International Student Friendship Partner Information Sheet

The world has come to the United States and to the University of Alabama at Birmingham that has 1097 international students from 83 countries.  

70% of the international students who study in the U.S. never get invited to an American home. 
· You can address this by becoming a Friendship Partner. 
· Being a Friendship Partner to an international person represents a unique opportunity to reach out to the world. 
· Friendship Partners are expected to spend time together once or twice per month. 

Altadena Valley Presbyterian Church partners with the Friendship Partner Ministry of Briarwood Presbyterian Church, directed by Courtney McGregor.  

The Friendship Partner program includes 
· International students and scholars, as it has in the past, as well as
· Other internationals who live in the greater Birmingham area

Anyone who wants to be a Friendship Partner and has never attended a Friendship Partner Orientation, must attend a Briarwood Friendship Partner Orientation
· Upcoming orientations will be held at Briarwood at 6:30pm on August 14 and August 22. 
· Some orientations will also be available over Zoom. 
Once you have attended one orientation anytime in the past, you don’t have to attend another. 

Everyone who wants to be a friendship partner must fill out a new Friendship Partner application that must reach the Briarwood Friendship Partner Director by August 29. This is required even if you have filled out applications before and even if you are a current Friendship Partner.

Note that any international who wants a Friendship Partner must also attend an international student or local international orientation and fill out an application. This way, both the local people who want to be a Friendship Partner and the internationals who want a Friendship Partner are all on the same page with respect to what is expected of this friendship.

Important Dates:
· August 14, 2024, and August 22 are Friendship Partner Orientation opportunities at Briarwood Church, if you have not previously had one.
· By August 29, 2024, your application must reach Courtney McGregor, the Briarwood Director of ESL and Friendships Partners (email address on the application form)

If you are interested in finding out more information about Friendship Partners or being a Friendship Partner, please provide your name and contact information on the sign-up sheet, and Tom Hinke (thhinke@gmail.com), the AVPC friendship partner coordinator will contact you to answer your questions, work with you to reserve a spot at one of the upcoming orientations, and provide an application form if you want. 
