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Help Us Build A Home in Mexico!
Many of you joined our special worship this last month, where a group of our
members shared information on their Mission Trip to Mexico with GYTTE
(Give Ye Them To Eat). You can find additional videos of this fascinating
journey on our Youtube account on our "Missions Playlist".
For those wanting to get more involved, Polly Carlson writes: "Our missions
team visited Tlancualpican, Mexico in November-December 2020. There they
participated in, among other things, building a cob house for Antonio who had
lost his home in the 2017 earthquake. It costs about $5,200 to build one of
these homes. You are invited to participate in a fund raiser to build a home for
another impoverished person or family."
If you feel moved to join in this effort, you can contribute online through our
website at www.manitoumc.org/give. Make sure you choose "Home
Construction in Mexico" on the donation page to be sure your gift is properly
applied. Thank you!

Thanks to All - New Normal Work Party 2020!

Thank you to all the folks who showed up in the midst of the smoke for our New Normal Work Party. From
repairing cement cracks, to sanding picnic tables and much, much more, our community showed up and put in
some serious elbow grease to make sure our facility is in working trim for the season to come. Look for further
updates on the great things our volunteers are doing around our church building. (And no, John Blunt isn't
resting, he's busy sanding the picnic table bench! Also pictured hard at work, John Barber and Tim Rundquist.)
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Hello Manito Church Family,
Fall is officially here. You can feel it in the air, and the leaves are already starting to turn as a
way to signal its arrival. I love the changing of seasons because it is a great reminder that
nothing stays the same forever. Rev. Adam Hamilton often says, “The worst thing is not the
last thing.” We are a resurrection people, which means even death does not have the final
word.
As the pandemic rages on it is sometimes hard to remember that this is only a season, and it
will have an end. This is a difficult time to be sure, but we cannot put life or ministry
completely on hold because of it. That is why it is so important for our community to not lose
our focus. We need to continue to live out our mission, so how can you and I help to create opportunities for all of us to
Celebrate and Worship together, Serve others, Grow in our spiritual lives and create lasting and meaningful
Friendships? To do this work well, it is going to take all of us working together!
How might you help our community to live into its mission this season? Are you willing to help us record worship
services or lead a small social or study group? Would you be interested in acting as a Care Team leader and helping to
keep our community connected? Have you thought about dropping off a donation for one of our ministry partners or
helping with the drop-off team on Wednesday afternoons?
Manito, we are not on pause. We have good work to do in a hard season, so let’s do it together!
Peace,
Pastor Tiffany

Survey Says. . . Time to return your Small Group Survey
Please remember to return your survey on small gatherings in the church. Your
responses will help us plan how to best meet the needs of our community in these
"interesting times". You can connect with the online survey by clicking HERE. If you need
to fill out a hard copy of the survey and have not yet received yours, or need another
one, please contact the church office. If you have any questions regarding the survey,
please let us know. Thank you!

