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President’s Message                                                                                                                                     
Gary Draper, President 

2023 President, Roosters & Roosters Foundation 
 

Dear Roosters Community, 
 

October has been a busy month for The Roosters…
and what a fun month it was! First, we had a delicious lunch 
meeting at Antonellos where we voted in the 2024 Board of 
Directors. It was wonderful to see such a great turnout. 
 

Our next monthly meeting will be on Wednesday evening, 
November 8th, at Mimi’s Bistro at 4030 Barranca, (corner of 
Culver and Barranca) in Irvine at 6:00 pm. This will be another 
“Date Night” for members, spouses, significant others, and 
potential members. This dinner will only cost $35 per person. 
Please make sure you rsvp on the evite so we can get a proper 
head count. 
 

We still want to know several things to make Roosters the best it 
can be and need more feedback: First, a meeting preference - we 
want to know if you would like to have our monthly meetings 
on a Wednesday instead of Thursday. Some people have said 
that they would like to go out of town on Thursdays.  
 

Second, in regards to the meeting venue and pricing - we want 
to know if you like the idea of having several meetings at 
Mimi’s in Irvine or Fountain Valley with $35 pricing for our 
meals or spend $50 per person for a more upscale location. 
 

Third, meeting rotation - we want to know if you want to move 
our monthly meetings to different restaurants each month to 
support our chefs instead of having a base, or whether we should 
leave that to our Flash Mob meetings and have a base restaurant. 
There will be a survey sent to you. Please take a minute to 
answer and return it.  
 

Our December Holiday meeting will be held at Michaels on 
Naples in Long Beach. We will ring in the holiday season on 
Saturday, December 9th in their beautiful roof-top dining area, 
beginning at 11:30 am. The cost will be $45 per person. Like 
our date night meetings, members, spouses, significant others, 
and potential members are invited. We will also have the 
Charity Committee advocates speak about each charity that will 
be receiving a grant check this year.   
 

Lastly, the Board has become aware that many of you would 
like to have Rooster Polo shirts. Scott Zimmerman has 
graciously offered to take orders and make them available to all 
to show the world who you are.  We look forward to having the 
Roosters wearing and sharing our logo! If you have ideas you 
would like to share with me and the 2023 board, please contact 
me at 949-275-8333. 
 
Thank you, Gary. 

 

Vice President’s Message                                                                                                                    
Greg Bates 

Hi All, 
I am happy to report on the election results from 
our October 12th Annual meeting. The following 
were elected to the Board: 
 

Lou Gardner, Vice President 
Thad Sandford, Secretary 
Jessie Bullis, Treasurer 
Jill Caron-Rauen, Charity Chair 
Rob Ward, Membership Chair 
Jon Giberson, Ambassadors Chair 
Bleu Cotton, Speakers Chair 
 

To round out the Board I will serve as President and Gary 
Draper will serve as Immediate Past President. 
 

I’m very glad to have some new faces stepping up to offer their 
time and talents to make Roosters work for the community we 
live in. We fill a niche in the giving world with the smaller 
charities we support and believe that our gift can be half of their 
operating budget for the year. One of my neighbors always 
repeats, “Many hands make light work”. It’s time for all 
Roosters to make that our motto too. We’ll need more people 
volunteering to make the OC Food & Wine Festival bigger than 
ever next year. 
I’ll be calling you all to meet and discuss what you think about 
how you can help Roosters this coming year. Keep a weather 
eye out for different meeting locations and times, some dinner 
meetings with spouses are in the works. Thank you for 
everything you do and especially what you can do for Roosters 
in 2024. 
 

A Rooster never stands so tall as when they kneel to help a 
child… 
 

Please help your new Board to make this a wonderful year of 
fun for the Roosters Inc. and a profitable year for Roosters 
Foundation philanthropic giving to those in need. 

Roosters Fundraiser 
Grosses over $400,000 

 

The annual Chefs Event of the Roosters’ OC Food & 
Wine Celebration was a resounding success, as the 
shared passion of camaraderie and philanthropy 
combined to produce one of the most successful 
fundraisers in recent years. 
See pages 7-9. 



  

https://roostersholidayfood.maxgiving.bid/donation


Upcoming Calendar 

Feeding OC 

Paul Robidoux and Larry Mandell have volunteered to be the new 
co-chairs of the Feeding OC program. Let them know you 
appreciate their efforts!  
For upcoming dates please contact: 
Dan Stone: call or text 714-310-4162.  
Dan@DantheManforMortgages.com 
 

November 8 Dinner Date Meeting 

6:00 pm at Mimi’s Cafe, honoring our Veterans. 
4030 Barranca Pkwy, Irvine 
$35 dinner - bring a date! 
 

