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Center City West sidewalks are getting grimy (and it’s not your
imagination): C

For nearly a decade, a lot of Center City West quietly benefited from
something most people never realized existed: a privately funded
sidewalk cleaning program that swooped in after city trash pickup
and handled the leftover mess.

As the Fitler Focus reported, that program ended when the Center
City Residents’ Association let its contract expire at the end of 2025.
Not out of neglect, but necessity. The cost had ballooned to about
41% of CCRA’s projected 2026 budget, which is an unsustainable
chunk for what was essentially backstopping city services.

The result has been immediate and visible. Trash bags torn open
overnight. Litter lingering days after pickup. Sidewalks that used to
reset themselves now just... don’t. CCRA deserves credit for being
upfront about the trade-off and pivoting toward enforcement, even if
it won’t bring immediate results.

The frustrating part is that the rules haven’t changed. Trash
placement regulations exist. Containers are required. Enforcement is
technically possible. But in reality, it’s complaint-driven, slow, and
uneven. Meaning the difference between a clean block and a gross
one often comes down to who has the time and energy to call 311 and
wait on hold.



