
 

 

This year Easter Sunday falls on Transgender Day of 
Visibility. How are you queering your Easter service?  

 
  

 

Spring/Summer Webinar Series - Coming up next: ONA 

201 on March 19th! 

 Group pricing (based on church size) and individually priced tickets available. 

Check out our Events page and scroll through all the options! We hope 

to see you at a webinar soon.  

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eC0vwFm7xRRJhzXbeLjSDRL1-2FThO47W06SKOSDMS30YNFved_paHrgaC6XFWHkmeUWypjUePc9meEoRCQx9v-2BIViOt-2Fx2V1-2FnjThwBjvD5bD0L2BEG9KEtdSdjZhIjlRhmpj6fW-2F94ONIcmY-2F1RzA5do4SE5pPSh06hMjNeEEX6iyF-2FJMhIuPw18mQVYSsdPsTfd85ugMn-2Ba38tYpXZJ2arFnA80hhmzqxtgTRKdfJykuvd-2Fq7A8X9r-2B8dIA076fB86MtRiNBMHbdDAS2o4eWOAViegIFuVSfvU2s-2FKK7EP7196MTIALccDKkGBd9DXpdEbBNwCHWoDPMl4jKx3FcAdsC9t71YmhyQr57gPrmXIl8jYwxsQfcCm0H8ArFd5aeh0emzA-3D-3D


 

 
  

  

 

 

   

 

Deadline extended for Coalition Leadership Team and General 

Volunteer positions! Apply by Friday, March 15th.  

 

 
  

 



March Greetings from Dr. Katrina 
  

 

I’ve been on a social media disconnect for Lent, so I hadn’t heard of nor seen the 
conversations around our sibling, our child, Nex Benedict. I learned of Nex in a 
staff meeting and my heart broke into a million pieces. One, this was hitting home 
because of a young relative of mine in Tennessee who is being bullied because 
her best friend identifies as someone in the LGBTQIAN2S+ community. After a 
bullying incident my relative was asked by the school’s Principal, “So, are YOU 
gay?”. My breath stopped in hearing this because here was an adult that was 
clearly not going to be on the side of right and good for these children, the victims. 
So when I heard about Nex my breath stopped again and my stomach reached 
the floor.  
  

I became enraged inside because I wondered again where in the world are the 
adults that will do right and good by these children?! School systems have 
implemented policies that hold parents accountable for a child's absence from 
school. There is a mechanism within the legal system by which a parent may be 
held liable for their child's actions when their child breaks a law. I question how 
the situation would change if we advocated for parents of bullies to be held 
accountable. The child has to get it from somewhere. Either a parent is in support 
of the bullying or through ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences - various forms 
of physical and emotional abuse, neglect, and household dysfunction) they have 
pushed the child to bully others.  As I was holding these things, the wind was 
knocked out of me again in learning of the bill to law imprisonment of our 
LGBTQ+ Ghanian siblings that mimics Uganda’s law; then hearing of the murder 
of a transman, Righteous Torrence "TK" Hill (Chevy), a barber in Atlanta, GA, and 
the shooting of a Gay identified man, John Walter Lay, in a dog park in Tampa, 
FL, where the evidence in both shows that the violence was motivated by hate. 
And then there’s the new wave of bills targeting libraries that is yet another threat 
coming for our democracy, atop the over 500+ threats that are already in 
existence.  
  

I really wanted to write something that gave full celebration to Women’s HerStory 
month, but I’m stuck asking where the adults are; where are the people who truly 
care about humanity regardless of how one identifies themselves. I am stuck in a 
non-titled, non-position-holding space where I am fully human first, and I am 
overwhelmed. I thank you for letting me share my humanness, because at the 
same time I am holding on to hope. I am hopeful because I know we have 
committed individuals like you who help us be present; help us be able to stand 
firmly in justice’s and equity’s footprints as we guide in creating safe spaces for 
the LGBTQIAN2S+ community and its family members.  
  

