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President’s Message 
 

 Dear Sisters in Christ! 

At our 2018 District Convention, the theme was Rejoice, Pray 

and Be at Peace, based on one of my favorite passages, 

Philippians 4:6-7. 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” I would like to add 

Philippians 4, verse 4, “Rejoice in the Lord always; I will say it again, Rejoice,” which completes our theme. 

As I look back over this past year since I was elected President, I rejoice in the Lord for all His blessings! For the faithful 

women who continue to Serve the Lord in their congregations, who remain in the Word and seek to work together as 

sisters in Christ, who gather mites to fund the grants voted on at Conventions. 

I rejoice that the goal of $2,075,000 for the LWML 2017-2019 biennium was reached. 

I rejoice that our District goal for the 2018-2020 biennium of $95,274 is well underway and that we are now working on 

grant #10, Gospel Outreach via ESL (English as a Second Language) at Faith Lutheran in Seaside, California. By 

breaking the language barrier, the church hopes to reach out and build relationships with the Latino community. 

I pray that as we gather at the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, in June, we will be “In Praise to the Lord” for His 

saving love for us! I pray that the newly elected officers will continue the legacy of great leadership and steadfastness as 

we look at the future of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Our Director of Communications, Lynnette Campbell, 

is a candidate for the Nominating Committee. May Our Lord lead the elections according to His will. 

I am peace that as we set the new goal for the new biennium, we are seeking God’s will as we step up to the challenge to 

meet the new mite goal. 

In the words of our LWML President, Patti Ross – “now more than ever, our families, our church, and our world are in 

greater need of the saving Gospel message than ever before. We, as Lutheran Women in Mission can and will meet the 

challenge to make sure that God's Word, by the power of the Holy Spirit, gets shared around the world. Whether that is 

done by us as individuals, by LWML programming and resources, or by the ministries we support through our grants, we 

will do it! We are up to the next challenge!” 

May we, together as sisters and brothers in Christ, continue to Rejoice, Pray and Be at Peace as we celebrate Our Risen 

Savior!  

Blessings, 

Martha E. Dubke,                                                                                                                                                                                         

LWML CNH President     

News from The Pastoral Counselor                                                                  

A DEVOTION 

“I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.”  (Psalm 116:1) 

A meditation on Matthew 15:21-28 

Location.  Location.  Location. 

Everybody knows that refrain for realtors and businesses. 

It’s also true for Jesus and His mercy.                                                                                                                                                  

Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem had come to Galilee; for they questioned Jesus’ teaching—His disciples did not 

follow the tradition of the elders.  Those from Jerusalem were occupied with external piety and purity, whereas Our Lord 

teaches that what defiles a person flows out of the heart and then out of the mouth.  (Matthew 15:1-20) 
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In order to teach the disciples this truth, Our Lord leaves Galilee and travels to Tyre and Sidon—a region outside of Israel, 

an area of Canaanites.  Certainly not the place to find clean, holy people, right? 

Listen!  A Canaanite woman calls out after Jesus: “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David.  My daughter is severely 

oppressed by a demon.” 

Will He show mercy to her since she is not ritually pure?  She has not washed her hands … she lives outside of the land of 

Israel, far from Jerusalem … 

What will the Lord, Son of David, the Son of Abraham, do to a foreigner?  His silence seems to confirm the distinction 

between us and them, here and there. 

But what comes out of her mouth?  “Lord help me!”  She is altogether clean.  For what comes out of her mouth is what is 

in her heart:  trust in the mercy of Jesus! 

Jesus commends her faith.  And she received what she sought. 

Jerusalem?  Lebanon?  Yuba City?  180 Greenway Drive Walnut Creek? 

It matters not where you are for the mercy of the Lord.  It matters not who you are for the mercy of the Lord.  It matters 

not what your diet has been or how you have washed your hands or whatever other ritual you might have depended on. 

It matters where Jesus is.  On the cross, for He is the Mercy Seat of God. (Romans 3  Mercy poured out on your body and 

spirit in the waters of Holy Baptism.  That is the washing that you need, for your hands and feet, your whole life.  Mercy 

spoken to you in the word of absolution: God has removed the punishment, for the King suffered and died for His people; 

and yes, also raised and ascended on high!  Mercy distributed in the body and blood of communion: we partake of the 

holy life of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. 

Once we were far away … once we were not His people … once we were unclean … but now you are God's people; once 

you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:10) 

 

Location.  Location.  Location. 

He has shown you where He is for mercy. 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need. (Hebrews 4:16) 

 

A LESSON 
Tables, Temple, and Truth: A Comment on John 2:13-25 

At the Executive Committee meeting in February, John 2:13-25 was the text for Friday afternoon’s reading and the 

devotion.  After the meetings, someone asked how to apply the cleansing of the Temple to our lives; for she explained that 

some, using this passage, forbid buying and selling on church grounds.  I said that I would address her concern in this 

newsletter. 

 

What’s Going On? 

John’s Gospel account clearly and wonderfully portrays Our Lord as the Presence of God in the midst of His people 

(John 1:14-18); all things revolve around Jesus’ Presence as the Person and place where God recreates through the 

forgiveness of sins.  Thus this episode begins by identifying the time: the Passover was near, plainly connecting this 

cleansing of God’s House with Jesus’ Passover death (John 19).  This One is not a lamb for a household, but for the Lamb 

for all the world—indeed for Jew and Gentile.  A greater Temple is needed … and since Jesus has come to His own, this 

is not a question of if He will become the new gathering place, but a question of when (when His hour has come) and how 

(by being lifted up as the Passover Lamb). 