The Beat Goes On - Updates from the Music Room
This month, the Bell Choir Reboot is officially underway! If you would like to join in our joyful noise, please contact our
Music Director, Ellie Tupper at etupper51@gmail.com. Space is limited and masks and distancing are required, so
please RSVP if you would like to participate.
Our first Signs of Worship video is up! This is the instructional video for The Lord's Prayer. For those interested in Sign
Choir, we will create a video to accompany our sung Lord's Prayer in Worship, but anyone is welcome to learn from the
video and engage in this new way to worship! You can find the video on our YouTube channel under Signs of Worship
- The Lords Prayer.
Virtual Choir is every other week via Zoom, Thursdays at 7:00 pm. (October 15 & 29) We will be focusing on healthy
singing and familiar tunes to sing at home, so no experience is required. If you are not a recent member of the choir but
would like to join our virtual group, please email Cynthia Romoff at mumcchoirdir@gmail.com for the links.
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Distancing Together by Polly Carlson
Isolation is hard on everyone. After all, we come into the world seeking relationship – and it remains a
primary need right to the end of our lives. Being separated from community, be it relatives, friends, or
coworkers, can be unendurable. Thus the uptick we see in depression, anxiety and conflicts with those we
see too much of.
Some people have gotten creative in ways to connect with others. For instance, finding other individuals or
families that practice a similar level of protection, to meet in a park or backyard to picnic, play games, or to
just visit. Each family bringing their own food avoids concerns about who touches food, utensils, and shared
items like condiments. It is recommended that if food is to be shared, gloves preceded by hand washing are
used in preparation, and that food be dished up by one gloved person. Maintaining a 6 foot distance and
wearing masks reduces the chance of passing germs while still enjoying each other’s company. Some people
are meeting to stream church services together. Others have established “germ families”. There is a certain
level of risk involved with this, and trust that others are doing their part to stay safe in other places.
When weather requires a move indoors, ventilation such as open windows can reduce risk; however, fans are
not recommended unless they are blowing air out of windows. Otherwise they just circulate potentially
contaminated air.
Other activities that can be shared are watching movies with 6 feet between individuals or family groups,
engaging in creative art or craft projects together, playing games with each player having their own board,
cards, or dice.
Technology has been a boon for those who know how to use it. iPhones allow virtual face-to-face
conversations, as can Skype. Zoom creates the possibility for groups of people to meet virtually. Some use it
to share Happy Hour, eat “together”, play games such as dungeons and dragons, a card game, charades. It
is also a venue for meetings, community groups, club events or book clubs.
Movie nights can be shared using Netflix Party extension for Google Chrome, you can sync up your Netflix
account with your friends’ to watch a movie together. You can also start a film at generally the same time the
old-fashioned way. You and your friends can pile on the snacks, blanket up, and get ready for a movie
marathon.
Visiting restaurants can be a challenge, but with care can be relatively safe. Check the restaurant’s
COVID-19 prevention practices before you go. Access their website or social media to see if they have
updated information on COVID-19 safety guidelines. You can also call and ask if all staff are wearing masks
(correctly) while at work. Ask about options for self-parking to remove the need for a valet service.
Once you get to the restaurant, wear masks when less than 6 feet from other people or are indoors. Wear
your mask when not eating and maintain a proper social distance if you are dining with others who don’t live
with you. Choose food and drink options that are not self-serve to limit the use of shared serving utensils,
handles, buttons, or touchscreens. Don’t forget the importance of hand washing.
If you are feeling trapped indoors or are going stir crazy, find a way to introduce some novelty into your life. It
might be creating a new way to connect with others, starting a new hobby, taking on new project to help or
serve others, learn something new. Or just getting out of the house for a walk, a drive out of the city, visiting
nature. Even better, meet up with a friend to do so!
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Ministry Partner Wish Lists
Our ministry partners are experiencing frequent shifts in their immediate needs, in light of the current health restrictions.
Things like sanitizer, masks, and disposable supplies are especially important. The best way to stay current on the
needs of our Ministry partners, Family Promise of Spokane and Shalom Ministries, is to follow them on social media,
and on their websites. Manito UMC also regularly sends out updated information and can accept donations in (socially
distanced) person in the north parking lot on Wednesdays from 1:30 to 2:00 pm.

Urgent Needs
• Hand sanitizer
• Masks
• Disinfectants
• Hot Paper Cups w/Lids
• Individually packaged Jell-O, fruit,
cookies, crackers and snacks
• Oatmeal/Rolled Oats
• Sandwich bread
• Peanut butter
• Cheese & bologna.
• Monetary donations for Covidcompliant disposable serving
products.

Groceries
• Brown & White Sugar
• Sugar packets
• Salt and Pepper
• Syrup
• Jam or Jelly
• Coffee
• Margarine or Butter
• Ketchup
• Pancake Batter
• 6” Paper Plates
• Granulated Garlic
• Milk/Creamer Packets
• Coffee (beans)

Other
• Laundry soap
• Blankets
• Sleeping bags
• Coats and jackets
• Backpacks
• Tampons
• Heavy Duty Garbage Bags

Family Promise Needs List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Milk - 2%, Whole
Eggs
Cheese
Butter
Pasta Sauce
Rice
Ranch Dressing
Vegetables
Fruit
Ground Beef/Meat
Lunch Meat
Pre-made Frozen Meals
Kid Snacks
Shelf Stable Juice/Boxes
Coffee Creamer, any kind
Cooking Spray
Cooking Oil

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paper Plates
Plastic Utensils
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Ziplock Bags
Large Pull-Ups
Baby Wipes
Baby Diapers (large)
Baby Formula (Similac Advance)
Baby Foods/snacks
Dishwasher Pods
Liquid Laundry Detergent
Laundry Detergent Pods
Basic First Aid Supplies
Hand Sanitizer
Shampoo/ Conditioner
Deodorant

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lotion for dry/sensitive skin
Hand Soap
Dish Sponges
Kleenex
Paper Towels
Forehead Thermometers
10 gallon trash bags
Baby Tylenol (Unopened)
Tylenol/Advil (Unopened)
Dryer sheets
Disinfectant Wipes
Adult/ kids toothbrushes
Foot Powder/spray
Q-tips
High Chair (need 2)
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
2020 Annual Operating Budget: $246,685
September 2020

