Dear Beloved Christ Church Family,
Beginning last March, our lives changed in extraordinary ways. Social distancing
requirements and stay-at-home orders altered how and where we were able to work, eat,
gather, serve, and worship. Our physical buildings closed, but clergy, staff and parishioners at
Christ Church stepped forward to assure that the vital work of ministry continued. Through
our online worship, children’s activities and outreach we responded, in both word and action,
to the question “What does love require of us?”
This year’s Annual Giving theme, Doing What Love Requires, reminds us that our financial
support, in the form of a pledge to the Operating Budget of Christ Church, is an essential
component of our ability to carry out the work of the church. Whether we gather for worship
inside our building or online, we continue to be the body of Christ through our ministries, our
witness, and our care for one another.
We cannot know what lies ahead of us, but we remain confident in the assurance of God’s
abiding and steadfast love. Because of your generous and faithful gifts, our church is able to
keep doing what love requires of us by nurturing life-giving, joyful ministries both inside and
outside our parish walls.
You have been so supportive of Christ Church, generously giving of your time, wisdom,
experience, passion, and financial resources to sustain and grow our work and ministries. As
we begin this year’s Annual Giving campaign, we hope we can count on your support again.
Included with this mailing is a pledge card for 2021. Please prayerfully consider the amount
you pledge financially so that Christ Church can continue to do what love requires us to do,
by sharing God’s love with even more people and making a positive difference in the lives of
everyone in our community and beyond. We ask that you return your pledge card by
November 15, 2020.
If you have any questions, would like to further discuss making a
financial pledge, or for any reason, please don’t hesitate to get in
touch with me via email at emily@ccpk.org.
Blessings, love and gratitude,

Invite
 Seamless transition to online worship, with live worship services on
Zoom, Children’s Chapel, recorded services on YouTube and
distribution of “Blessing Bags” for online Holy Eucharist.


Compline services on Zoom every Monday and Thursday
evenings.



An updated website that reflects the vibrancy of our
congregation and will grow with us.



Even as we move gradually and safely to in-person worship, we
will maintain our online presence, and live stream so that ALL can
worship and connect to the CC community.

Connect

 Our plan for safe phased regathering in the sanctuary and in the
building has been approved by the Diocese.
 We secured a loan/grant under the Payroll Protection Plan of
the Cares Act to assist with employee compensation.

 Outreach continues as we address unique needs associated
with Covid-19: food and essential supplies for Arcola Elementary
families, PPE to unhoused neighbors on the streets of DC, and
Kenya Night for Nyumbani online!

Engage
 More than 100 members of all ages have participated in recording the Morning Prayer
services for the congregation.
 Online Children’s Chapel, Vacation Bible School and weekly family home prayers
engage children and families.
 We bid farewell to Madison this year. Our next Youth Minister will
work with us to revamp the Youth Program to meet the needs of
our beloved teens.
 Adult Bible Study, Education for Ministry and adult education
classes continue on Zoom. More classes are upcoming!
 Responding to racial injustice in our nation:
- The Vestry is halfway through Sacred Ground, a powerful
10-part series on race. In 2021, we will offer additional Sacred
Ground dialogue circles of 8-10 parishioners.
- A book group discussed How to be an Anti-Racist, and the monthly
discussion group Celebrating Black Voices & Verses continues.
- New church banners will make it clear to everyone that racism, intolerance, and
exclusion are absolutely antithetical to the teachings of Jesus, and that we as
Christians are dedicated to ending them with Jesus-inspired action.

Collectively, our pledged support provides about
80% of our annual budget.

Your pledge funds our worship, music, children’s chapel & education, youth ministry,
mission-critical outreach projects, and communications. It supports the pastoral
care we provide daily, cares for our property, helps our educational programs, growing digital presence, and other ministries benefitting church members and the wider
community. In short, it enables us to “Do What Love Requires”!

*Distribution of expenses by nature of spending, i.e. building & operations costs are allocated across functional areas.

What is a stewardship pledge? A stewardship pledge is a
commitment, made after deliberate and prayerful consideration, to
contribute a specific amount of money to the parish community.
Pledging enables the Vestry to make realistic budget projections for
the coming calendar year. We hope that all households will make a
pledge as an expression of a vital commitment to Christ Church
and support of its ministries.
What’s a good way to figure out what my pledge will be? Pray.
Give it to God. Pledging and giving regularly is a great spiritual
discipline. The biblical tithe or giving 10% of our income is the
aspirational goal. Please see the table on the Pledge Card insert for
suggestions for giving. We encourage you to give what you can,
whether it’s five or five hundred a week.
What is the average pledge? The average pledge for the 2020
budget was $3250.
Is there a minimum amount I have to pledge in order to be a
member at Christ Church? No. All gifts, great and small are
gratefully received. Please don’t let your ability to pledge affect
whether or not you show up to church. We are glad you’re here.
How do I pay my pledge? Payments may be made to Christ
Church online through the website/Realm with either your bank
account or credit card, by check or by cash. Gifts may also be paid
with appreciated stocks, donor advised funds, or IRA payouts. If
you would like giving envelopes, please request them from the
office or by checking the designated box on your pledge card.
What if I can’t give financially? Please don’t feel that lack of
financial giving is a barrier to your being a part of Christ Church.
Remember, gifts of time and talent are just as important
expressions of stewardship.
Are my gifts to Christ Church tax deductible? Yes your
contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by federal
and state law. You will receive a statement at the end of the year
detailing your tax deductible contributions.
How do I submit my pledge? You can use the enclosed return
envelope to mail your pledge card to the office, or you can pledge
online by going to www.christchurchkensington.org
Who can I talk to about my pledge? You can talk to Jen Luna, our
Parish Administrator (301-942-4673), or any member of the
stewardship committee about your pledge.