This episode then is not first about whether a congregation may have table of seminary Kantorei CDs and a basket for 

donations in her parish hall.  The Holy Spirit’s purpose for this account is twofold: first, this reveals that the temple first 

built by Solomon, rebuilt after the exile, and then greatly enlarged by Herod, was always and only temporary (the Jews 

had expected a rebuilt entirely pure Temple [Ezekiel 40-48] when Messiah came), and it could only be a shadow of the 

greater Temple about to come; and second, this reveals that Jesus has the authority to cleanse the temple and gather 

worshipers, in spirit and truth, around the Father in His name—in other words, to reveal that He is the access to the 

heavenly Temple (see John 1:51; John 14:1-7; Romans 5:2; Ephesians 2:18; Hebrews 10:19,20). 

Now let’s look at the details of one verse.  Parallel accounts are Matthew 21:10-17; Mark 11:15-19; and Luke 19:45-46. 

• 14) “in the temple”:  This refers not to the most holy place but also to the Court of the Gentiles, the only location 

where non-Jews could gather and offer their prayers and praise to the God of Israel (see Acts 21:27-30). 

• (14) “selling oxen and sheep and pigeons”:  Those traveling great distances to Jerusalem would have encountered 

insuperable problems transporting sacrificially acceptable animals for offerings.  At the temple acceptable animals 
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were sold to the worshipers, but the animals were sold at an exorbitant price; and if local Jews brought their own 

animals, priests would disqualify them on account of a physical defect; then, too, the worshiper had to buy an 

animal from a seller at the temple.  What began as an answer to a practical problem and what was an essential 

service had been corrupted; and all was supervised by the former high priest, Annas. 

• (14) “money-changers”:  All worshipers were obligated to pay the half-shekel temple tax (compare Matthew 

17:24-27).  By permission of the Roman authority , the Jews produced a coin known as the Tyrian shekel for use 

at the temple.  For a small profit “money-changers” exchanged forbidden coins for legal Tyrian coinage. 

 

What is the significance of those details?  Matthew, Mark, and Luke report that the temple, intended as a house of 

prayer for all nations, had become a den of robbers (compare Isaiah 56:7; Jeremiah 7:11).  The opportunity to serve the 

worshipers’ needs—animals and an acceptable coin for the tax—devolved into a business that preyed on the faithful 

Jewish worshiper and hindered Gentile worship; occupying space set aside for Gentiles, their business functionally 

prohibited the Gentiles from gathering in order to worship; those buying and selling and exchanging used the temple for 

personal gain.  Jesus’ words (2:16) may be an allusion to the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah 14:21.  The yoke was 

growing heavier; so Jesus began to remove the yoke. 

We will now compare the chronology of John to Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  (I will not wrestle with the question of 

whose chronology is calendar genuine or how many cleansings there might have been.)  The latter three locate the 

cleansing of the temple at the beginning of Holy Week; this is appropriate, for by His death and resurrection He will have 

ended the temple’s purpose; and His people are the temple, cleansed by His blood (compare Ephesians 2:11-22).  John 

records this episode having occurred at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, connecting it with two other events: 1) Jesus 

declares that the disciples will see greater things, namely, that angels ascend and descend on Him—He is the gate of 

Heaven (John 1:51); and 2) the joy of the messianic age has arrived—the water of cleansing rites has been turned into the 

glorious wine of the Messiah’s Presence (John 2:1-11).  Added to that is the remembrance of the disciples: “Zeal for Your 

house will consume Me” (Psalm 69:9a).  With Psalm 69, David being a prophet foretold of Our Lord’s Passion due to His 

zeal for pure worship; His zeal for the new House would bring Him to His Passover sacrifice.  Later portions of the psalm 

depict Our Lord’s crucifixion.  John’s chronology of the Temple cleansing stresses that the entirety of Jesus’ ministry 

reveals the grace and truth of God’s Glory.  Watch and believe.  Hear and believe. 

How, then, should we hear this?  Though we often focus on the dramatic aspect, (2:18-22) keep the matter focused on 

the authority of Jesus.  His actions require the proper credentials; thus, a sign for proof of divine authority was sought by 

the Jews.  But the only sign that He will provide is His death and resurrection: “Destroy this Temple and in three days I 

will raise it up again”.  They assume Jesus referred to Herod’s temple.  Had they not recalled God’s promise to David?  

The promise is: God would build a House for David; the shadow was the line of sons to rule until the Son came to His 

Father’s House (2 Samuel 7:12-16); and that promised of a House is now fulfilled gloriously in the Son’s resurrection and 

the resurrection of all who will believe in Him (compare Ephesians 2:21,22; 3:6; Revelation 21-22).  After our Lord’s 

death and resurrection this prophecy came to the disciples’ mind, and they saw how He fulfilled it, as He said.  This 

foreshadows what Jesus says in John 5:39, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 

life; and it is they that bear witness about Me …” What Jesus says and the Scriptures are one and the same; both are 

fulfilled; Psalm 69 and Jesus’ own words are the object of faith.  They read and heard and saw and believed.  Therefore, 

the former temple has fulfilled its purpose and the new Temple will be manifested: Jesus is the Glory of God; Jesus’ 

resurrected body will be the revelation of God’s Presence (John 2:19). 

 

Application 

Having laid that foundation, we are better equipped to answer the original question:  Does this passage forbid the buying 

and selling of goods on church grounds?  I will add a more specific question: How might this event be used to evaluate the 

propriety of selling and buying goods in spaces dedicated to or used for hearing the Word and administering the 

Sacraments? The Application of this devotion is found on page 20. 

 

In His peace, Rev. Stewart Crown (Zone 8);  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church;                                                                                                                                                        

Palo Alto, CA 94301      

 pastorcrown@gmail.com

 

 

mailto:pastorcrown@gmail.com
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Communications Director’s Article 

 
Triangle vs. Straight Line Communication 

When you want to communicate to someone that you have a problem or concern, which is better, a straight line or a 

triangle?  We probably all know, the answer is a straight line.  Communicating directly with another person results in the 

clearest communication.  However, we often use the triangle to communicate in many situations.     