Thinking of you and your commitment to this movement gives me tangible hope 
during such a time we are facing. I personally thank you for your financial support! 
It is the only way we can be active advocates in this justice work we do and seek 
to expand. Romans 12:21 reminds us, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good”. So, in honor of Women’s HerStory month, I am asking you to 
donate to The Coalition so that I may yet guide the vision of this great 
organization. Yes, our priority is being an example to the world by building a 
100% open and affirming safe space, but it’s also being frontline advocates for 



our LGBTQIAN2S+ siblings and their rights as God’s creation in God’s image, 
beautiful and gifted human beings.  

 

 

 
  

 

Transgender Day of Visibility Resources 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Looking for a daily spiritual practice that will accompany you through the season 
of Lent? The Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ 
offers a beautiful, contemplative weekday service of Morning Prayer with 
Taizé chant, psalms, brief scripture reading, litany, and silence. It's based on 
the ancient morning service of Lauds ("Praise"). Our community gathers at 9 am 
EST Monday through Friday. Another community on the West Coast prays at 11 
am EST, or 8 am PST. Optional conversation follows. The Coalition has been 
offering these services since 2020. Registration is free and will get you links to 
both services. The translation of the psalms and prayers are inclusive.   

 

 
  

 

Churches for Middle East Peace offer several weekly events including a prayer 
gathering and a news briefing. Event calendar can be found here. 

 
  

 

The Brighton Allston Congregational Church in Brighton, MA is currently 
accepting applications for their Trans BIPOC Pastoral Residency. Please share 
this opportunity widely with your networks and communities! Applications are due 
March 31st. More information and how to apply.  

 
  

 

The Nu Foundation is hosting an Affirming Sunday in June. They are an 
organization striving to connect Queer Christians to affirming churches. This could 
be a great resource for folks in your life that do not live close to an ONA church! 

 
  

 

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eF8UD-2F9MkLdEylWG-2Fv8WjhMWBKFnerdjwV6ozjfX2bkyIs-l_paHrgaC6XFWHkmeUWypjUePc9meEoRCQx9v-2BIViOt-2Fx2V1-2FnjThwBjvD5bD0L2BEG9KEtdSdjZhIjlRhmpj6fW-2F94ONIcmY-2F1RzA5do4SE5pPSh06hMjNeEEX6iyF-2FJMhIuPw18mQVYSsdPsTfd85u-2BTwEQ8KssH4TIJ3p6Fe4bAdwUZ9x5p5yLTmGo6ZjKgqAVwrxUnHQnHx6fgaA59LXRLgf7I3YnL1Ph6Kc5HB7WxpFZ7JE6866BUpKljMAB2PYKtuIGiRRO-2FzMa1D5d35E7S5D-2Bg5bQDqrX-2FL2r22PyMLPev2bwxQlCwVYoSF17vMSssrWniG3MfC-2BAZBntkUQ-3D-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNbElVKMXmWPwQlGSWAG4sXrWn1WI9hucuvZZxPcikC5J8X535NPhLZ7bm1fTIRGoY44xiFgSWTzf13OX5Eu8RoJPX2-2BzZ1meh6-2BCrvtB-2BXbiQkQ30dza3P-2BCHl3nTnNHgnAxAtJqrmiOv-2F-2FO9t5XZ8-3DFxGF_paHrgaC6XFWHkmeUWypjUePc9meEoRCQx9v-2BIViOt-2Fx2V1-2FnjThwBjvD5bD0L2BEG9KEtdSdjZhIjlRhmpj6fW-2F94ONIcmY-2F1RzA5do4SE5pPSh06hMjNeEEX6iyF-2FJMhIuPw18mQVYSsdPsTfd85nbnxzkc6IPSw-2BEItUsIaqjBOxwQMNCW8bxu6MeCpsqlsJkMMHxzR9odYS5fCvhhP7Gf5o19brasFJzZNIP6j4F8PxKH75UQAOrlSpw1dPSWEp4WmcBrHs0CJVlfLoRN8UpuZadMMeF0816JkQZE7oprw83WQCpl8AYXv4h4hgvu1Om4JfusdOXB3RGRgVD65w-3D-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eCM8dABsOudHSt69fhCUQ8VlvC7vr0rjopDgmfTBoiCf-2BkXMkdQbUb1t2s7GqWEUBAtkQ-2FGFGtADjDGikBKWi-2BedgPHGCEyOZQ7MDhcHIS5-2FT1Mm1PY7diZV-2FD7eabwuhZTDd8XD6waUc9M9qQBvLFJPPSoBgl2-2F8X5UIlX63VPAB0BC_paHrgaC6XFWHkmeUWypjUePc9meEoRCQx9v-2BIViOt-2Fx2V1-2FnjThwBjvD5bD0L2BEG9KEtdSdjZhIjlRhmpj6fW-2F94ONIcmY-2F1RzA5do4SE5pPSh06hMjNeEEX6iyF-2FJMhIuPw18mQVYSsdPsTfd85tYMbZHr0-2BZ7akz-2FE-2BfWuYuKnHl7YCYX32zCJCL3UMlDHpeKU5Kl6WUUIQZf-2BOtl6BfS06p4krubDoueaT4Qud3BFVPe-2BMLBTBPAqj-2FjhgRw-2BGsh5uM7zM1gf5loubHQe1hgxTF3igz6DuZStAx5rlkyVUeGc-2Fc1qPPr-2FtIB8fmni5bHtst-2BbkcqrIE6R4I0iw-3D-3D


