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LEVITICUS 14:22 M'TZORA

for him, one-tenth of a measure of choice flour
with oil mixed in for a grain offering, and a log
of oil; 22and two turtledoves or two pigeons, de-
pending on his means, the one to be the puri-
fication offering and the other the burnt
offering. 230n the eighth day of his purification
he shall bring them to the priest at the entrance
of the Tent of Meeting, before the Lorp. 24The
priest shall take the lamb of reparation offering
and the log of oil, and elevate them as an ele-
vation offering before the Lorp. 25When the
Jamb of reparation offering has been slaugh-
tered, the priest shall take some of the blood of
the reparation offering and put it on the ridge
of the right ear of the one being purified, on the
thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of
his right foot. 26The priest shall then pour some
of the oil into the palm of his own left hand,
27and with the finger of his right hand the priest
shall sprinkle some of the oil that is in the palm
of his left hand seven times before the Lorp.
28Some of the oil in his palm shall be put by the
priest on the ridge of the right ear of the one
being purified, on the thumb of his right hand,
and on the'big toe of his right foot, over thesame
places as the blood of the reparation offering;
29and what is left of the oil in his palm the priest
shall put on the head of the one being purified,
to make expiation for him before the Lorp.
30He shall then offer one of the turtledoves or
pigeons, depending on his means—3lwhich-
ever he can afford—the one as a purification
offering and the other as a burnt offering, to-
gether with the grain offering, Thus the priest
shall make expiation before the LORD for the
one being purified. 32Such is the ritual for him
who has a scaly affection and whose means for
his purification are limited.

33The LorpspoketoMosesand Aaron,saying:

TZARA-AT TN BUILDING STONES
(vv. 33-53)

This section deals with some sort of mold, blight,
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or rot, perhaps of a fungoid nature, that produced
recessed lesions and discoloration in the plaster
or mud used to cover building stones.




LEVITICUS 14:34 wmTzoRA

34When you enter the land of Canaan that I
give youas a possession, and Linflict an eruptive
plague upon a house in the land you possess,
35the owner of the house shall come and tell the
priest, saying, “Something like a plague has ép-
peared uponmy house.” 36The priest shall order

the house cleared before the priest enters to ex-

amine the plague, so that nothing in the house

may become impure; after that the priest shall
enter to examine the house. 37If, when he ex-
amines the plague, the plague in the walls of the
house is found to consist of greenish or reddish
streaksthatappear to go deep into the wall, 38the
priest shall come out of the house to the en-
trance of the house, and close up the house for
seven days. 390n the seventh day the priest shall

return. If he sééélfﬁaﬁr:gﬂélﬁ@e has spread on

the V\ferﬂ-s_'-oﬁ_};é-h&igﬁtm shall order
the stones with the plagiie in fliemn fo be pulled

out and cast outside tfle_a{}; into an impure
place. 41The house shall be scraped inside all
around, and the coating that is scraped off shall
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36. Once the priest arrives and quarantines
the house, everything inside it becomes impure
as well. y

37. streaks that appear to go deep into the
wall Literally, “lesions that appear to be re-
cessed within the surface of the wall.”

38. close up the house A diseased person is
closed up’in a house. Here, the house itself is
locked up to keep people out.

39. Ifthelesions became enlarged, it is likely
thar the blight, or fungus, has penetrated to the
stones themselves. :

41, The mud coaring is scraped off the in-
terior facing of the rest of the stones to ascertain
whether the infection had penetrated the stones
themselves. ]

34. The appearance of tzara.at in the
stones of a house was amysterious event. Some
Sages doubted it ever happened, and. others
consigned it to a distant past. Commenta-
tors consider the afflicted house (ha-bayit
ha-m’nugga) to be a moral warning rather than
a natural occurrence, even more emphatically
than they consider cases of skin disease to be
a moral warning. They fasten on the word for
“linflict” to deduce that this was a plague sent
by God. A home is a family’s private refuge.
Thus a home aflicted by plague represents the
breakdown of the social values that kept a fam-
ily safe and united. It was a cause for concern
if the problems of society at large had come to
infect the home. Most commentators suggest

that the antisocial behavior that brought the
plague to the house was selfishness, a blind-
ness to the needs of others.

35. owner of the house Literally, “one
whose house it is,” leading the Sages to con-
clude that the owner sinned by saying, “the
house and everything in it are mine and I don’t
have to share it with anyone else” (BT Yoma
11b). As punishment, the house is torn down.
The Midrash pictures such owners claiming
that they cannot help the poor because they are
poor themselves. When their houses are dis-
mantled, all will see what they were hoarding
(Lev. R. 17:2).