For example, person A is worried about something that person B has done.  Instead of talking directly to person B, she 

talks to person C, hoping that person C will tell person B about the concern.  This method of communication is often 

called the Triangle.  There are many reasons we use this method: 

1.  It is easier to talk to person C about this worry than directly to person B 

2. We worry that person B will be upset when we tell her about our concern 

3. We want things to go our way and don’t want to hear person B’s reason for doing it the way she did 

4. Person C is the boss or the person in charge, surely it is best to let her know 

Jesus has something to say about communicating our concerns, in Matthew 18:15 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 

have gained your brother.” 

The Scripture goes on to tell what to do if your brother or sister will not listen to you, but in my experience, we often skip 

this first step.  We rationalize skipping this step because “that person will not listen” so we might as well get someone on 

our side to help fix the situation.  

I have caught myself being person A and using the triangle to person C.  It is embarrassing to admit this.  However, Jesus 

wants me to use good communication especially when I have a concern about something someone else does.  I pray that 

this reminder will help all of us to improve our communication with each other.   

 

Lynnette Campbell 

Director of Communications 

 

Nominating Committee 

 
How often have we recited the LWML League Pledge? As Lutheran Women in Mission, we can all answer, “lots and lots 

of times.” We are so blessed as an organization to say that we have heeded the call: …and in obedience to His call for 

workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. In our 

societies, zones, and district women are sewing, teaching, building, filing, visiting, cooking, serving, mentoring, writing, 

donating, leading, planning, sharing, etc. Dare we, as a Nominating Committee, ask for more? Yes, we are. We are 

seeking names for the positions of Vice President of Christian Life, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries, Vice 

President of Gospel Outreach and Treasurer. Are you that person or do you know someone with leadership abilities 

willing to “tackle another job”? Please send your suggestions or your own personal interest to Marcia Houseworth, 

mghouseworth@hotmail.com. The Nominating Committee is grateful for your help. 

 

Marcia Houseworth 

Mary Deger-Seevers seeversmd@aol.com 

Lori Fisher dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net 

Donna Hertzog daherz94@yahoo.com 

Jan Sorge merced.hoste@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mghouseworth@hotmail.com
mailto:seeversmd@aol.com
mailto:dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:daherz94@yahoo.com
mailto:merced.hoste@gmail.com
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Christian Life submitted by LaVada Terrell, VP of Christian Life 

WHAT IS A RETREAT? 

There are many retreat descriptions.  Here are several: 

• journey that can be religious or spiritual in nature     

• individual or group 

• withdraw from the confines of everyday living, a place without distraction and stress 

• get closer to God, rediscover one’s faith 

• activities can include prayers, discussions, hiking, arts & crafts, presentations 

• allows you to “pull back”, get inspired, detox, heal body and soul 

• step away from one’s scheduled day-to-day activities 

• a dramatic change of landscape and outlook, a place of “quiet” 

• restore, rejuvenate, recharge, refresh, enlighten, re-establish, rest, strengthen, refocus 

• listen to nature, listen to your heart, listen to God 

• no phones, televisions, computers 

• a safe place, literally and figuratively 

• drop all “roles” (boss, worker, wife, mother, nurturer, etc.) 

• intentional change of focus, away from busy-ness,  

 

Henry David Thoreau - “This world is a place of business [busy-ness].  What an infinite bustle!  I am awakened almost 

every night by the panting of the locomotive.  It interrupts my dreams. There is no Sabbath .. It is nothing but work, work, 

work … I think that there is nothing, not even crime, more opposed to poetry, to philosophy, ay, to life itself, than this 

incessant business.” 

 

Walter Brueggermann - “Sabbath … is about withdrawal from the anxiety system of Pharaoh, the refusal to let one’s life 

be defined by production and consumption and the endless pursuit of private well-being.” 

 

Matthew 11:28-30 – The Invitation 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden 

is light. 

 

Mark 6:30-31 – The Time to Rest 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told Him all that they had done and taught.  And He said to them, “Come 

away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no 

leisure even to eat. 

 

Psalm 55:6-8 – The Place of Rest 

Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest; Yes, I would wander far away; I would lodge in 

the wilderness; I would hurry to find a shelter from the raging wind and tempest. 

 

Psalm 132:13-14 – The Lord’s Choice 

For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His dwelling place: “This is my resting place forever; here I 

will dwell, for I have desired it. 

 

Psalm 46:10 – The Time to Listen 

Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 

 

Do you ever hear God’s voice?  Do you take time to listen?  Do you have a quiet place to do this? 

 

Psalm 116:5-7 – The Grace of Rest 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful.  The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought 

low, He saved me.  Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 
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Jesus went away by Himself many, many times  to regain His strength after the demands of His ministry, and to be alone 

with His Father. Jesus’ solitude and silence is a major theme in the Gospels. 

It is how He began His ministry, how He made important decisions, how He dealt with troubling emotions like grief, how 

He taught His disciples, how He prepared for important ministry events, and it’s how He prepared for His death on the 

cross.   

 

Matthew 14:23 – After He had dismissed the crowd, He went up on a mountainside by Himself to pray. 

 

Matthew 14:13 – When Jesus heard [that John the Baptist had been beheaded], he withdrew by boat privately to a 

solitary place.  

 

Matthew 14:23 – After [Jesus] had dismissed [the crowds], he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray.  When 

evening came, he was [still] there alone. 

