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my father’s house and from my native land, 'r]!J"?fb “}DNIJ \"5".UZJTIJJ WK1 '{5‘1%‘-‘_{
who promised me on oath,saying, Twill assign 5w KT KT VIR R 1K
this land to your offspring’—He will send His Dwn 1]3‘7 K UHPIT” T’JL-:J:? \"1315:5?_3

| angel before you, and youwill get awife for my : v L

' son from there, $And if the woman does not '?]"H'IN ﬂDf?'? HWN':[ KN Nb_th]S

fl consentto follow you, you shall then be clearof 3‘[7 ”J:'-_-‘?N ‘[7:1 nKT YA mpn
this oath to me; but do not take my son back "i“i'j'.i"h:( TAVT ny“ﬂﬂ Ay awn

} there.” 9So the servant put his hand under the Sy b VAW 13K DK 77 nmn

I thigh ofhis master Abraham and swore to him T - TT ',_} 9T

as bidden. ; v, g
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} mThen the servant took ten of his master’s | L . o
} camels and set out, taking with him all the opm A TR 3:71;3_5-?.! jb“ LARES

bounty of his master; and he made his way to m "r’};"r?{:i 07 D"Ilﬁ"t?N "[5"1
n Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. 11 e 135.'-.1“7N b Yarm D’:b;_ggn Tan 1
‘ made the camels kneel down by the well out- :ﬂ'“-,u.\s'U-J'tr nKy ﬂthP .‘I‘].U J‘-l}fb D

side the city, at evening time, the time whep o WK b ffes i
r 1912
women come out to draw water. 2And he said, o i 2R A R Ti'T: RN

L“O Lorp, God of my master Abraham, grant ,

7 His angel God’s providence is here per- tion rendered “Aram-naharaim” as “Aram which

sonified as a heavenly being. is on the Euphrates,” referring o the territory
8. clear of this oath Free of furcher obliga-  bounded on three sides by the great bend of the
tion. Euphrates, within which lay the kingdom of

§ . ) Mitanni, called Naharain in ancient Near Easi-
THE SERVANT’S PRAYER  (vv. 10-1 4) ern texts,

10. and set our The derails of the journey 77, by the well Public wells served as a
are ignored,; only the goal and its realization are meeting place for townsfolk and shepherds.
described. Newly arrived swangers could restock their

ten of his master’s camels Concerning the water supplies, gather information abour the
presence of camels in the patriarchal narratives, town, and make useful contacts there,
see Comment to 12:16. Here, the sizable con- g evening time When the chores are done
voy is intended to make 7 strong impression on  and the day has cooled, the young women go
the future bride and her family, to serve as the out to draw water and can lounge about and en-
means for testing her character, and o provide gagein leisurely conversation.
transportation back to Canaan for her and her 12, Aud he said This unnamed servant of
enrourage. Abrzham is the firse person whom Scriprure re-

Aram-nakaraim The Septuagint took the cords ag praying for personal guidance ar 2 crici-
second word of the name to mean “two rivers,”  cal moment.
and so arose the name “Mesopotamia”: licerally, grant me good fortune The Hebrew verb
the land “berween the two rivers.” These were here (hatkred) literally means “make it occur,”
the Tigris and the Euphrates, or the Euphrates What appears to be the result of chance (rmikreh)
and its tributary Balikh, The Aramaic transla- may, in reality, be a deliberate determination of

12ff. Some of the Sages criticize the servant Others see the content of the prayer as a bril-
for his prayer. Conceivably, an unsuitable liantly intuitive realization that the qualities
young woman might have come along to offer Isaac most needed in a wife, and might not
him water. Furthermore, although miracles do have known that he needed, were kindness
happen, a person may not demand a miracle. and generosity.
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me good fortune this day, and deal graciously
with my master Abraham: 1*HereIstand by the
spring as the daughters of the townsmen come
out to draw water; 14let the maiden to whom [
saiﬁmmf
aﬁﬁ?lﬂ?@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬂ also water
your camels'—Ilet her be the one whom You
have decreed for Your servant lsaac. Thereby

shallTknow that You have dealt graciously with

my master.”

15He had scarcely finished speaking, when
Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, the son
of Milcah the wife of Abraham’s brother Na-
hor, came out with her jar on her shoulder.
16The maiden was very beautiful, a virgin
whom 1o man had known. She went down
to the spring, filled her jar, and came up.
17The servant ran toward her and said, “Please,
Jet me sip alittle water fromyourjar.” 18“Drink,
mylord,” she said, and she quicklylowered her
jar upon her hand and let him drink. 19When
she had let him drink hisfill, she said, “T will
also draw for your camels, until they finish
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God. Nothing is more characteristic of the bib-
lical outlook than the conviction about the role
of divine providence in everyday human affairs.

14, water your camels A single camel (and
here there were 10Y) requires at least 25 gallons
of water to regain the weight it loses in the
course of a long journey. It takes a camel about
10 minutes to drink this amount of water.

let her be the one Because she possesses no-
bility of character, is hospitable to strangers, and
is kind to animals.

THE ENCOUNTER WITH REBEKAH
(vv. 15-27)

The servand’s prayer is answered at once.
15. born to Bethuel Her full genealogy is

given because Nahor also had children from a
concubine (related in 22:20-24). The child of a
chief wife enjoyed higher social prestige. The re-
lationship to Abraham is given to emphasize the
providential nature of what oceurred.

16. a virgin That is, a sexually marure
young girl of marriageable age.

went down . .. filled . .. came up She went
abourt her business briskly and conscientiously,
not wasting time in gossip. This made a great
impression on the servant.

17. let me sip  To test her, he refrains from
asking for water for the animals.

19. until they finish Her offer is not a hol-
low gesture but an act of generosity given in Full

knowledge of the labor involved.

16. Rebekah is described as beautiful and
chaste, but her distinguishing characteristic is
her kindness, offering to draw water not only
for this stranger but for his train of camels as
well. Abraham and Sarah, for all of their pio-
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neering religious achievements, were some-
times insensitive to members of their own
household. Rebelkah’s kindness and generosity
may have been what was needed to correct
those family dynamics,