November 11 Social 

A day at the Races! 
Del Mar Race Track - check your email for details coming soon! 
 

November 14 Board of Directors 
6-8 PM. All Roosters invited to attend. 
Prego Restaurant, 2409 Park Avenue Tustin. 
Contact Gary Draper 

 

December 9 Holiday Luncheon 
11:30 am - please carpool, parking is tight! 
Presentation of Grant Checks 
Holiday fun! 
Michaels on Naples 
5620 E 2nd Street, Long Beach 
$45 per person 

 

December 16 Holiday Feeding Program 
Our annual main event, providing food to needy in Orange County 
Packing and distributing food boxes. 
Check your inbox for details. 
Sponsor your own box for just $25 (or sponsor a dozen!) 
https://roostersholidayfood.maxgiving.bid/donation 
 
 

All Future Events 
Board meetings 2nd Tuesday of the Month.  
Luncheons 2nd Thursday every month. 
Socials usually 3rd/4th Thursday every month. 

Rooster November 
Birthdays 

Stan Smith  Jon Giberson  Chad Kearns  

John Trapani  Robert Flippen  Jonathan Resnick  

 

Take one 
of them 

to lunch!  

Charity Committee 
 

The Charity Committee met on October 3rd and evaluated the eighteen 
grant applications that we received.  The evaluations were based on Maslo’s 
Hierarchy of Needs chart.  We will meet again on October 30, to make our 
recommendations for grant amounts to be given out. Then I will submit our  
summary to the executive grant committee for approval.  We have $85,000.00 to  
give out this year. The checks will be sent to the advocate for that charity and  
delivered by them in December. 
 
2023 Charities are:  Advance on to College, CAST, Christina Mauser Foundation, Devil Pups, 
Family Promise, Fish for Life, Friendly Center, H.O.P.E., Fristers, Huntington Harbor 
Philharmonic, Hope Harbor, Kherut, Parentis Foundation, Pure Game, Stand Up For Kids, 
Summer Harvest and Young Singers of Orange County. 
 
Every member is welcome to attend the charity committee meetings. 
Please contact me if you would like to know when we are meeting again: 
 
jill@jdcaron.com 714-536-8603 (home/office) or 714-552-4216 (cell) 

Jill Caron-Rauen 
Charity Committee Chair 

https://roostersholidayfood.maxgiving.bid/donation






 

Feeding OC Holiday Boxes 
 
We are finalizing our Feeding OC plan for Dec. 16, 8:30 to 10:30 AM to create and distribute 2,000 boxes of 
food for a Christmas dinner to approximately 15-18 OC charities and families. So far, 1,770 have been 
allocated and are working verifying the other charities and # of boxes. OC Food Bank is currently working to 
source the food required for each box, so it can be ready on 12/16. 
 
At this point, we need to limit the volunteers to a total of 80, 40 for each of two lines to each create 1,000 
boxes. We will send an invitation from VolunteerHub to all Rooster members soon. We will include a list of 
tasks for each line and # of volunteers needed for each task either through VolunteerHub or by separate email. 
 
VolunteerHub will not allow volunteers to select a specific task at this time. As needed, Rooster member Larry 
Mandell has offered to coordinate volunteers to specific tasks. After we announce the event, send an email to 
Larry at lunt1@netscape.net to request the task, first come, first served order. 
  
We are continuing to look for additional canned and dry food donations. Please contact anyone you know that 
may be able to provide additional food for the 2,000 boxes. 
  
Who will volunteer(s) to bring coffee, bagels & donuts to the event at 8:15 AM, 12/16? Any suggestions, 
RSVP to Dan Stone at Dan@DanTheManForMortgages.com 
  
We will bring a sample box of food to the Chef’s Experience event 10/29, so all attendees may view and 
hopefully donate additional money specifically for our annual Feeding OC event. 
  
Looking forward to seeing all Rooster members at the Chef’s Experience on 10/29 and volunteers at the 
Feeding OC event 12/16. 
 
If you know any 
companies interested 
in donating food to 
our boxes, such as 
canned hams, power 
bars, grocery store 
gift cards, etc., 
please call Dan: 
714-310-4162.  
 
December 16th Save 
the date! 
You can donate $25 
per box with the 
QR link on right!   
 