The 2024 training schedule is up from Our Whole Lives (OWL). In-person and 
virtual trainings available.  

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

 

ONA Announcements 

 

 

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eMgrKPjKzhweWkNFnU-2BMjA99ut9H4lsbH3ugvTu-2FgsPbxm9DqDUP5f2XBzeGjIuMpPTfcBBwWjOYkqAlUx-2FrHoaalqJRLyxiYEaETU3gWhYbJLxGSDOemMoUeaHnq2Om8KRFACwPOaOoEk-2FG8-2BD70MQC7swZJh6QVZAOjzydnD6yG-2FFyAI2jjesvoUFZ-2BtLvHsyqJfucpCYZllyKXvxXpZJj1ZGX0DWQMOBJwsl5o3KlPeQJ_paHrgaC6XFWHkmeUWypjUePc9meEoRCQx9v-2BIViOt-2Fx2V1-2FnjThwBjvD5bD0L2BEG9KEtdSdjZhIjlRhmpj6fW-2F94ONIcmY-2F1RzA5do4SE5pPSh06hMjNeEEX6iyF-2FJMhIuPw18mQVYSsdPsTfd85iOn5owAJ4LjwMTp0M-2BTVlVZSzbuvMj4w9F1lmynLBmG5vOi0iV6ejNSG9eYFxlGK3o1RgiOZlU4YpfC1K2jhDH1UjCnXfB8EhAXD-2B2M-2BxhIKn-2BwCvsZFT-2BTiOmm0UbXfI13Nj2vLFoP5safxctPnfaDhT6aE6s6Gm2L-2BXi46KsA-2FKM0xHBdZ8tQdLSNWEcXZA-3D-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eMgrKPjKzhweWkNFnU-2BMjA99ut9H4lsbH3ugvTu-2FgsPbxm9DqDUP5f2XBzeGjIuMpPTfcBBwWjOYkqAlUx-2FrHoaalqJRLyxiYEaETU3gWhYbJLxGSDOemMoUeaHnq2Om8KRFACwPOaOoEk-2FG8-2BD70MQC7swZJh6QVZAOjzydnD6yG-2FFyAI2jjesvoUFZ-2BtLvHsyqJfucpCYZllyKXvxXpZJj1ZGX0DWQMOBJwsl5o3KlPeQJ_paHrgaC6XFWHkmeUWypjUePc9meEoRCQx9v-2BIViOt-2Fx2V1-2FnjThwBjvD5bD0L2BEG9KEtdSdjZhIjlRhmpj6fW-2F94ONIcmY-2F1RzA5do4SE5pPSh06hMjNeEEX6iyF-2FJMhIuPw18mQVYSsdPsTfd85iOn5owAJ4LjwMTp0M-2BTVlVZSzbuvMj4w9F1lmynLBmG5vOi0iV6ejNSG9eYFxlGK3o1RgiOZlU4YpfC1K2jhDH1UjCnXfB8EhAXD-2B2M-2BxhIKn-2BwCvsZFT-2BTiOmm0UbXfI13Nj2vLFoP5safxctPnfaDhT6aE6s6Gm2L-2BXi46KsA-2FKM0xHBdZ8tQdLSNWEcXZA-3D-3D


 
  

   

 


