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Vision
United in a spirit of teamwork, we are committed to being 
law enforcement’s benchmark for excellence by providing 
World Class public safety and community services to the 
people of Leon County, while maintaining respect for 
individual rights and human dignity.

Mission
The mission of the Leon 
County Sheriff’s Office is to 
safeguard the lives and 
property of the people we serve, 
to reduce the incidence and fear 
of crime, and to 
enhance public safety by 
working in partnership with our 
diverse community.

Walter McNeil, Sheriff

Stay Social
Follow us on your favorite 
social media sites

@leonflso

@leoncosheriff

@LeonSheriff
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Dear Community Members,

Welcome to 2025! As I reflect on the incredible efforts of The Leon County Sheriff’s Office, I am filled with deep 
gratitude and a renewed sense of determination. Together, we will remain “ALLin” in our commitment to fight 
crime and build safer communities throughout this new year.

In 2024, we celebrated significant milestones, strengthened our partnerships, and made meaningful strides 
toward creating a safer, more connected Leon County. From impactful crime reduction initiatives to outreach 
programs that truly made a difference, these successes were possible thanks to your ongoing support and 
collaboration.

In 2025, we are fully dedicated to continuing this momentum. Our focus will remain on building on the strong 
foundation of trust, safety, and community engagement that defines us. We will take our efforts even further, 
ensuring that public safety remains a priority while fostering relationships that promote unity and positivity 
across the community.

Our agency theme for this year is The Year of Balance. We will continue to focus on maintaining public safety 
while also promoting programs that strengthen community ties. Our approach 
will include expanding evidence-based strategies, enhancing officer training 
and wellness, and tackling emerging challenges with both innovation and 
compassion.

One exciting opportunity to get involved in early this year is the Capital 
County Community Classic – a youth and young adult basketball 
tournament. Scheduled for Saturday, January 18th, this event aims to 
engage our community, especially those who are vulnerable to gun violence. 
Teams will be formed with youth and young adults playing alongside our 
deputies, creating an unforgettable day of sportsmanship and camaraderie.

As we move through 2025, we encourage you to stay engaged, share 
your ideas, and actively participate in the solutions that will help reduce 
crime and create a brighter future for Leon County. Your voice and 
involvement are essential to the success of our community. 

Our commitment to you remains steadfast. We will continue to serve 
with integrity, professionalism, and an unwavering “ALLin” attitude to 
ensure that Leon County stays a place we are all proud to call home.

Thank you for your trust and partnership. Here’s to a safe, successful, 
and inspiring 2025!

For those interested in registering for the Capital County Community 
Classic event you can email LCSOCPU@leoncountyfl.gov and 
follow our Facebook page for updates about the event.

Walter McNeil
Sheriff of Leon County

Sheriff’s Corner
Walter McNeil
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https://www.facebook.com/events/486782044441259/permalink/486782067774590
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On December 19, 2024 the Leon County Sheriff’s Office held a press conference to announce the results of 
Operation Lifeguard, a significant undercover operation targeting perpetrators of online child exploitation. 

The operation resulted in the arrest of 15 individuals for felony-level charges in connection with attempting 
to meet or solicit a minor for sexual favors. LCSO is committed to protecting children from online predators 

and ensure those who exploit children face justice.

Watch the livestream of the press 
conference on our Facebook page. 

(@leonflso).

Operation Lifeguard

Thank you to the partnering agencies 
including the Tallahassee Police 
Department, Gulf Breeze Police 
Department, Bay County Sheriff’s 
Office, Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement, Florida State 
Attorney’s Office, Homeland Security 
Investigations, Federal Bureau of 
Investigations, and the Department of 
Justice.

https://fb.watch/wTzrAozMRq/
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2024 has been a year to remember at the Leon County Sheriff’s Office! 
From protecting and serving our community to celebrating milestones and moments that 

brought us together, we couldn’t have done it without your support.

Watch our 2024 Recap video.

We recapped our 2024 at LCSO with a quick video as a tribute to every deputy, staff 
member, and Leon County resident who makes what we do meaningful every day. 

https://fb.watch/wSnvaI50eQ/


5

On December 14, 2024 the Leon County Detention Facility hosted its inaugural 2024 
Detention Facility Community Prayer Walk outside the Leon County Detention Facility. 
Attendees were led in ten guided, heartfelt prayers by local worship leaders to aid the 

spiritual well-being of our law enforcement deputies, detention staff, inmates, volunteers, 
crime victims and members in the community. 