 

Dear God of solitude and community, teach us to retreat to you in prayer with others or only with you. Keep us close to 

you. Thank you that we are never alone. Amen.  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

YOU SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED YOUR RETREAT PACKAGE BY NOW! 

– If not, see your Society or Zone President – 

 

LWML CNH RETREAT – AUGUST 23-25, 2019 

EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE CENTER OAKHURST 

 

God’s Surprises:  Gleanings from Ruth 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

YES! WE ALL NEED A RETREAT !!! 

SEND IN YOUR REGISTRATION TODAY! 

Gospel Outreach 

Hello LWML Ladies, 

You all are my dear, sweet purple women, who so generously put your coins in your mite boxes. It has been a thrill to see 

many of you this spring while I have visited several Zone rallies (events). 

Often these newsletter articles are written with a longer lead time and do not reflect the current status our grant funding. 

Because I send out information regarding the current status of our grants this newsletter article needs to provide you with 

important information to think and act upon. 

The topic is grant proposals. Revised and updated grant proposal information has been completed to help in the 

preparation and submission of grants for our 2020 District convention. Deadline for grant proposal submission is 

September 30, 2019. Our LWML CNH website has been updated with the current fact sheet for submitting grant 

proposals, guidelines and the grant information cover application. 

Please pray about worthy mission projects that need grant assistance within your church or your Zone. This biennium we 

are focusing on our programs that reach out to the lost of our communities, local church schools and the younger 

generation. If you have any questions either email or call me. There will be a workshop on grant writings at the August 

District Retreat. Hope see all of you there. 

Thank you for your all Mighty Mites. 

Penny ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Beverly Vietor, VP Gospel Outreach 
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Special Focus Ministries Report                                                                        

WANTED !!    

for The Least of These at our                                                                                                                              

2020 LWML CNH Convention in Sparks Nevada.                                                                                                                    
50 - $6 Bible Sponsors for the In-service Project                                                                                                            
For more information contact: VP of Special Focus Ministries,                                              
Lori Fisher cell: 650-922-0998 or  Email: dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                                                                   

 

NEWS from the ZONES 
 

ZONE 3 NEWS - North San Joaquin 
 
On a beautiful spring day (March 16), fifty-seven LWML-ers made the trip into the California foothills to attend the 2019 

Spring Rally at St Matthew in Sonora. The day was filled with inspiration, with information, and with food, both physical 

and spiritual. 

 

We were treated to an informative presentation about the Foothill Pregnancy Center and its work. Terry Luther and Cindy 

Myers spoke about their responsibilities as Bible study leader and nurse. They provided each attendee with a pin depicting 

unborn baby’s feet at 10 weeks. The in-gathering was comprised of layette items for the center. 

 

After lunch members from the Sonora group portrayed costumed women of the Bible. They shared their stories and 

explained their roles in God’s plan. Their enactments were informative and entertaining.  We shared a wonderful day 

giving glory to God and enjoying the company of Christian sisters. 

 

Human Care Chairman Kathy Dickson is spearheading a Zone-wide project to help replenish depleted food banks in our 

area. LWMLs are collecting shelf-stable food for donation to their local food banks or to families who are in need. 

 

Some of the societies shared what is special about their circle.  

 

St Peter, Lodi, members sign up monthly to host the meeting. If there is a death in the congregation, that member is in 

charge of the funeral luncheon. 

 

Zion, Lodi, is still, as from LWML’s beginning, part sewing (and craft) circle. 

 

St Paul, Merced, and St James, Newman, are small but 

mighty. There are sometimes only three members at the 

meeting, but these Saints persevere.  

 

Grace, Modesto, has two circles, one meets at noon and 

one in the evening. Both are growing. 

St Paul, Tracy, and Good Shepherd, Turlock, have no 

formal group, but still have members who are active in 

Zone work. They also have regular mite Sundays that 

involve the whole congregation. 

 

  

 

Bev Gulseth as Elizabeth, Margaret Ferguson as Dorcas, 

Debra Nourazar as Deborah,  

Gloria Hanvelt as Elizabeth, Karen Manzel as Esther and 

Joann Conrad as Ruth 

mailto:dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net
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 Cindy Myers and Terry Luther with a river of                         

     donated items behind them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZONE 3 IS LOOKING FOR NEW BLOOD!                                                 

We are in need of a new SECRETARY and VICE-PRESIDENT and 

would like help in finding some interested women in our Zone! If you 

HAVE A SUGGESTION or KNOW a possible candidate, please 

contact Margie Kerner at 209-532-5094. Thanks!                                                        

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

 

GET YOUR PURPLE ON AND SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! 
Submitted by: 

Cathey King, President, President Zone 3 

 

ZONE 5 NEWS – South San Joaquin 
 

The Zion Lutheran LWML society in Terra Bella held their annual Christmas Bazaar and Soup Luncheon on Dec. 2 after 

their church service. Each year ladies from the congregation bring their homemade crafts and baked goods to sell and the 

LWML members put on a delicious luncheon of a variety of soups and desserts. A good time was held by all and this year 

was the most successful to date bringing in almost $2400! The proceeds always go to the seminary students that we help 

support and a variety of mission projects. Our seminary students that we are supporting this year are James Dorner, who is 

going to the Seminary in St. Louis and also to Aaron Schultz, a son of the congregation, who is going to the Seminary in 

Ft. Wayne. We were all very blessed and thankful for the donations we received from our congregation. We also had a 

successful Bites for Mites bake sale on LWML Sunday in October as we celebrated the work of LWML in our service that 

morning. 

