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I am responding to your request for an official advisory opinion in accordance with § 2.2-505 of 

the Code of Virginia. 

Issue Presented 

You relate that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), upon the October 20, 2022, 
recommendation of its Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), is poised to modify its 

childhood immunization schedule to include vaccination against COVID-19. You ask whether such a 

modification would require children enrolled in schools and childcare facilities in Virginia to obtain a 

COVID-19 vaccine as a condition of attendance. 1 

Applicable Law and Discussion 

As part of its authority to issue guidance with respect to public health, the CDC has adopted and 

published a schedule of immunizations recommended for children.2 The current schedule does not include 

COVID-19 vaccination, but ACIP recently voted to recommend that the CDC add COVID-19 vaccination 

to the list of recommended immunizations.3 

1 Your inquiry more specifically extends to attendance at a public or private elementary, middle or secondary 

school, child care center, nursery school, family day care home, or developmental center, but in this opinion I refer to 

these institutions collectively as "schools and childcare facilities." 
2 CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL & PREVENTION [hereinafter "CDC"], RECOMMENDED CHILD & ADOLESCENT 

IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE (Feb. 17, 2022), https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/child/0- I 8yrs-child­

combined-schedule.pdf. The CDC, however, has published an interim schedule regarding COVID-19 vaccination for 

children starting at six months of age. CDC, INTERIM COVID-19 IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE FOR PERSONS 6 MONTHS 

OF AGE & OLDER (Oct. 17, 2022), https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid- l 9/downloads/COVID-19-immunization­

schedule-ages-6months-older.pdf (last visited Oct. 21, 2022). 

Press Release, CDC, ACIP Immunization Schedule Vote (Oct. 20, 2022), 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s I 020-immunization-vote.html (reporting that ACIP "recommended 

updates to the 2023 childhood and adult immunization schedules, which includes incorporating additional information 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/child/0-18yrs-child-combined-schedule.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/child/0-18yrs-child-combined-schedule.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-immunization-schedule-ages-6months-older.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-immunization-schedule-ages-6months-older.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s1020-immunization-vote.html


https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html
https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewPetition.cfm?petitionId=352





