change for: 

Intercessor Hunger to cease 
  Divisions to crumble 
 Wars to stop 
  Justice to prevail 
 Racism to end 
 Housing to be available 
 Isolation to be over 

People (Sung) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (2x) 

Lay Leader We offer prayers for all who wait for: 

Intercessor Test results and vaccines to be released 
 Jobs to be found 
  Restrictions to end 
 Death to come 
 Grief to soften 

People (Sung) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (2x) 

Lay Leader We offer prayers for all who wait to: 
Intercessor Be re-united with loved ones 
 Invite people into their homes 
 Play sports and games with friends 
 Return to in-person learning and work 
 Give and receive hugs 

People (Sung) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (2x) 

Lay Leader We offer prayers for all who wait for: 

Intercessor Birth 
  Love 
 Strength   
 Forgiveness 
 Healing   
 Answers 
 Redemption  
  Resurrection 

People (Sung) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (2x) 
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 Lay Leader For other prayers and thanksgivings: 

Congregation may add their own, silently or aloud. 

Deacon This Advent, as the sun shines so thin and sets so early, teach us to be still and 
patient, as we wait for the birth of Christ, knowing darkness holds its own 
lunar wisdom.  

People (Sung) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (2x) 
 

BLESSINGS You’re invited to share concerns and thanksgivings. 
 

PRAYER 

Lay Leader Let us pray. 
People Gentle God, as the bulbs wait within the frosty earth, we wait for all that we 

imagine, but do not yet experience. Our bodies and spirits need times of rest 
and reflection, yet we chafe against quarantine and scurry about eating the 
bread of anxiety. Your rhythm in creation teaches us patience, to slow down, to 
be still, to trust that good things will be revealed when the time is right. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

SONG 
 

PRAYER  

Lay Leader Let us pray. 
People Thank you for binding us together, O God, and for sharing your love. In this 

Advent season of darkness and rest, we abide in stillness. We abide in patience. 
We abide in your presence, day into night, season into season. Always. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FINAL BLESSING 

People Life is short, and we haven’t much time to gladden the hearts of those who 
travel with us along the way. So, be quick to love, make haste to be kind—and 
the blessing of God goes with us. 

 

SONG 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE 
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This liturgy was written by the Reverend LeeAnne Watkins in collaboration with the 9 am service team for 
use at Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church. Please use with permission.  

Cover artwork and throughout this bulletin is by John Stuart, www.stushieart.com. 

The opening acclamation is from Isaiah 30. 

Music for Prayers of the People response is by Jim May.  