Check out the recap of the prayer walk event on our Instagram page (@leoncosheriff).

2024 Detention Facility 2024 Detention Facility 
Community Prayer WalkCommunity Prayer Walk

Thank you to everyone who 
joined us for this meaningful 

event. We hope it brought 
a sense of spiritual renewal 
and encouragement to all 

who participated and we look 
forward to sharing similar 

events in the future.

Worship leader leading a prayer session.Detention Chief Diane Sheffield prays with 
a community member.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DDlJ-oKtRb5/?igsh=MzRoYTA4a2xmbWFu


Each member of the Bomb Squad 
is a highly trained professional 
who takes on this specialized 

responsibility in addition to their primary assignments in patrol or investigations. 
Their journey begins with rigorous training at the FBI’s Hazardous Devices 
School in Huntsville, Alabama, a six-week program designed to teach 
technicians how to safely identify and neutralize explosive devices. Team 
members also undergo regular local training twice a month, attend advanced 
courses, and re-certify every three years to remain at the forefront of their field. 

 Beyond their core duties, the team engages with the community through 
public safety displays, educational presentations, and participation in local 
events. These efforts not only enhance public awareness of their services, but 
also build trust between the community and law enforcement. Additionally, the 
team provides technical support to the SWAT team and contributes to dignitary 
protection missions.

Precision Under Pressure: The Training Behind LCSO’s Hazardous Devices Team

66

Bomb squad team member preparing to handle equipment 
during training.

Members of LCSO Citizens Academy Class 44 viewing 
LCSO’s Hazardous Devices Team equipment. 

The Leon County Sheriff’s Office Hazardous Devices Team, commonly 
known as the “Bomb Squad,” plays a vital role in maintaining public safety 
by responding to incidents involving explosives, hazardous materials, and 
other high-risk scenarios. From suspicious packages to Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, and Environmental (CBRNE) threats, this elite team is 
trained to handle the most dangerous situations with precision and care.

 LCSO’s Hazardous Devices Team and Big Bend Regional
Bomb Squad, helped host a demonstration detonating 
some explosives at the range for a basic recruit class. 
The recruits learned about different explosive types and 
how they function. 

LCSO Hazardous Devices Team member 
wearing a bomb suit while carrying equipment.

Bomb squad team member, John Baas, displays 
an explosive during training to basic recruit class.

Equipped with cutting-edge tools such as the ANDROS Wolverine Robot 
which has the capability of deploying x-ray systems, disrupters, and air/
chemical monitors remotely, technicians can safely assess and neutralize 
threats. This tool displays the Bomb Squad team’s investment in equipment 
that minimizes risks to its members and the public.

The Hazardous Devices Team’s dedication and expertise exemplify the Leon 
County Sheriff’s Office’s commitment to protecting the community. Through 
specialized training, advanced technology, and proactive outreach, the team 
ensures that even the most complex threats are met with preparedness and 
professionalism.

Members of LCSO Hazardous Devices Team. 



LCSO HIGHLIGHTS
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Deputy Adam Shideler is selected as Sworn Law Enforcement Employee of the 
Month for January 2025.

Congratulations to Deputy Adam Shideler for being named the Leon County 
Sheriff’s Office Sworn Law Enforcement Employee of the Month for January 2025. 

Deputy Adam Shideler, who began his career with the Leon County Sheriff’s 
Office in February 2018, has served in both the Uniform Patrol and Criminal 
Investigations Divisions. His exceptional dedication, leadership, and compassion 
earned him the January 2025 Sworn Law Enforcement Employee of the Month, as 
highlighted by his nomination from Sergeant Emily Brann. 
 
Sergeant Brann praised Deputy Shideler for his selfless acts, including purchasing 
gas for a stranded motorist and organizing a tribute for a late Veteran who had no 
friends or family to attend his funeral. Deputy Shideler rallied fellow deputies on 
their day off to honor the Veteran, showcasing his deep respect and care for the 
community. 
 

In November 2024, after completing his shift, Deputy Shideler responded to a fatal traffic crash on I-10, where his quick 
thinking and initiative ensured the safety of responding officers and civilians. Even off-duty, he went above and beyond 
to secure the scene and assist with managing traffic. While still at the crash site, he offered additional support for another 
emergency call involving a suicidal individual, demonstrating his unwavering commitment to service. 
 
Beyond these extraordinary moments, Deputy Shideler consistently steps up to help his team, volunteering as an acting 
supervisor, reviewing crash reports, and providing mentorship as an Field Training Officer (FTOII). His actions reflect the 
highest standards of professionalism and compassion, making him a role model within the agency and the community. 
 