 

Linda Lynch 

Zion LWML President 

 

ZONE 7 NEWS – Mt. Diablo 

 
Our Spring Rally was held March 2 at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Livermore. “Led by the Spirit” from Romans 8:26-

27 was our theme.  A representative from Tri-Valley Haven in Livermore spoke to us about their 

mission to create homes safe from abuse and contribute to a more peaceful society one person, 

one family, one community at a time, together building a world without violence. Tri Valley 

Haven provides housing assistance for domestic violence survivors, domestic violence and sexual 

abuse support groups, a homeless shelter, and many life skill classes and support groups for the 

community. 

 

Zone 7 has formed a team, “Led by the Spirit”, for the Hope Walk sponsored by Cancer Support Community at 

Heather Farm Park in Walnut Creek on Saturday, May 18.  We will WEAR PURPLE! 
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Join or support our team!  Register or donate now, it’s easy! 

Go to www.hopewalkbayarea.net. 

Cherylene Brueckner, Joyce Liebe and Mary Wolkenhauer are currently registered for the walk.  You can support one of 

us or another walker with your donation.  All proceeds benefit Cancer Support Community.  GIVE.  WALK.  HOPE. 

 

 Zone 7 is planning for our Fall Rally on September 7 at Resurrection Ministries in Brentwood.  They hosted their FIRST 

zone rally three years ago.  We are excited to support them with their second! 

 

Looking back at our Spring Rally theme, Romans 8:26-27, we are so blessed to be led by a loving God that cares for our 

every need.   In prayer, the Spirit intercedes on our behalf “in accordance with the will of God.”  We may not build an ark 

or serve as a missionary far from home, but we are often “Spirit led” to teach a Bible study, serve on a committee, work a 

servant event, volunteer with a non-profit…  Our prayers, even when we know not what to pray for, bring us to the open 

door that God has in mind for us, and the Spirit takes it from there. 

Serving the Lord with gladness, 

Cherylene Brueckner 

Zone 7 President 

 

A few of our societies share their activities from the last several months: 

Benicia Lutheran Church 

The WinGs group at BLC is in transition right now with a change in leadership. With spring and summer ahead, we are 

looking forward to having some fun fellowship activities along with service projects. Some of our ideas are going to the 

local minor league baseball games in Vallejo, a themed Bible study at a local vineyard (can you guess the topic?), serving 

a meal at a local shelter, and making new banners for the sanctuary. Hopefully we'll have some good stories/news to 

report next time. 

Blessings, 

Liz Barriga, Benicia Lutheran Church 

 

 

Faith Lutheran, Pleasant Hill 

The Women of Faith (WoF) will be holding their Spring Rummage Sale on May 3-4.  We have been holding 

our Rummage Sales for many years - always on the first weekend in May and October.  Since we hold them at the same 

time every year, we get regular shoppers from the community. Our volunteers spend the first part of the week 

transforming our Fellowship Center into a thrift shop.  The donations are sorted, organized and priced to be ready for the 

shoppers on Friday morning.  Doors open at 9:00 a.m. and there is usually a line of people waiting to get in.  Saturday is 

for the bargain shoppers as we reduce prices to sell more items.   The Rummage Sales are our major fundraiser to support 

various projects suggested by the WoF members.   

May 18th is the Cancer Support Community Hope Walk at Heather Farm Park in Walnut Creek.  We are 

always looking for more walkers to join our team "Led by the Spirit."  Support us if you 

can!  http://www.hopewalkbayarea.net 

During the service on the first Sunday of every month we collect mites to support the mission projects of the 

LWML. 

Blessings, 

Mary Wolkenhauer, Faith Lutheran, Pleasant Hill 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran, Concord 

WoHC helping founder Janet Frazier assemble 250 care bags for The Network of Care!   

This has become an annual event for our women’s group.  The Network of Care is a local non-profit that provides in-

hospital meal bags for families who are keeping a vigil over their sick or injured child. Because these families may not 

have the time, energy, or presence of mind to look after their own needs while they are concerned about their child, our 

Network provides gifts of food to sustain their strength, support and comfort.   

 

http://www.hopewalkbayarea.net/
http://www.hopewalkbayarea.net/
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Blessings, 

Joyce Liebe, Women of Holy Cross, Concord  

 

Our Savior Lutheran, Livermore  

We enjoyed hosting the Zone 7 Spring Rally with Our Savior of Pinole. It was a beautiful 

day and perfect for travel. The ingathering items were taken to Tri-Valley Haven the 

following Monday, and were well received. Thank you to everyone who came.  Note: 

someone left a tan raincoat hood that got disconnected from the coat. Is it from someone 

who attended the rally?  

We just had an LWML mites Sunday to help with next year’s goals.  

We have been quilting for Lutheran World Relief and have already made more than we 

usually have done all year. We have 17 finished right now. We became more efficient 

because Kris Back created a thin board that covers three tables, two side by side and one at 

the end. She laid out the size for a finished top in yellow tape on the board, and put the size 

for the backing in red tape. Now we can just lay out the fabric and immediately know what we need to sew to get to the 

correct sizes. Additionally, we have about 4 quilts tied and ready to edge, and about 9 tops needing backing.  Blessings, 

Susan Contreras, Our Savior, Livermore 

Our Savior Lutheran, Pinole 

The members of Our Savior Lutheran in Pinole have been busy the past six weeks helping set up the dining area and 

making soups for the Lenten soup and bread suppers that are 

held each Wednesday before the Lenten services. 

They are now planning a Spring Tea Luncheon for the end of 

May.  The group usually does not meet during July and August, but 

is looking into some places to visit (and have lunch of course).  The 

end of August will see five of our members attending the LWML 

CNH District Retreat near Oakhurst.  

