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Community Foundation Honors Four Individuals During 21st Annual People’s Choice Awards
HAGERSTOWN, Maryland, November 12, 2020 —The Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc. has awarded four individuals during their 21st Annual People’s Choice Awards, held virtually on Zoom the evening of Thursday, November 12th. Three individuals were honored from a safe distance with Volunteer Awards and another was awarded the Rising Star Award as local celebrity Ryan Smetzer served as Master of Ceremonies.
The prestigious Volunteer Award honors individuals from the community who give generously of their time and talents to make Washington County a better place to live. In addition, the Community Foundation will establish $5,000 endowment funds in each winner’s name for the local nonprofit of their choice. 
The Rising Star award honors an individual from the community who demonstrates a commitment to volunteer service. In their honor, a $1,000 contribution is made to the Community Foundation’s Young Philanthropists Fund.
This year’s three Volunteer Award recipients are:

Jamie Blackwood:  A retired firefighter, Mr. Blackwood is the first to tell you that service is in his blood, and continues to serve through various ways as a volunteer firefighter with the Long Meadow Fire Company (since 2000) and was integral in forming the Washington County Northstars Hockey Team in 2007. Since then, he’s continued his passion for hockey and mentorship, working with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Jamie is currently employed at Brook Lane in leadership with campus police and their safety office.
Brent Feight: The contributions to Washington County made by Brent Feight seem endless. Mason-Dixon Scout Council, Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, Hospice of Washington County, Doey’s House, Boys & Girls Club of Washington County, Brooke’s House, and countless others cite Feight’s support through his pro-bono work often supported by his beloved colleagues at Hagerstown-based firm Bushey Feight Morin Architects. 
Carrol Lourie: Carrol Lourie has over two decades of Washington County service under her belt and organizations like Community Free Clinic, REACH of Washington County can attest to it. Stewardship is paramount with her through her work with her local synagogue and a bulk of her current efforts support the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Coalition and her work with Together With Families, a newly-created nonprofit that supports the work of the Washington County Family Center and the Sunshine Center Family Visitation Program. 
This year’s Rising Star Award winner is:

Stephanie Nalley: Stephanie Nalley is the founder of nonprofit Hope Through Birth. This organization focuses on supporting parents who have experienced the loss of a baby through miscarriage, stillbirth, and infant death since 2012. She maintains a Bereavement Education Fund to provide training for local birth workers to receive bereavement training. She’s spent numerous years volunteering with unimaginably-difficult work with Hospice of Washington County and assists in bereavement counseling with Dove Tale’s camp – a camp where children can navigate the loss of a loved one. 

A full recording of the 21st Annual People’s Choice Awards can be found on the Community Foundation of Washington County MD., Inc.’s homepage www.cfwcmd.org 

About Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc.
Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc. has a five-year annualized investment return that makes it one of the top performing community foundations in the country. The Foundation has over $39 million in assets and has distributed more than $20 million in grants and scholarships since 1997. Donors can support any of its 325 funds or create a charitable fund of their own. To learn how to create a fund at the Community Foundation, please visit www.cfwcmd.org, or call (301) 745-5210.
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