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President’s Message                                                                                                                                     
Greg Bates, President 

2023 President, Roosters & Roosters Foundation 
 

Dear Roosters and Friends, 
I’m excited and honored to be at the helm of The 
Roosters Organizations for 2024. 
We achieved wonderful results in team building and fundraising 
last year under Gary Drapers’ capable leadership. Everyone 
please give Gary your thanks for stepping up and leading us in 
2023. 
Jeff Smith, Bill Schilt, and I used to kid each other saying, 
we’ve got a good think going let’s not screw it up. That 
summarizes my plan for the year! 
This year you are going to have to watch for our meeting 
locations and times each month as we are going to alternate 
from lunches to dinners and going to experiment with moving 
our meetings to support the Chefs who keep our fundraising 
projects doing so well. Costs will vary. 
We are starting the year off with our January 9 th 6pm Board 
meeting at Old Vine Café 2937 Bristol St Costa Mesa in The 
Camp shopping center. Please reply to me so we know we can 
hold any guests who would like to attend. 
 
Our January DINNER meeting will be at 6 pm at Café Rouge at 
the Segerstrom Center for the Arts and we have the president of 
the Segerstrom Center, Casey Reitz as our speaker. Dinner is 
$75 per person and Chef Alfonso has created a tasty menu for 
us. As an option there are two shows that evening in the Concert 
Hall you can choose to attend after the meeting if you like. Our 
plan for dinner meetings is to 
have more fun and conversation and less stuffy business. 
February LUNCHEON on Feb 8 at 11:45, place to be 
determined. 
. 
Our big fundraisers are set with the Wine, Spirits and Beer 
Festival at Segerstrom Center for the Arts on June 22nd. Please 
join the Committee as we have 6 months to make this more 
successful than 2023’s. 
 
The Chef’s Experience will be held at Old Ranch Country Club 
on September 29th 
so start saving up and volunteer to help put on another record-
breaking dining extravaganza! I am grateful to the members of 
Roosters who have agreed to be on the Boards this year. Please 
help us by prompt RSVP’s, yes or no, to meeting notices. If you 
don’t do Evite let me know and we’ll arrange another way to 
register you for the things you can join us on. Thank you so 
much for the help you give to children in Orange County. 
Greg Bates, 
President, Roosters 
. 

Vice President’s Message                                                                                                                    
Lou Gardner   
 
Fellow Roosters, 
It’s a great time to be both a member of the 
Roosters and a participant in all the activities scheduled for this 
next year! We certainly strive towards 100 members, but the 
current membership achieved the highest revenue results this 
year in the history of the Roosters! 
As your vice president, I stand ready to assist our president, 
Greg Bates with proposals any of you may wish to be 
considered by our board of directors to discuss as an agenda 
item. At the direction of Greg, I will also organize our lunch and 
dinner events slated for 2024. 
I will also be working with Ali Cotton, our Communications 
Director as she continues her outstanding role in keeping the 
Rooster membership and other interested parties abreast of all 
“goings on” as related to the Roosters. 
I am honored to be a Rooster since 2009 and to serve as your 
vice president for 2024. 
 
Lou Gardner   
Vice President, Roosters 



  

https://roostersholidayfood.maxgiving.bid/donation


Upcoming Calendar 

Feeding OC 

Paul Robidoux and Larry Mandell have volunteered to be the new 
co-chairs of the Feeding OC program. Let them know you 
appreciate their efforts!  
For upcoming dates please contact: 
Dan Stone: call or text 714-310-4162.  
Dan@DantheManforMortgages.com 
 
 

January 9 Board of Directors 
6-8 PM at Old Vine Kitchen & Bar 
2937 Bristol St Costa Mesa in The Camp shopping center. 
Open to all members to sit in and observe the workings of your 
BOD and stay tuned to Roosters activities. 
Contact Greg Bates 

 

January 11 Dinner 
6 pm at Café Rouge at the Segerstrom Center for the Arts  
Speaker is President of the Segerstrom Center, Casey Reitz.  
Dinner is $75 per person by Chef Alfonso. 
Note there are two shows that evening in the Concert Hall which 
you can choose to attend after the meeting if you like! 
RSVP to the Evite. 
 

February 8 Luncheon 
11:30 am at Pregos in Tustin 
See details and RSVP on Evite. 
 

All Future Events 
Board meetings 2nd Tuesday of the Month.  
Luncheons or dinners the 2nd week each month. Stay tuned 
monthly for details. 
Socials usually 3rd/4th Thursday every month. 

Charity Committee 
 

 Happy Charity Committee New Year! I am happy to report that the final amount 
that we granted last year was $110,000.00 that went to a total of nineteen 
charities. It was a group effort by the charity committee and the advocates for the 
charities. A HUGE thank you to all that participated, and I am looking forward to an even 
better 2024! 
If you are interested in serving on this important committee, and/or becoming an advocate for 
one of the charities, please contact me. 
Jill Caron-Rauen 
Charity Committee Chairperson 
 
2023 Charities were:  Advance on to College, CAST, Christina Mauser Foundation, Devil Pups, Family Promise, Fish 
for Life, Friendly Center, H.O.P.E., Fristers, Huntington Harbor Philharmonic, Hope Harbor, Kherut, Parentis 
Foundation, Pure Game, Stand Up For Kids, Summer Harvest, Young Singers of Orange County, Southern California 
Children’s Chorus. 

Jill Caron-Rauen 
Charity Committee Chair 

Speaker’s Corner 
I look forward to bringing speakers to our 
lunch and dinner meetings who will 
inspire you, educate you, and leave you 
with great memories.  I am open to any 
ideas and suggestions you may have.   
Bleu Cotton – Speaker Chair 
 
Jan 11th dinner meeting 6pm  
Cafe Rouge, $75 per person tax and tip included.  
3 entree choices.  
Speaker is Casey Reitz, President of Segerstrom Center, 
who was previously the executive director of New York’s 
Second Stage Theater and part of the Tony-winning 
producing team for the 2017 best musical “Dear Evan 
Hansen.” 