Blessings,                                                                                   

Submitted by:  Cherylene Brueckner, Zone 7 President 
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ZONE 8 NEWS – Peninsula 

The SPRING GATHERING of Peninsula Zone 8 LWML was held on April 6 at Grace Lutheran Church in San 

Mateo.   The Theme of the gathering was “SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS” - which was expanded on in the 

Bible Study based on Acts 11:20 and the 1st Article of the Creed from Luther’s Small Catechism -- led by Rev. Martin 

Noland of Grace.  Rev. Noland’s study “MANAGER OF GOD’S GIFTS” led us to a clearer concept of the Christian idea 

of “STEWARDSHIP” as opposed to a “worldly” concept which would be aimed to enhance our personal wealth or status. 

“All that we have  is from God’s hand and should be used to the honor and praise of Him. “  

This theme was further expanded by the guest speaker from Orphan Grain Train (Sierra/Nevada Region based in Sparks, 

NV) ,  Steve MaGee ( Driver) described the very expansive/state-wide and  worldwide  relief activity  of OGT.  Bill 

Heinicke (Branch Chr.) and Steve Rice  (Coordinator) (picture #1)  were also available to answer questions..  A visit to 

the web site   OrphanGrainTrain.org  is  an “eye-opening” amazing account of the OGT activities. Free Will Love 

Gift Offerings were received to support the efforts of OGT as well as an Ingathering of Infant Supplies and Hygiene 

Supplies.    

A Business Meeting followed the BYO lunch with dessert served by the Grace LWML women.   LaVada Terrell, CNH 

District LWML (picture provided) updated the group on the August 23-25 District Retreat to be held at the ECCO center 

in Oakhurst and the July 21-23, 2020 District Convention to be held in Sparks, NV. Barbara Guevara, Zone 8 President, 

reminded all societies to submit their votes for the new proposed Mite Projects to be decided at the 2020 Convention in 

Sparks before the 6/15/19 deadline.  Mary Seevers, Zone 8 Christian Life Chr., announced the date and plans for the 

Zone 8 Summer Retreat to be held at Trinity Lutheran in Palo Alto on 7/20/2019.  (She presented a very “beguiling” and 

“fun-filled” description of plans for the day that included a “Summer Camp” setting!!?? (More to come!)The meeting 

concluded with each society that was in attendance,  reporting on past and future events of  their respective groups  during 

the current year. 

 

Orphan Grain Train representatives at the  

Spring Gathering (left to right)   

 Steve MaGee(Branch Manager)    

Bill einike,                                                                

 

 

Justina Fisher, Zone 8 

Vice President                                                                                  

with Rev. and Mrs. 

Charles Froh                                                    

(former Pastor of Grace, 

San Mateo)                    

 

 

 

.                                                              LaVada Terrell 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Marilyn Taddey mtaddey@comcast.net 

ZONE 9 NEWS – Central Coast 

 
Zion Lutheran, San Luis Obispo ~ On Sunday - Oct. 14, 2018 we celebrated 

LWML SUNDAY.  We ushered, greeted, and lay read. Tables were set up to 

represent all the different groups in our church and their ministries. We had a 

lovely cake with LWML on it and had the tables displayed in yellow and the 

serving table was in purple.    

 

 

http://orphangraintrain.org/
https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/
mailto:mtaddey@comcast.net
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Chancel Guild, Life Team and Stewardship, Choir and Handbells, Sunday School, and our LWML displays of our 

mission outreach and the big yellow board is a list of our current District grants.  It was truly a wonderful day. 

Yvonne Simpkins, Zion Lutheran Society  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Wayne Riddering, CNH LWML Zone 9 Pastoral Counselor, is saying 

farewell to one congregation in our zone and accepted a call to another 

church in our zone. 

 

 

 

                                                               

Peace Lutheran Church in Arroyo Grande                   

                                                          had their farewell dinner and skit as  

                                                                   they said their good byes…… 
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FAREWELL - Peace, Arroyo Grande 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTALLATION~Redeemer Atascadero 

11 Pastors and 1 Deaconess from CNH Zone 9 took part in Pastor Wayne’s Installation and then Redeemer congregation 

had a delicious Tri Tip dinner.  

 

Pastor Mark Whittaker, Zone 9 Circuit Counselor, 

installed Pastor Wayne and District President Mike 

Lange gave the sermon. 

Redeemer, Atascadero has a group of ladies who 

get together on Mondays to sew, and tie quilts that 

they then send to Lutheran World Relief or send 

with Ministry teams that go down to Mexico to 

build houses and then each home receives quilts as 

a gift when they dedicate the house. 
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Bethany, Lompoc  
Here are some pictures of our weekly Wednesday church service and lunch bunch where we prepare and serve a lunch to 

the homebound and homeless in the Lompoc community. Though we do have a free will offering basket out if anyone 

wants to make a donation.  Also we actually serve the people where they sit. We don't ask them to line up to be served. 

We feel this makes it a better experience for them and once a month we have a birthday cake for anyone that has a 

birthday during the month.  Many of our regulars look forward to 

this. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethany, Lompoc also has a quilting group that meets regularly.   

When Pastor Fajardo of Grace, Santa Maria, came to Bethany to 

preach for a Lenten Service we presented him with a baby 

quilt.  Made by our own Bethany Ladies. 
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Ladies of Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Santa 

Maria in zone 9. 

Here is a little poem since there is just to much to say. 

 

Some here are shy, some are not. 

Some are short and some are taller 

NOT a one exactly the same at all. 

Except one thing 

Each lady has heard GOD’s call  

Each lady plays a critical role 

However large, However small. 

Every one of us was blessed 

Precious~a gift from above  

Using these gifts now 

To spread GODs love.. 

 

 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church, Lompoc. Recently had a 

National Quilting Day, called “Tie-In”  where they 

invited other Zone 9 ladies to come and work on quilts  
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ZONE 10 NEWS - Sierra Nevada 

 

We are thankful the snowstorms are hopefully done. Send that California sun our way! We are working together 

getting organized for the 2020 Convention in Sparks! We give thanks to our sisters in California who are 

helping us.  

