
 
 

 

 

CSBA EVENT INVITATION: Wednesday, January 29, 2020, 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

TAKING BACK THE SEAS: TRANSFORMING THE U.S. SURFACE FLEET FOR DECISION-CENTRIC WARFARE 

by Bryan Clark and Timothy A. Walton 

Join us on January 29 as Acting Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Thomas B. Modly, shares his 

thoughts on the future of the U.S. Navy and its surface force. During the event, Bryan Clark and Timothy 

A. Walton will also discuss their new CSBA report: Taking Back the Seas: Transforming the U.S. Surface 

Fleet for Decision-Centric Warfare.  

CSBA’s report finds the U.S. Navy’s surface fleet is at a crossroads. Today’s force 

lacks the size, resilience, and offensive capacity to contribute effectively to 

degrading, delaying, or denying aggression. These shortfalls are especially 

problematic in light of the fact that the surface fleet will play an increasingly 

important role in the U.S. Navy’s ability to counter enemy attacks. The current 

fleet is also fiscally unsustainable due to growing operations and support costs 

for today’s highly integrated and manpower-intensive surface combatants. 

New technologies for unmanned systems, sensors, weapons, C3, and 

countermeasures could allow significant improvements in the surface fleet’s 

ability to create complexity for an adversary and harden surface forces from 

attack while improving surface force’s capacity for maritime or land strike. 

CSBA’s proposed architecture of operational concepts, force packages, posture, readiness cycles, and 

platforms would improve the surface fleet’s ability to support U.S. defense strategy as well as make it 

more sustainable. With U.S. carrier aviation constrained in range and capacity and challenged by rising 

sustainment costs, and with the submarine force shrinking, the surface fleet will have increased 

importance in deterrence, reassurance, and warfare. U.S. Navy leaders should make the hard choices 

needed to ensure the surface force can meet that challenge. 

Download the new report and register to join us at CSBA in Washington D.C. on January 29 for our 

discussion with Acting Secretary Modly and the authors. 

AGENDA 11:30-12:00 Noon – Reception 

  12:00-12:30 PM -- Introduction/Remarks by Acting Secretary Modly 

  12:30-1:00 PM – Authors Briefing 

  1:00 – 1:30 PM – Q&A 

Our CSBA authors are available for interviews. To arrange, contact William Bodie, 202.719.1358 or 

bodie@csbaonline.org.  
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