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GENESIS 39:6 vA-YEISHEV

that the Egyptian put him in charge of his
household and of all that he owned, the Lorp
blessed his house for Joseph’s sake, so that the
blessing of the Lorp was u poneverything that
he owned, in the house and outside. 6He left a]]
that he had in Joseph’s hands and, with him
there, he paid attention to nothing save the
food that he ate. Now Joseph was well built
and handsome.

/'/ 7After a time, his master’s wife cast her eyes [

upon Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8But he

refused. He said to his master’s wife, “Look,

with me here, my master gives no thought to
anything in this house, and all that he owns he
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L has placed in my hands. /éHe wields no more

quently referred ro in Egyptian texts as “comp-
troller” (mer-per).

5. the Lorp blessed God brought great
prosperity to the master.

in the house and outside Literally, “in the
house and in the field.” The phrase is a figure of
speech that combines two contrasting elements
to express totality.

6. in Joseph’s hands Joseph has now
teached the pinnacle of his career as a servant.

the food that he ate Egyptians did not ear
with strangers (43:32). Thus early commenta-
tors understood the phrase as a euphemism for
“wife.”

well built and handsome No other male is
so described in Scripture. Its insertion here
serves solely to introduce che next episode.

THE ATTEMPTED SEDUCTION (wv. 7-20)
7. After a time Sufficient time has elapsed

for Joseph's high position to be accepted by him
as normal and rourine.

his master’s wife She remains nameless,

cast her eyes #por Wich lo nging, lasciv-
iously. There is irony here. The mistress of the
house has become a slave to her lust for her hus-
band’s slave.

Lie with me There are no preliminaries, no
words of love. Her demand reflects her aware-
ness of Joseph's slave status.

8. he refused Sexual promiscuity was com-
monplace in all slave societies, and an ambitious
person might have considered that the woman
was presenting him with a chance to advance his
personal interests.

He said to his master’s wife Joseph explains
his personal reasons for refusing her advances.
First he points to the abuse of trust that would
be involved, then to the violation of the hus-
band’s proprietary rights over his wile, then to
the religious and moral nature of the offense.

6. Joseph was well built and handsome He
inherited his good looks from his mother, Ra-
chel, who is described in identical Hebrew
terms in Gen. 29:17. The Midrash pictures Jo-
sephasimmersedinvanityandconcerned with
his appearance. This prompted God to say,
“Your father is grieving and you comport your-
self thus!” Immediately, his good looks get him
into trouble and causehim to be cast into prison
(Tanh.).

8. The Sages imagine Joseph about to yield

to the enticements of Potiphar’s wife when the
image of his father appears before him and
strengthens his resolve to say no (BT Sot. 36h).
AlthoughJacobhadschemed andcheatedwhen
he was young, he never was guilty of sexual
impropriety. The cantillation note for the word
translated as “but he refused” (va-y'ma-en) is
the rare note “shalshelet,” which appears only
four times in the Torah. It is a wavering, back-
and-forth note, suggesting indecision and am-
bivalence on Joseph'’s part.
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