We will have our Spring In-gathering May 18th 2019 at Our Savior in Sparks. Pastor John Oetting will lead us 

in “Mothers of the Bible”. After the study and Divine Service is over we will be blessed by the presence of 

Roxan Schwab, District VP of Conventions. She will guide us in a meeting of preparation for the 2020 

Convention. 

This is the year that many of the Society presidents go out of office. Much is being done for these changes when 

the new officers come into place in September 2019 and January 2020.  

We give thanks o our God and for all of you, our sisters. 

Terry Margullis, Zone 10 President 

 

ZONE 12 – NORTH SACRAMENTO 
On Saturday, April 13, 2019, ladies from Zone 12, as well as a number of guests from the community, gathered 

at Trinity Lutheran Church in Redding, California, for the Annual LWML Spring Tea. The theme was 

“Something Old, Something, New” Wedding Fashion Show. Teas of various flavors 

served in fancy tea cups as well as many finger sandwiches and fancy mini desserts 

were available to enjoy. After a devotional that took us back to the first marriage, 

instituted by God, (Gen. 2:24) we were treated to a fashion show featuring a number 

of wedding dresses that had been worn 10, 30, 50 years ago. Some of the ladies were 

still able to model their own wedding dresses!! After the show, there was a drawing 

for several special gift baskets. To be noted is that there were eight ladies from the 

Our Savior Congregation, Paradise, CA, including our Zone President, Wendy 

Merrick. Six of the eight ladies won the winning numbers and took home beautiful 

gift baskets, a quilt and a potted succulent. A very enjoyable time was had by all! Thank you to the ladies of 

Trinity for being such wonderful hostesses! 
 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 

 
 

                                                                                                             Submitted by Martha E. Dubke, Zone 12  

 

 

 

 

The group from Paradise with their treasures 
Karen Elliott’s 

beautiful crocheted 

wedding dress, 

modeled by Jayne 

Cummings 
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ZONE 14 NEWS - Redwood Empire 

 
On Saturday, 16 March 2019, Zone Fourteen, the Redwood Empire, held a spring rally at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in Healdsburg, California.  Why a rally --- this was a great opportunity for the Lutheran Women's Missionary 

Leaguers to commune, to share a luncheon meal, to rub shoulders, to sing, to converse, to discover our similarities and our 

differences coming from various valleys and counties, to acquaint ourselves with old friends and new faces and glean 

inspiration from our speaker Linda Gage.  

   

Linda is an L.W.M.L. National 

Gift Planning Counselor.  She is 

one of six representamen of "Gifts 

of Love", an official ministry of 

the Lutheran Church, Missouri 

Synod.  She provides this 

sponsored service free of 

charge.  Her offer assists couples 

or individuals to update or create 

their Christian gift estate plan 

to transfer their God given 

blessings to the people they love 

and the ministries about which 

they care.  A new resource, 

"Passing on Your Faith, Wishes 

and Instructions", was given to 

everyone who attended.  

Twenty people were 

welcomed into the lower level hall of the hillside church, greeted with warm reception and  nametags.  The tables and 

speaker table were covered with beautiful purple flowered homemade cloths, vases of garden flowers and of course mite 

boxes.  Light pleasantly streamed through the windows to brighten our day.  Elaine McFarlane, zone president, opened 

with prayer and the pledge.  Pastor Dennis Durham of St, Mark gave the devotion and led us in several choruses of his 

guitar creation, "Let My Light Shine".  We sang and clapped, melodies to our ears.  

Linda Gage presented the "Gifts of Love".  Everyone loved the lunch, delicious aromas.  What is not to like about a 

Lutheran potluck?    

   

Afterwards Irene Dufel, St. Mark's Inspiration Chair, held a BIBLE study.  The business meeting included an election of 

new positions, President Laura Lynn Ledson, Vice President Elaine McFarlane and Secretary Dana Finger.  Door prizes 

were a real hit as well as the sales table of homemade items.  The event ended with the Lord's Prayer and safe  

travelling home.  We are thankful to those who presented.  Bottles of wine were gifts.  We thanked Ledson Winery and 

Vineyards and Foppiano Winery for their contributions.  We are so very thankful to Linda Gage for her gifts of love, her 

witnessing.  Her faith is so strong.  Practical end of life guidance was helpful and necessary.     

   

In reviews all reflected about how important it is to start or add to your plan.  Statements of faith or words written to your 

family can be a powerful testimony to them.  God chooses us.  "And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name."  John 15:16 NRSV  

   

Zone Fourteen looks forward to a fall servant event and another spring rally, as our schedule has been for the past five 

years.  The churches and leagues grow and evolve.  We are mindful of shepherding the societies.  Fortunately, as one 

church closed, that society joined forces with Healdsburg to regrow, bearing new fruit.  We thank the Lord.   

   

Photo by Howard Finger 
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ZONE 15 NEWS - CENTRAL SAN JOAQUIN 
 

Zone 15 ladies attended the One Day Winter Retreat at St. 

Anthony’s Retreat Center in Three Rivers, CA.   

 

The chapel, where we met, had a window backdrop behind the 

altar showing the beautiful sunshiny day, snow covered 

Sierras, and a large barren oak tree.   

 

Zone Counselor, Vicar Travis Wright, led us in an interactive 

Bible Study and Worship Service, both based on I Peter 2:9-

12,entitled Living as God’s People, filled with songs, 

inspiration, and deep reflection.   

 

Lunchtime brought a Mexican menu, conversation, a trip to the 

gift shop, and/or a brief walk on the beautiful grounds.   