 
Dan Stone 
Paul Robidoux 
Larry Mandell 
Feeding OC 
Co-Chairs 



From the Editor - An Evening in Culinary Wonderland 
 
As many readers will know, I edit the Crow remotely, since I spend a lot of my time in France. It was therefore with great pleasure 
that for the first time in many years, on October 29 I was able to attend the chefs extravaganza event at Old Ranch Country Club. 
 
It was a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with many old friends, and to meet several new Roosters who have joined the 
organization in my absence. Above all though, I was plunged back into the spirit that continues to drive this wonderful organization 
from year to year, enabling Roosters to support so many children and families in Orange County. 
 

Success of an organization like the Roosters depends on one 
thing; the members. That is all the foundation has. Those 
members are not all the same; each contributes in their own 
way, and the aggregate is what makes for success. This was 
strikingly evident last Sunday night. 
 
As I sat enjoying a delicious meal created by one of the 11 
celebrity chefs, Orange County’s star auctioneer and Roosters 
fundraiser veteran, Jim Nye, began the live auction 
presentation. With his usual flair, the opening session went 
well, the first several items attracting healthy bids that were 
encouraging. 
 
When Jim returned to the podium, after a short pause as we 
enjoyed our meals, things began to change. With his inimitable 
style, and I suspect some behind the scenes consultation ahead 
of time, we were treated to a stunning experience of what can 
be achieved when the fire of generosity is fueled by the 
gasoline of passion. A couple of our Rooster families stepped 
up with matching donation offers that allowed Jim to 
completely transform the atmosphere, and from then on the 
bidding just kept cranking up through the gears, as the spirit of 
giving reached fever pitch in the room. 
 
We don’t know for a little while what the final numbers are, but 
it is evident that with estimates over $400,000 gross, this will 
likely be one of the most successful fundraisers in recent years. 

 
But it’s not just the ability to write a check that counts. Success needs us all… charity liaisons, committee chairs, volunteers, and 
those who go above and beyond to donate their time and energy to take Board or Off-Board positions of responsibility and 
leadership. And those who spread the word and bring in new members, friends, supporters, donors, underwriters… who use their 
imagination, experience and networking to continue to develop and publicize what Roosters stands for, so we can touch the lives of 
more and more kids who need a helping hand. And the rewards… could be seen on the faces of those who have given in whatever 
form they can, as they witnessed the generosity that blossomed on Sunday evening; true happiness. 
 
Membership of the Roosters may not be at its peak, 
but it’s clear that the members we do have really 
embrace the Roosters creed. Any guest who 
witnessed this event would’ve had to have a heart of 
stone not to be inspired by what unfolded in that 
room. This was a remarkable achievement, not only 
for the three Chairs, who put in so much time and 
effort to produce the event, but for every Rooster 
who has stood by the organization and played their 
part, in whatever way, over the past years. 
 
Roosters, this weekend, you can hold your heads 
high and proud for what you have accomplished. 
Now, go out and spread the word, and find others 
who can share your passion for helping young 
people. If the Roosters could double the 
membership with the same quality of individuals, 
just think what could be achieved… 
 
Congratulations, I’m proud to have you all as 
brothers and sisters. 
Peter Smith, Crow Editor. 

Event Chairs Jennifer Moriarty, Pat McAuley & Joann Leatherby 

Marty & Seon Burbank, Peter Smith, Libby & Kirk Adams 







 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gary Draper John Trapani Peter Haaker Jon Giberson 

Marty Golden Stan Smith 

Veterans Day is this month, let’s honor our own… 

Marty Burbank  

Thad Sandford 
Not pictured: Scott Zimmerman  





Membership 

It’s easy to propose a new 
member! 
Just get your candidate’s business 
card, put your name on it, and 
forward it to Membership Director 
or use the membership application 
at www.RoostersFoundation.org/
membership.  
Thank you to Joann and Greg Bates for sponsoring 
new member, Barbara Foster, and Bleu Cotton for 
sponsoring Davi Wilson…two of our newest Rooster 
members!  
New Members: Proposed members are presented to 
the membership of the Roosters for review. 
If you have objections to a proposed new 
member, call your Membership Director. Calls are 
confidential. 

Cherri Farah 
Gary Eisenberger 
Margarita Martin 
Mark McDonald 
Dan Pederson 

Floyd Pickrell 
Peter Smith 
Stephanie Bauer 
Penny Strenger 

Honorary Roosters - we are happy to 

have the ongoing support of the following: 

 

Ambassadors Corner 
Lou Gardner, Chair 
 
Brother and Sister Roosters, take a moment 
to call and introduce yourselves to our 
newest member, Jessie Bullis. Let our new 
Ambassadors know how you became a 
Rooster and share your memories and 
experiences from events and establishing 
lifelong friendships.   
 
