Christ Episcopal Church
Kensington, Maryland

Readings for Sunday, December 30, 2018

First Sunday in Christmas

10AM Lessons and Carols

The First Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-9: Christ’s birth & kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. With
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

The Second Lesson Luke 1:26-38: The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in
unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee:
blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the
angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor with God. And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his
name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then
said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And Mary said,
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the
angel departed from her.



The Third Lesson Luke 2:1-7: St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every one
into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused
wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn.

The Fourth Lesson Luke 2:18-16 The shepherds go to the manger

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory to god in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto
us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying
in a manger.

The Fifth Lesson  Luke 2:25-35 Jesus is presented in the temple

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people



Israel."

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword
will pierce your own soul too."

Closing Collect

Almighty God, who has poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that the same light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

5PM Service

The Collect of the Day

O God of all creation, you call us to follow you through all our days and seek
us even when we wander. As we advance in years, clothe us with your love,
that we may grow in grace and find favor in your sight; through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

First Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

a time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;

a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.



What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God
has given to everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its
time and has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find
out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is
nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they
live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in
all their toil.

The Psalm Psalm 148: 1-13

1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; *
praise God in the heights.

2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; *
praise God, all the host of heaven.

3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; *
praise God, all you shining stars.

4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; *
for God commanded, and they were created.

6 The Lord made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
God gave them a law which shall not pass away.

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;

8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

9 Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;

10 Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;



11 Sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;

12 Young men and women, *
old and young together.

13 Let them praise the Name of the LORD, *
for God’s Name only is exalted, God’s splendor is over earth and heaven.

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

The Gospel Luke 2:41-52

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.
And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When
the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among
their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his
parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for
you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and
was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.



