
 

“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly 
so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you 
have for one another is increasing.  Therefore, among God’s churches we 
boast about your perseverance and faith … .”   (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 
 

I am extremely proud and thankful to be the PNEC Conference Disaster Coordinator 
Karl Jones, November 19, 2019 

 
Let me tell you why –  
 
Because of you, the churches, leaders, and members of the Penn Northeast Conference, United 
Church of Christ, MaryAnn and her family are now living in a home in Bradford County that is warm, 
dry, safe, and sanitary.   
 
This home was badly damaged by the flooding of 2018.  It has been restored through a cooperative 
effort of the PNEC, the PA Volunteer Agencies Leading and Organizing Repairs program, the 
Bradford County Community Organizations Active in Disaster, and case management help from our 
friends at Lutheran Disaster Response. 
 
Without the funding from the Disaster Fund of the Conference this project would not have gotten off 
the ground. 
 
But there is so much more.  Disaster Ministries in the Conference has a broad impact.   

 We shared in a joint mission trip to Puerto Rico with our partners from PA Southeast 
Conference.   

 We used a grant from the UCC national disaster ministries to provide housing and other 
services to the evacuees from Puerto Rico who are now in our midst.   

 Our disaster ministries’ tool trailers have finished their deployment to Texas following 
Hurricane Harvey where they enabled hundreds of volunteers to serve the people of Port 
Arthur.  These trailers are now back in the Conference as they are prepared for another 
deployment. 

 Many of our churches are putting together Church World Service kits and buckets.  They 
can be dropped off at Greenawalds UCC, Allentown or the Conference Center. 

 We serve thousands of people as we help shape their lives and give hope.  Several of our 
team members serve on local community groups that are building resilience. 

 
It is an honor every day to serve as your Conference Disaster Coordinator.  Currently the team 
consists of Grant Field, Dawn Hummel, Mark Rowell, and Gilberto Garcia-Rodriguez (who leads the 
mission trips to Puerto Rico).   
 
As we move forward, we want to continue to grow our impact and tell the stories of the people we 
serve.  There are great stories to tell in all the ministries of our churches and the Conference.   Our 
team would like to do all we can to build excitement about the United Church of Christ in northeast 
PA and throughout the world.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve in this ministry and for all you do to serve God’s people in 
northeast Pennsylvania. 