Ambassadors, as the Ambassador 
Chair, I will be reaching out to you 
and asking for your assistance in 
getting the word out for our 
luncheons, social events, and other 
Roosters activities. 
 

Our current Ambassadors 
are: 
 
Lynn Brown 
Larry Greene 
JJ Jackson 
Robert Ward 
Howard Minkley 
Davi Wilson 
Barbara Foster 
Jessie Bullis  

Members – If you have emails to send 
to the Roosters Membership, please 
contact our Communications Director, 
Alison Cotton, to assist you with your 
needs.  Please refrain from sending 
group emails from your individual 
accounts.  Thank you in advance.  

RoostersCommunicationsDirector@gmail.com  or txt 949-254-
6563 If you need a one-on-one lesson on how to join the 
informative Roosters Facebook Group or how to follow us on 
Instagram, please contact Ali.   

Help Roosters Help Kids Campaigns....you 

can make a recurring monthly contribution with a few clicks on 
our website!   
  
1.  16% of kids in Orange 
County go to bed hungry. 
We need your help to help 
them! Please make a 
monthly donation of any 
amount to the Roosters 
“Feeding O.C.” program. 
We are working on raising 
$52,000 to enable us to 
distribute 2000 boxes this 
year. Please help by 
funding a Food Box every 
month with the 
instructions below. 
 
 
2.  The Roosters Endowment Program currently has a balance 
of nearly $80,000 and it’s growing...but only with your help! 
Please make a monthly donation of any amount to The Roosters 
“Endowment Program“ so that at some point in the future we 
will have enough funds to keep Roosters donations continuing 
forever, (as the principal can never be spent...only the interest 
on the principle can be donated by The Roosters 
Foundation!)  It is managed by the Orange County Community 
Foundation. Please set up your monthly contribution with the 
instructions on the QR link.   
 
Your RECURRING Monthly contribution will make a HUGE 
difference!   

Roosters in the News 
 
Craig and Dana Boardman's Tony 
Award-winning daughter Julie was 
featured in the latest edition of 
Orange Coast Magazine for her 
great work creating the Museum of 
Broadway in New York’s Times 
Square. 
 
Read about her project, and her 
history in musical theater, online: 
https://orangecoast.com/people-
places/curtain-call-museum-of-
broadway-irvine 

http://www.RoostersFoundation.org/membership/
http://www.RoostersFoundation.org/membership/
https://orangecoast.com/people-places/curtain-call-museum-of-broadway-irvine
https://orangecoast.com/people-places/curtain-call-museum-of-broadway-irvine
https://orangecoast.com/people-places/curtain-call-museum-of-broadway-irvine


Roosters Socials 
 
See photos of our September Social at the McAuley’s home on the following pages! 
 

Contact JJ Jackson, Social Chair 949-500-6931 
Please check your emails for the “EVITE” for details on the monthly socials 

 
 

October Lunch at Antonello 
 
 
 

The Roosters Foundation of 
Orange County had their 
October lunch meeting at 
the famous Antonello 
Ristorante, in South Coast 
Plaza, where we voted in 
next year’s new board! 



We had a fabulous time at The McAuley’s home for 
our September social! 



We had a fabulous time at The McAuley’s home for 
our September social! 



Roosters of Orange County 
17602 17th Street Suite 102-252, 
Tustin, CA 92780 
 
www.roostersfoundation.org  

Roosters Creed 
An organization that stands for friend-
ship, fellowship, charity and good times.  
It stands for busy,  worldly people who 
take the time to give those less fortunate 
a helping hand.  It stands for warmth, 
strength, and shared laughter. 
 

Mission Statement 
To facilitate and encourage lifelong 
friendships while performing charitable 
works on behalf of children in need. 
 

Mission Statement for the Roosters 
Foundation of Orange County 
To raise necessary funds for disadvan-
taged and at risk children in the Or-
ange County area and to support public 
and private programs with necessary 
services for children in need. 
 

We respectfully request that all Roosters and the 

friends of Roosters patronize the businesses and 

establishments that support and foster Roosters 

charity causes.  We are grateful! 

Rooster of the Year 
John Hinson - 2022  

Crow Editor 
Peter Smith 

Birthdays? 
Anniversaries? 
Marriages? 
Congratulations? 
For sale? 
Need? 
Lost? 
Found? 
 

This is your FREE 
SPACE for classifieds! 

http://www.roostersfoundation.org

