Christ Episcopal Church
Kensington, Maryland

Readings for Sunday, November 18, 2018

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous
order, its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living
creatures: Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come
to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

First Reading Job 1, 4-11, 18-21, 31-33

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Where were you when I laid
the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who
determined its measurements —surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon
it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning
stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?” Or who shut in
the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb? — when I made the clouds
its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it,
and set bars and doors, and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and
here shall your proud waves be stopped’?

Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all this.
“Where is the way to the dwelling of light, and where is the place of darkness,
that you may take it to its territory and that you may discern the paths to its
home? Surely you know, for you were born then, and the number of your days is
great! Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, or loose the cords of Orion? Can
you lead forth the Mazzaroth in their season, or can you guide the Bear with its
children? Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you establish their
rule on the earth?



Psalm 8
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O LORD our Governor, *

how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Out of the mouths of infants and children *

your majesty is praised above the heavens.

You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, *
to quell the enemy and the avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, *
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

What are human beings that you should be mindful of them? *
mortals that you should seek them out?

You have made us but little lower than the angels; *
you adorn him with glory and honor;

You give humanity mastery over the works of your hands; *
you put all things under our feet:

All sheep and oxen, *
even the wild beasts of the field,

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O LORD our Governor, *

how exalted is your Name in all the world!



The Gospel John 1:1-5, 9-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth.