Deputy Shideler’s dedication to being ALLin exemplifies what it means to serve with integrity and excellence, making him a 
deserving recipient of this recognition.

Detention Deputy William Dunn is selected as Sworn Detention Facility Employee 
of the Month for January 2025.

Congratulations to Detention Deputy William Dunn for being named the Leon 
County Sheriff’s Office Sworn Detention Employee of the Month for January 2025!

Deputy Dunn began his career with LCSO in April 2006 and has since served 
in the Housing and Pathways Units. His exceptional dedication recently came 
to light during the July 2024 tornado response. Nominated by Sergeant Daniel 
Whaley, Deputy Dunn was commended for his critical role in clearing storm-related 
debris. Using his expertise with chainsaws, he removed over six tons of debris to 
reopen the Detention Facility parking lot and RISE Center, ensuring safe access to 
impacted areas. 
 
Beyond his emergency response efforts, Deputy Dunn is a vital part of the 
community. A passionate outdoors man, he enjoys bass fishing on local lakes and 
spending time with his grandson. Additionally, he volunteers with the Gadsden 

County Fire Department, dedicating his personal time to public service. 
 
Currently assigned to E.A.R.T.H HAVEN, Deputy Dunn oversees property management and the mosquito fish program, 
working closely with Leon County Public Works to distribute mosquito fish for environmental health. His leadership and 
teamwork continue to exemplify the values of the Leon County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
For Deputy Dunn’s professionalism, dedication, commitment to excellence and contributions—both on and off duty—the 
Leon County Sheriff’s Office proudly recognizes Deputy Dunn as the Leon County Sheriff’s Office January 2025 Sworn 
Detention Employee of the Month.



LCSO HIGHLIGHTS
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Law Enforcement Analyst Garrett “Ryan” Stidam is selected as Non-Sworn 
Employee of the Month for January 2025.

Congratulations to Law Enforcement Analyst Garrett Stidam for being named the 
Leon County Sheriff’s Office Non-Sworn Employee of the Month for January 2025!

Stidam has been an integral part of LCSO since 2010, beginning as a Detention 
Deputy before transitioning to a Law Enforcement Analyst role in 2013. Over the 
years, he has excelled in various positions, including work in the Real-Time Crime 
Center, Criminal Intelligence Unit, and as a Securus Analyst. 
 
Currently, Stidam serves as the sole analyst for Persons Crimes, supporting units 
such as Violent Crimes, Special Victims, Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC), 
and Special Investigations Unit (SIU). Known for his dedication, Stidam goes 
above and beyond to assist detectives, whether analyzing complex data like cell 
phone records or supporting high-profile cases such as homicides and human 
trafficking investigations. 

 
Nominated by Crime Intel Manager Chelsea Grant, Stidam is praised for his unwavering commitment, meticulous attention 
to detail, and willingness to adjust his schedule to meet the needs of ongoing investigations. His behind-the-scenes efforts 
have been instrumental in the success of many operations, including those that led to SIU earning the Homeland Security 
Investigations SAC Partnership Award. 
 
Garrett’s dedication extends beyond the workplace; he’s also a proud Marine veteran and devoted father, offering both 
humor and wisdom to his colleagues. Sergeant Rachel Keller over the Special Investigations Unit aptly stated, “We couldn’t 
do what we do without him and his intel skills.” 
 
For his exceptional service, professionalism, and commitment to the LCSO mission, Garrett Stidam is well-deserving of this 
recognition.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH!

For their hardwork and dedication, each Employee of the Month recipient receives 
personal recognition from the Sheriff and Command Staff and is awarded an Eddie 
Bauer tote bag, a $25 VISA gift card  donated by Loyalty Credit Union, a $20 Red 

Rapid Car Wash Gift Card, a $10 Chick-Fil-A and Mission BBQ Gift Card , a 
Select-A-Gift Card,  8-hours of annual leave, and premium front row parking at the 

LCSO administration building or Detention Facility!

WE EXTEND A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL PARTNERS: LOYALTY 
CREDIT UNION, RED RAPID CAR WASH, MISSION BBQ and CHICK-FIL-A 

FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATIONS. 

