
 

Rotary Club of Englewood 
Spoke January 12, 2021 

 
Presiding: Lisa Wisotsky 
Recorder: Jim Cole 
 
Inspiration moment: From Charlotte Bennett Schoen’s 
reading of the Rotarian Magazine. Words to the effect “to use 
conflict to generate constructive change.” 
 
Highlighted Rotary Club: Rotary Club of Union, selected by 
Sue Fetner 
 
Program: The County’s efforts to monitor and facilitate the 
equitable distribution of food in the county was described by 
Bergen County Commissioner Tracy Zur. (Commissioner has 
replaced Freeholder) Tracy has been a whole bunch of things 
including a judge besides being a commissioner and a Mom. 
Lisa Introduced Tracy by noting the club’s recent contribution 
to The Center for Food Action. (CFA) Tracy’s discussion 
centered on the increased vulnerability of citizens to food 
shortages caused by the contagion.   
 
Take home points 
 
-CFA has seen an increase of clients from approximately 
15,000 to 40,000. 
-Food insecurity for adults  has increased 71% 
-Food insecurity for children has increased by 113% 

 



 

(I have no idea as to how these numbers were generated but 
do not doubt them.) 
-Food pantries and distribution centers are in silos (like 
Rotary clubs) and do not share information with one another. 
Tracy described efforts by the county to increase sharing of 
information to better distribute food stuffs throughout the 
county. 
-The county has received $2M from the federal government 
through the CARES act. ( Coronavirus Aid Relief and 
Economic Security)  
-Funds are also available from Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program. (SNAP) 
-Distribution centers try to tailor food to the medical needs of 
the client: i.e. low salt for people with hypertension and heart 
disease; reduced sugar for diabetics. 
-Finding and keeping fresh fruits and vegetables has been a 
challenge. 
-On a couple of occasions Tracy mentioned that The 
Farmers’ market in Ramsey is the only market of that type to 
accept food stamps. 
- No one has died of starvation in the county. 
-Englewood has a number of distribution centers. (eg CFA) 
-One in six children have poor access to good, nutritious 
food. 
-All towns in Bergen county, including Alpine, Upper Saddle 
River have people who are suffering from inability to obtain 
and/or purchase food 
 
I was shocked by how extensive the food problem is in one 
of the richest counties in the country! 

 



 

 
The presentation was excellent and illuminating. 
 
Announcements: Janet Sharma gave information on two 
upcoming events. On Thursday January 14th there will be a 
showing on Netflix of the proceedings that led to the passage 
of the 13th amendment to the constitution. A number of 
people will be commenting on the showing including State 
Attorney General Grewel. 
 
On February 10th a workshop will be held from 6:30-9:00 pm  
concerning dealing with racial injustice. Janet will send out a 
flier as the time approaches. 
 
Kevin Brown and Scott Reddin related that there will be a 
presentation on the history of integration of the Englewood 
Public schools on Tuesday, February 9th. The discussion will 
be presented by Tom Monroe, a graduate of Dwight Morrow 
High School who is active in the community. There was a 
time when the schools were segregated, then theoretically 
integrated  but not actually as children went to school based 
on the location of their homes. Since these were effectively 
segregated there was no racial balance. Integration came 
about in 1963 when grades were integrated o/n a city wide 
basis. 
 
 
 

 


