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The Collect of the Day 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
First Reading                                                 Micah 4:1-5 

  

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples 
shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: 
 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate 
between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore; but they shall all 
sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall 
make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. For all the 
peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of 
the Lord our God for ever and ever. 

 
 



 
Psalm 90: 1-12        

  

Lord you have been our refuge * 
    from one generation to another 
 

Before the mountains were brought forth  
  Or the land and the earth were born, * 
   From age to age you are God. 
 

You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
   Go back, O child of earth. 
 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
   And like a watch in the night. 
 

You sweep us away like a dream, * 
    We fade away suddenly like the grass. 
 

In the morning it is green and flourished, * 
   In the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 

For we consume away in your displeasure, * 
   We are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 
 

Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
   And our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
 

When you are angry, all our days are gone, * 
   We bring your years to an end like a sigh. 
 

The span of our life is seventy years, * 
   Perhaps in strength even eighty. 
 

Yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow * 
   For they pass away quickly and we are gone. 
 

Who regards the power of your wrath? * 
   Who rightly fears your indignation? 
 

So teach us to number our days * 
   That we might apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 
 



 
Second Reading                                         Hebrews 4:12-16 

  

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no 
creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to 
whom we must render an account. Since, then, we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast 
to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect 
has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. 

 
 

The Gospel                                                Matthew 13:44-53 
  

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and 
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the 
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, 
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.’ When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. 


