
LSBB meeting notes for 2/9 - 7pm
Present

Mary Meierotto
Marty Burkel
Sandy Brue
Declan Lowthian
Doug Lowthian
Mike Herrick
Paul and Paula Lundberg
Beth Lowthian
Cathy Smith
Jeff Stark
Diane Fizel
Ashley Georgeson

Prayer

LSBB Identity - Doug shared a story about the theatre group, 
starting a discussion about LSBB as a part of Bethesda Lutheran 
Church. “A project of Bethesda,” as Mike put it, distinct from an 
Emmanuel group. Discussion about the letterhead. Paula pointed 
out that it is a community effort, with contributions from places 
from beyond Bayfield, while still being under the umbrella of 
Bethesda. Declan brought up questions about money and how we 
talk about it. Paul noted that the apartment we are building will 
unequivocally belong to the church.

Finances - Sandy is reaching out to people who have experience 
writing grants. Sharon Stewart directed her to ELCA, who have a 
social justice grant. These grants all ask for specific needs. Sandy 
pitched coming up with specific project goals to request funding. 
Sharon Stewart and Jane Edwards have had success with 
Bremer Bank, but their applications won’t be opening until early 



summer. David Saetre was a pastor at Bethesda Lutheran church 
while a Cambodian family came through the community. Sandy 
got in touch with him and sent her to David Siegler, who helped 
with the GoFundMe for the Guatemalan family. He is retired, but 
he is still a member of the Bar association, and offered any local 
legal services pro bono. Howard offered the idea that attorney 
fees would be a good place to start for task specific funding. Mary 
suggested medical costs as another idea. An invoice came from 
the lawyer through Alla for about $3100 for December. Beth noted 
that she won’t be able to get specific next steps from the lawyer 
due to attorney client privilege. This information will need to come 
through the family. Sandy noted that translation pay for Alex will 
be a good funding goal as well. 

Housing - Mike has a call in to his plumber, Blakeman plumbing, 
about pro bono work, noting that they have done work for Habitat 
for Humanity in the past. Doug reported that on Monday 2/15, a 
group met to walk through the basement. The basement has been 
taped out to show the proposed floorplan. Plumbing needs 
include a new shower, some drain work, HVAC work. Paul has a 
call in to a plumber who has worked with the church before, as 
well as another worker he knows. He met with him today at the 
church, who identified that the furnace is at only 60% efficiency. 
He also has a call in to Xcel about rebates. Doug notes that a lot 
of electrical work will need to be done, including a new circuit box, 
an inspection of the wiring, new outlets added, lighting. Paul 
offered to walk anyone through the space. Paul has a church 
council meeting scheduled for tomorrow 2/17 to confirm the plan 
so that a budget can be assembled. An estimated budget is about 
$50,000, but a more firm budget will be put together for the 
council. Paul has quotes from State Farm and Church Mutual 
insurances, noting that the State Farm agent told him to go to 
Church Mutual. A better policy is available for cheaper than they 
pay now. Marty asked if a floorplan can be sent out. Doug has 
one, he’ll have it done tomorrow 2/17 and send it out. Mary noted 
that each step of the plan will be sent out to the congregation as it 



progresses. Howard approached electrician John Hunt who is 
interested in helping once he sees the plan. Doug noted that 
handicap accessibility would not be prohibitively expensive, and 
said we can keep that in mind. This is a very grant fundable 
opportunity. Doug will help Pavel mount a fire alarm in the house. 
Mary requested that pictures be taken of the basement all along 
the process for a potential article in a Lutheran publication. 

Education - Oliver is really good at skiing and knows it. He has 
made a new friend as well. Oliver was expressing some concerns 
about his grades, as he had Cs. He didn’t understand some 
things, he has some incomplete grades, though a lot of this hasn’t 
been explained to him. Cathy found a time for Oliver to meet with 
a math specialist after school for help with geometry. Oliver’s 
translation tools are not currently working out, but the school is 
working to get him a new device that will be more wieldy. Cathy 
met with Brigid, and there is a potential for an arrangement to 
solve needs that are not being met. A language assessment test 
will be available in a week, and this should open some 
opportunities and give more information to his educators. Oliver is 
up and down with emotions, but he really wants to do better. He 
doesn’t fully understand the system, the importance of daily 
homework, etc. He isn’t in school every day, but he does come in 
for specialized help.

Family Update - Pavel and Alla went to their therapy without 
Oliver this week, as he was in school. The Ski-Hill offered family 
passes to the family if they want them, but Cathy discouraged 
from downhill skiing as they don’t have health insurance. Oliver is 
making some new friends, and Cathy has some more connections 
she is trying to make. Alex is out of town until friday 2/19. Mary 
reports the family counselling is going well, and that the bracelets 
came off when they went to Milwaukee last week. Jeff paid for the 
rooms and Diane provided her vehicle, which we thank them for. 
Mary reported hours of “trauma conversation” on the ride back 
from Milwaukee. Just things they need to get off their chests. 



They have nightmares, they wake up not realizing where they are 
before they feel safe again. We are to keep them in our prayers 
and think about all that they have ahead of them. Pavel wants 
rubber boots for when the snow melts. 

Misc - Diane suggested we revisit the idea of getting an article in 
the newspaper about LSBB to encourage donations. Sandy and 
Mary will approach the editor to find a time to sit down. 