 

Bev Vietor (CNH VP of Gospel Outreach, and our beloved 

“Penny” - mascot of our mites) presented a very 

comprehensive account of the current CNH Mission Grants and a plea to keep those mighty mites coming!  Our closing 

devotion continued the theme of our life as God’s People 

by different ladies sharing “road signs” on our journey 

that we encounter.  However, despite bad road 

conditions and bumps in the road, may we never lose 

sight of the “road signs” that we share having Christ 

walking with us to get us to our final destination – 

heaven! 

 

Grace Lutheran LWML/Visalia.  Annual boutique, 

Saturday, October 20th, this year celebrating our 25th.   

The items for our boutique were made by our 

Mary/Martha Craft Group.  We were also extremely 

grateful to so many members of our congregation who 

graciously donated  

handmade crafts for the sale as well. There was an 

amazing assortment of one-of-a kind decorations, 

embroidered tea towels, wreaths and gift items for the 

Fall and Christmas.  Our bakery tables offered a 

wonderful selection of delicious cookies, cakes, pies, jams & jellies and other treats.   This year,  we offered slices of 

homemade pies and cakes for $5.00, beverage was free.  Decorated tables were set for people to enjoy their dessert, relax 
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and visit with friends after shopping.  Proceeds from our boutique each year are donated to various local & worldwide 

charities.  We are so blessed to be able to give generously each year and thank all those who come and support this annual 

event.   

Submitted by Zone 15 President, LaVada Terrell   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZONE 19 NEWS – East Sacramento 

 
SHARING GOD’S WARMTH 

The Ladies of Immanuel Jackson group has formed a Crafts for Missions Club – we have lots of lots of ideas and plans to 

make items to serve others!  Our first project this past winter has been making No-Sew Fleece Blankets to share God’s 

warmth with people in need.  We are grateful to Thrivent Financial for funding which enabled us to buy fabric and 

supplies.  A stack of cozy double and single fleece blankets was delivered to OPERATION CARE of Jackson CA, a 

facility that serves victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in Amador County.   

 

IMMANUEL JACKSON BITES FOR MITES AND RAFFLE 

The LWML Ladies of Immanuel Lutheran Jackson joined their hands to MAKE AND BAKE FOR MITES!  On March 10 

we sold delicious homemade goodies for a “Bites for Mites” BAKE SALE and sold RAFFLE tickets for a large and 

beautiful hand-tied fleece BLANKET 

 
.  
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Tables, Temple, and Truth: An Application of John 2:13-25 by The Rev. Stewart Crown (cont. from p 3). 
The short response is: this passage does not directly concern itself with buying and selling goods on property owned by a 

congregation.  For this passage proclaims that the temporary temple must be replaced by the greater Temple; the former 

was the shadow, the reality has appeared.  What God required at the temple, man was unable to do through the weakness 

of his flesh; thus, One born of the Virgin Mary but who did not sin would fulfill all which God required at the temple and 

thus open the way for us to enter the Heavenly Temple.  

Thus, when Jesus, the Lamb of God and the Revelation of Grace and Truth, stands as the central theme of the passage and 

Jesus Himself as the Temple soon to be destroyed and rebuilt, then applications will helpfully avoid the dramatic elements 

of the account and instead focus on: How are our Lord’s gifts in Word (readings and proclamation), Absolution, Baptism, 

and the Lord’s Supper potentially hindered or obscured by what goes on before, during, and after services?  What distracts 

us from the Gospel?  This could include a commercial action (before or after a service) or an innovation in a service 

(music, language, architecture, etc.) or conduct of those gathered.  

Also, buildings in which we gather for Word and Sacrament are not “God’s house” in the sense that the temple was.  God 

is with His people when they gather in the name of the Lord Jesus, though it is not the “building” in which He dwells.  For 

Paul teaches us: “ … in whom [Jesus Christ] the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord.  In Him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:21,22).  The 

Temple is not the physical structure, but the Church, His body.  In other words, this passage has something to say about 

worship.  

How, then, does this passage correspond to our historical circumstances?  Here is one of way of expressing it.  I have 

never heard of a Lutheran pastor and congregation charging an additional fee or creating a financial hurdle for a Christian 

to enter the building to hear the Word or receive the Lord’s body and blood, or to exchange legal tender for official 

congregational money for an offering.  John 2:13-25 would be applied to those circumstances, if they could ever possibly 

arise.  

On the other hand, what can we do in the arranging of our sanctuaries, narthexes, and lives to better focus on and to hold 

forth Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world?  How are we teaching the evangelical purpose of rites 

and ceremonies (e.g., location of musicians or posture for the reading of the Gospel)?  How is the proclamation of Christ 

crucified, risen, and ascended pervading and permeating and enlivening everything?  

As I addressed John 2 and its application, I did not intend to begin a discussion of church rites and Christian 

freedom.  However, because my response borders those matters, I refer you to two most wonderful writings.  First, spend 

some time with and ask your pastor to teach “On the Freedom of a Christian”, written by Dr. Martin Luther in 

1520.  Second, peruse and delve into how our forefathers have wrestled with these issues. Consider Formula of Concord, 

Church Rites, X.  (And ask your pastor to teach a session on this!)  
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The next “Joyful Servant” will be published on July 1, 2019. The deadline for 

submission of articles is June 15, 2019. Please submit articles by this date to Ruth 

Ferguson at ruthef@comcast.net. Please put “Joyful Servant” in the subject line. 

Pictures etc. are welcome, please add a caption and/or identify people in the picture(s). 

Please make sure all articles are submitted in a word document or as an e-mail. Thanks!  

Please note my phone number is 209-532-8440 or 209-770-0381. I understand that it is 

published incorrectly in the CA-NV-HI District Roster. 

In His Service, 

Ruth Ferguson, Editor 
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