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me bring them out to you, and you may do to
them as you please; but do not do anything to
these men, since they have come under the
shelterofmy roof” ?But they said, “Stand back!
The fellow,” they said, “came here as an alien,
and already he acts the ruler! Now we will deal
worse with you than with them.” And they
pressed hard against the person of Lot, and
moved forward to break the door. 10But the
meén stretched out their hands and pulled Lot
into the house with them, and shut the door.
11And the people who were at the entrance of
the house, young and old, they struck with
blinding light, so that they were helpless to
find the entrance. _

12Then the men said to Lot, “Whom else
have you here? Sons-in-law, your sons and
daughters, or anyone else that you have in the
city—bring them out of the place. 13For we are
about to destroy this place; because the outcry
against them before the Lorp has become so
great that the Lorp has sent us to destroy it.”
'S0 Lot wentoutand spoke to his sons-in-law,
who had married his daughters, and said, © Up,
get out of this place, for the Lorp is about to
destroy the city” But he seemed to his sons-in-
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law as one who jests.
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15As dawn bfoke, the angels urged Lot on, /

woman is considered married, although the
marriage has not been sexually consummared.
The violator of such a woman incurs the deach
penalcy. This is true in ancienc Near Eascern law
codes as well.

9. The fellow Literally, “the one,” a remark
laden with concempt. Lot is being reminded
that he is a stranger, without legal rights and
protection, entirely dependent on the goodwill
of the local community.

11, blinding light A sudden, immobilizing,
blazing flash of [ight.

THE DELIVERANCE OF LOT AND
HIS FAMILY  (vv. 12-16)

12. Sons-in-law They list possible relarives,
notonly Lot's immediate family.

13, the outery The guilt of the city is now
beyond all doubr, and its punishment is inevi-
table.

14, went out To where his intended sons-
in-law lived.

whao had married This rendering, which is
that of the Septuagint (the ancient Greek trans-
lation), assumes that Lot had two married
daughters in the city.

as one who jests Their lack of seriousness
reveals their insensirivity to the moral evil abour
them. ] '

I5. two remaining daughters Licerally, “your
two daughters who are here.”
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(s’aying, “Up, take your wife and your two re-

GENESIS 19:16 VA-YERA

maining daughters, lest you be swept away be-
cause of the iiquity of the city.” 165till he de-
layed. So the men seized his hand, and the
Tands of his wife and his two daughters—in
the Lorp’s mercy on him—and brought him

Lﬁut and left him outside the city.[7When they
ad brought them outside, one said, “Flee for

your life! Do not look behind you, nor stop
anywhere in the Plain; flee to the hills, lest
you be swept away.” 18But Lot said to them,
“Oh no, my lord! 1%You have been so gracious
to your servant, and have already shown me so
much kindness in order to save my life; but I
cannotflee to the hills, lest the disaster overtake
me and I die. 22Look, that town there is near
enough to flee to; itis such alittle place! Let me
flee there—it is such a little place—and let my
life be saved.” 21He replied, “Very well, I will
grant you this favor too, and I will not anni-
hilate the town of which you have spoken.
2Hurry, flee there, for I cannot do anything
until you arrive there.” Hence the town came
to be called Zoar.

23As the sun rose upon the earth and Lot
entered Zoar, 24the Lorp rained upon Sodom
and Gomorrah sulfurous fire from the Lorp

16. the Lorp’s mercy on bim The deliver-
ance of Lot is an act of divine grace, as verse 29

indicates.

17. Do not look bebindyor Do noc linger.

the bills The highlands of Moab.

18. my lord This translation takes the He-
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change in Zoar’s name from the original Bela
(14:2).

THE CATACLYSM  (vv. 23-29)

The passage contains traces of historical memory
that the region was affected by earthquakes. Evi-

brew word adonai here as a nonsacred term.
Some commentators read it as a plural: “my
lords” or “sirs.” Orchers understand it as a direct
plea to God.

20. a lirtle place The Hebrew word trans-
lated as “a little place” (mitzar) is a play on the
place-name zzg-ar (Zoar) in verse 22, It is in-
tended to explain, by popular etymology, the

dently, one of the last earthquakes had shaped
the lower Jordan Valley region by allowing heat
and gases to escape from the earth. Lightning
then ignited the sulfur and bitumen chat were
there, obliterating everything in the area. Ac-
cording to geologic studies, this took place long
before the age of Abraham.

24, the Lorp . . . the Lorp The repetition

15. lest you be sweptaway "Once destruc-
tion begins, it does not discriminate between

the righteous and the wicked” (Seikhel Tov).
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