Rooster January 
Birthdays 

Take one of them to lunch! 

Kirk Adams Scott Zimmerman Barbara Foster 

   



In Memoriam: Judy E. Smith 
 
Professor emeritus 
at Cal State 
University Long 
Beach, nurse 
practitioner, 
mentor, teacher, 
wife, mother, 
grandmother and 
sister sadly passed 
away after a brief 
battle with 
pancreatic cancer in May. 

 
Judy grew up in 
Monterey Park, 
met her husband 
Steven L Smith 
when she was 13 
years old and wed 
when she was 19. 
They were married 
for 56 years. 
Together they had 
three children son 
Adrian, daughter 
Sommer, and son 
Alexis. 

 
Judy is survived by husband, Steve, her children 
and her eight grandchildren.  Gone too soon but 
never forgotten.  A scholarship in her name was 
established at Cal State Long Beach to assist 
future nurses.  

Our Amazing Magician! 
 

Many people asked for his info after his fabulous 
entertainment at our wonderful Holiday Lunch. 
 
Rick Gerber, The Magic Guy 
818-308-4568                                   rickgerber.com 





SAVE The DATE!!  OCFWC 2024.  

The Wine Celebration Steering Committee: John Trapani, Larry Green, Rob Ward, Greg Bates 
We are looking for Wine Committee members. 
 
Pat McAuley, Chair of the Chef’s Committee. 
We are looking for Chef’s Committee members. 
 
Want to volunteer or have questions, call Joann Leatherby. 714-342-2814!! 

Roosters Foundation Wine Celebration, June 22, 2024  
The Plaza at the Segerstrom Center for the Arts. 

Roosters Foundation Chefs Experience, September 29, 2024 
Old Ranch Country Club. 



 

Feeding OC Holiday Boxes 
 
Look what fun we had helping others this Holiday Season! 





Membership 

My name is Rob Ward and I serve 
on the board for you! 
I will serve as the Membership 
Chair for 2024.  
My number one priority will be to 
build our membership levels.  
I have met with two prospective 
members this month that I will 
sponsor. One is Jeramy Gordon. Jeramy has 
attended Roosters’ events and has applied for 
membership. His bio is in this month’s Crow. 
I expect the other prospective member to apply in 
February.  
If you have a prospective member, have them contact 
me at rward@eis.agency or 949-274-6274. 
 
Rob Ward, Membership Chair

Cherri Farah 
Gary Eisenberger 
Margarita Martin 
Mark McDonald 
Dan Pederson 

Floyd Pickrell 
Peter Smith 
Stephanie Bauer 
Penny Strenger 

Honorary Roosters - we are happy to 

have the ongoing support of the following: 

Ambassadors Corner 
Jon Giberson, Chair 

 
Our current Ambassadors: 
 
Lynn Brown 
Larry Greene 
JJ Jackson 
Robert Ward 
Howard Minkley 
Davi Wilson 
Barbara Foster 
Jessie Bullis  

Members – If you have emails to send to the Roosters 
Membership, please contact our Communications Director, 
Alison Cotton, to assist you with your needs.  Please refrain 
from sending group emails from your individual accounts.  
Thank you in advance.  

Proposed New Member - Jeramy Gordon  
Sponsor: Rob Ward 
 

Jeramy Gordon is the owner and Chief Content Officer at Lorem Ipsum Company, a full-
service digital marketing agency serving mid-size B2B and B2C companies throughout the 
United States. He is a lifelong entrepreneur who started his first business at the age of 23 — 
a publishing company that operated a daily print newspaper and a weekly arts and 
entertainment magazine in Santa Barbara, Calif.  
 
After leaving publishing for the burgeoning digital marketing space, Jeramy founded the 
Lorem Ipsum Company in 2012 providing content marketing services. The business has 
expanded and now offers an array of digital marketing services, including web design, social 
media management, lead generation, online reputation management, and more. In his free 
time, Jeramy is an avid boater and movie buff, who fancies himself a political junkie. He 
lives in South Orange County with his wife and two children.  

 

Roosters Store is Coming! 
 
Thanks to Gary Draper, the Roosters Store    
is coming... 
Very soon you will be able to order quality men’s and women’s 
Under Armour polo shirts and baseball hat embroidered with 
Roosters’ logo. 
You will receive an email with a link to the store to order and 
have the items shipped directly to you. 







Roosters of Orange County 
17602 17th Street Suite 102-252, 
Tustin, CA 92780 
 
www.roostersfoundation.org  

Roosters Creed 
An organization that stands for friend-
ship, fellowship, charity and good times.  
It stands for busy,  worldly people who 
take the time to give those less fortunate 
a helping hand.  It stands for warmth, 
strength, and shared laughter. 
 

Mission Statement 
To facilitate and encourage lifelong 
friendships while performing charitable 
works on behalf of children in need. 
 

Mission Statement for the Roosters 
Foundation of Orange County 
To raise necessary funds for disadvan-
taged and at risk children in the Or-
ange County area and to support public 
and private programs with necessary 
services for children in need. 
 

We respectfully request that all Roosters and the 

friends of Roosters patronize the businesses and 

establishments that support and foster Roosters 

charity causes.  We are grateful! 

Rooster of the Year 
John Hinson - 2022  

Crow Editor 
Peter Smith 

Birthdays? 
Anniversaries? 
Marriages? 
Congratulations? 
For sale? 
Need? 
Lost? 
Found? 
 

This is your FREE 
SPACE for classifieds! 

http://www.roostersfoundation.org