IF YOU OR YOUR ORGANIZATION IS INTERESTED IN DONATING TO OUR 
MONTHLY EMPLOYEE RECOGNITIONS, PLEASE EMAIL  

KRISTI GORDON AT gordonk2@leoncountyfl.gov.
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WANTED

See Something, Say Something

To remain anonymous and possibly be eligible for a cash 
reward up to $5,000, call Big Bend Crime Stoppers at: 

(850) 574-TIPS (8477).
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As of  12/11/2024As of  12/03/2024

As of  12/18/2024



Sexual Predator Notification
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These address update notifications are required by Florida Statute!.
For more information and to sign up for alerts: www.leoncountyso.com/   

departments/criminal-investigations/sex-offender 

https://www.leoncountyso.com/Departments/Criminal-Investigations/Sex-Offender
https://www.leoncountyso.com/Departments/Criminal-Investigations/Sex-Offender
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https://www.leoncountyso.com/Departments/Criminal-Investigations/Property/LCSO-Livestock-Team/LCSO-Animal-Flex-Registry
https://www.leoncountyso.com/Departments/Criminal-Investigations/Property/LCSO-Livestock-Team/LCSO-Animal-Flex-Registry
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https://www.leoncountyso.com/ALLin-LEON/Spread-Kindness


December 2024
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1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.

1. LCSO congratulates our newest graduates of the Correctional Officers Basic Recruit Class 565.
2. LCSO’s Human Relations Employee Development & Recognition team hosted a Food Truck Friday featuring local vendors.
3. LCSO and TPD partner to host a three day Officer Resilience Training Program for law enforcement deputies and officers as a part of
    the IACP and the VALOR Officer Safety and Wellness Initiative.
4. Several of our incarcerated individuals graduated from the Leon County Detention Facility Introduction to Sewing class, where they 
    created beautiful and meaningful projects, including baby burp pads, nursing coveralls, quilts, and blankets.
5. The Leon County Detention Facility’s Executive Correctional Leadership class join in on some holiday fun with an ugly Christmas 
     sweater day.
6. LCSO held the Operation Lifeguard press conference to report the arrest of 15 individuals attempting to sexually exploit children in   
     the Leon County community.



Outdoors in Our Community

 
1. LCSO deputies and staff partnered with The Salvation Army of Tallahassee to ring the bell for their annual 
    Red Kettle Campaign.
2. LCSO staff participate in the 38th Annual Winterfest parade.
3. Members of LCSO’s Traffic Unit attended a memorial service at the iTHINK Financial Amphitheater in West 
    Palm Beach to honor the lives of three Palm Beach County deputies.
4.LCSO employees, along with members of the Citizens Academy Alumni and the Citizen Advisory Council,   
   generously donated gifts to be distributed to the children at the Camelot Community Care center event with 
   Santa.
5. LCSO deputies and staff participated in the 45th annual Christmas Connection, a program that serves over 
    500 disadvantaged families and individuals in the Big Bend Area each year.
6. LCSO’s Aviation team dropped off Santa Claus to meet Mrs. Claus for the annual Soul Santa event at 
    Leverne Payne Community Center. 16
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Flashback Photo of the Month

Pictured: Deputies and members from the Leon County Sheriff’s Department 
                 Search and Rescue Group in 1968.
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This month’s photo features the Leon County Sheriff’s Office Security and 
Rescue Group from 1969 to 1977, under Sheriff Raymond Hamlin. The 

group was comprised of trained professionals who specialized in locating 
and rescuing individuals who were lost, missing, or in distress—similar to 
LCSO’s current specialty teams. In the photo, the group stands outside 

Doak Campbell Stadium on the Florida State University campus.

Photo Courtesy: State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory. 



Records Department
Records Director - Elethia Chase

Records Requests:
https://www.leoncountyso.com/citizen-center/

records-reports-requests

Leon County Sheriff ’s Office
2825 Major James Morgan Jr. Way, 

Tallahassee, FL 32304
Main: (850) 606-3300

Leon County Detention Center
535 Appleyard Dr.

Tallahassee, FL 32304
(850) 606-3500

Leon County Sheriff
Warrants & Civil Division

313 S Calhoun St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Contact Us

LCSO Trivia
True or False

LCSO’s Hazardous Devices Team is often deployed with the Drone Team when thermal 
breaching methods are required and are responsible for the investigation and safe 

disposal of explosive devices and military ordinance.

Last month’s Question & Answer: 
What is LCSO’s Bailiff Unit responsible for?

A. Processing incarcerated individuals into the detention facility.
B. Handling legal non-enforceable documents. 
C. Serving enforceable writs and warrants.
D. Carrying out lawful order of the court.

ANSWER: D, Carrying out lawful order of the court.
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