40. stones . . . to be pulled out From the
heart of the selfish owner.
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LEVITICUS 14:42 ™M'TZORA

be dumped outside the city in an impure place.

42They shall take other stones and replace those
stones with them, and take other coating and

plaster the house.

431f the plague again breaks out in the house,
after the stones have been pulled out and after
the house has been scraped and replastered,
sathe priest shall come to examine: if the plague
has spread in the house, it is a malignant erup-
tion in the house; it is impure. 45The house shall

be torn down—its stones and timber and all the
coating on the house—and taken to an 1mpure

“46Whoever enters the house while it is closed
up shall be impure until evening. 4"Whoever
sleeps in the house must wash his clothes, and
whoever eatsin the house must wash his clothes.

48]f, however, the priest comes and sees that
the plague has not spread in the house after the
house was replastered, the priest shall pro-
nounce the house pure, for the plague has
healed. 499To purify the house, he shall take two
birds, cedar wood, crimson stuff, and hyssop.
s0He shall slaughter the one bird over fresh wa-
ter in an earthen vessel. 51 He shall take the cedar

_ wood, the hyssop, the crimson stuff, and thelive

bird, and dip them in the blood of the slaugh-
tered bird and the fresh water, and sprinkle on
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42. take other coating and plaster the house
The stones could be retained if the blight had not
penetrated into them.

4647, These verses deal with the transmis-
sion of an impurity chat is present in a closed
structure to people who are inside the structure
while it is impure.

49, The procedures for purifying the house
that has “healed,” so to speak, are almost iden-
tical to those prescribed in verses 1-32 for pu-
rifying a diseased person. There is only one
difference: Qil and blood are sprinkled on a
person; water and blood are sprinkled on a
house.

43-45. Ts the problem superficial, easily
cleared up, or has it entered the structure of the
institution, so that the institution is beyond
saving?

The house shall be torn down The Mid-
rash sees this as an anticipation of the destruc-

tion of Solomon’s temple, a house that will
have been corrupted by the behavior of its in-
habitants (Lev. R. 17:7). It then adds, “But it
will not be forever, as it is stated, ‘Behold, am
laying in Zion a foundation stone, a precious
cornerstone, a sure foundation’” (Isa. 28:16).
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the house seven times. >2Having purified the
house with the blood of the bird, the fresh water,
the live bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop, and
the crimson stuff, 33he shall set the live bird free
outside the city in the open country. Thus he
shall make expiation for the house, and it shall
be pure.

54Such is the ritual for every eruptive

affection—for scalls, 55for an eruption on a
cloth or a house, 56for swellings, for rashes, or

for discolorations—>7to determine when they

are impure and when they are pure.

Such is the ritual concerning eruptions.

1 5 The Lorp spoke to Moses and Aaron,
saying: 2Speak to the Israelite people and say to
them:

When any man has a discharge issuing from
his member, he is impure. 3The impurity
from his discharge shall mean the following—
whether his member runs with the discharge or
is stopped up so that there is no discharge, his
impurity means this: 4Any bedding on which
the one with the discharge lies shall be impure,
and every object on which he sits shall be im-

54-57. These verses are a postscript to the
entire contents of chapters 13 and 14.
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DISCHARGES FROM SEXUAL ORGANS (15:1-33)

Most of this chaprer deals with discharges from
the sexual organs as a result of illness or infection,
not the normal menstruation of females or sem-
inal emissions of males. Liccle was known about
their treatment, apart from bathing, laundering
clothing, and carefully observmg the course taken
by the ailment itself. All the impurities dealt with
in this chapter, like any prevailing impurity

within the Israclite community, threatened, di-
rectly or indirectly, the purity of the sancruary,
which was located within the area of settlement.

THE ISRAELITE MALE  (vv. 1-18)

2. member Hebrew: basar (body, flesh); here
it is a euphemism for the male sex organ.
4, lies . . . sits Two sorts of objects are ren-

CHAPTER 15

2ff. Once again we encounter the notion of
tum-ah not as uncleanness or contamination
but as an encounter with the mysterious

life-engendering power of certain bodily fluids
and with thelife-endangering dimension of dis-
case. This encounter with the primal forces of
life and death rule out (or may possibly replace]
otherways of entering into the divine presence.
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