Year To Date thru September 30, 2020

Income

$13,891

$180,056

Expenses

$19,238

$169,270

Surplus (Deficit)

($ 5,347)

$ 10,786

Financially, Manito continues to in a good position. Pledged giving is strong at 113% of budget, and unpledged giving is
very strong at 148% of budget. Operating cash on hand on at the end of September was $67,364.
Please continue to support Manito through your tithes and gifts. Checks can be mailed to the office. You may also
choose to give through the Donate tab on our website which will allow you to use a bank account or credit/debit card.
Also, giving can be done directly from your financial institution to Manito. Greg Plummer will be glad to provide
information on how to do that.
Watch for more information in the Newsletter about Manito’s faithful, hopeful, loving, Faithful Generosity stewardship
campaign for 2021.
The Finance Committee typically meets in the Memorial Lounge at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month.
However, meetings are currently being held on-line through zoom. Contact Greg Plummer, 509-838-8787, for
information on how to attend. All members and friends of Manito are invited to participate.
Greg Plummer
Chair, Finance Committee

Report from the UMC PNW Conference by Brian Branson
Last Thursday, September 17, 2020 I watched the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference online. I had 3 laptops to help
me get through the conference. With one laptop I joined the panel which had the sign language interpreters available
and the other laptop to get most of the information including captioning and the business information. The third laptop I
used was for access to voting on motions or petitions. The conference opened at 3:30 p.m. by Bishop Elaine Stanovsky
and we took a dinner break around 6:00 p.m. Then it started again at 7:00 pm and ended around 9:30 p.m.
Involved in the conference were the opening worship, the call to order, opening motions, petitions, Board of Ordained
Ministry Report, Laity Address, Episcopal Address, Nominations Report, General Conference Delegation Report,
Affirmation of Appointments and Closing Worship.
Please let me know if you would like additional information relating to the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference.
- Brian Branson
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Please share your celebrations
with us! If you have a special
milestone or great news you’d
like to share, contact the office or
email to manitoumc@gmail.com
by the 15th of the month.

Please join us in
celebrating Brian
Branson, who
recently moved into
the role of President of
United Methodist
Committee on Deaf,
Hard of Hearing, and
DeafBlind Ministries
(UM-DHM). He
previously served as Vice- President. UMDHM gets support from the General Board of
Global Ministries which it provides grants and
scholarships to churches and individuals in
the United States and a few other countries.
More informationcan be found
under www.umcdhm.org. Congratulations!

Office Hours and Access:
Manito UMC is currently in
Phase 2 of the Greater
Northwest Area of The
United Methodist Church's
plan for reopening. The
church staff has returned to
the office, but the exterior
doors will remain closed. Our
staff will continue to monitor
the phone, respond to email
and voicemail messages
Monday-Friday between
10:00am and 2:00pm.
Please note: Anyone
entering the church must
wear a mask or face
covering while in the
building and practice
physical/social distancing.
Groups are limited to five
people or fewer.

October Birthdays!
Shelly Kuney-10/2

Shari Davis-10/18

Sally Mechals-10/3

Peggy Ackerman-10/19

Samantha Kuney-10/6

Marilyn Sieveke-10/19

Ellen Adams-10/8

Jody Leaver-10/20

We wish to observe the passing of a

Davian Toulou-10/10

Jill Newberry-10/23

beloved member of our Manito community

Angie Vostrez-10/10

Joyce Reynolds-10/25

David Groenig-10/11

Liz McNally-10/28

Gail Glass-10/13

Bob Mead-10/29

Tiffany DeTienne-10/14

Becky Bennett-10/30

Darlene Townsend-10/14

Bryan Branson-10/31

this past month, Angie Vostrez. A private
service

was held for her family. Please

remember Leon Vostrez and the rest of
the family in your prayers at this time.

PHOTOS IN WORSHIP CHALLENGE - MANITO MEMORIES
This month for our slideshow, we will share Manito Memories! As we consider our role as stewards
in our community, we also celebrate the history of where we have been, as we look to new ways
the future. Please send your photos for consideration to MUMCSlides@gmail.com or use this link,
which will be sent out in weekly communications as well: Manito Memories.

See our website at www.manitoumc.org for online worship links, 10:30 am
Sunday morning. Fellowship via Zoom immediately after!
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