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PREVENTION & DETECTION 
WORKGROUP 
• Chair: Lisa Purvis, Director, Community Outreach and 

Engagement, Dartmouth Cancer Center 

• Lisa is looking for a co-chair! If you’re curious about this role, 
please reach out to Hanna. 

• 2023: Published a new Cancer Screening Guidelines flyer. A 
downloadable version of the guidelines can be found at: 
https://vtaac.org/cancerscreeningguide/. 

• 2024: Recently had a meeting focused on prostate cancer. 
Scott Perrapato, Urologic Oncology Director at UVM, presented 
insights into the latest science and recommendations for 
prostate cancer screening and shared decision making. Lauren 
Ressue and Sharon Mallory presented latest prostate cancer 
data and prostate cancer goals/objectives in the VT Cancer 
Plan.

• Next meeting will be in the early spring to further continue the 
conversation around how this taskforce can work together on 
a prostate cancer-focused project (i.e. provider education 
tools)

https://vtaac.org/cancerscreeningguide/


QUALITY OF LIFE WORKGROUP

• Co-Chairs: Monica Marshall, Mahana Magic 
Foundation

• VTAAC applied for a $25,000 supplemental funding 
opportunity for Year 2 of the workplan (July 1, 2023– 
June 30,2024) to go towards a survivorship-focused 
project. The Quality of Life Workgroup has decided 
to spend some of the funds on building a 
Survivorship Resource Center on VTAAC’s website. 
Some of the funds will be spent on an evaluation 
team and a web developer. 

• Currently, PDA, VTAAC evaluators, are working with 
the workgroup to create a survey to send out to 
organizations to gather their information to display 
on the website. Next steps are to finalize the 
look/feel of the resource center and launch a test 
run of the site. 



HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS (HPV) 
TASKFORCE

• Chair: Leigh Sampson, Associate Director, State Partnerships, 
American Cancer Society 

• Leigh is looking for a Co-Chair! If you’re curious about this role, 
please reach out to Hanna. 

• 2023: The group collaborated with other states to create two 
call-to-action letters – one for health care providers and one 
for dental health care providers. These letters encourage 
providers to recommend HPV vaccinations starting at age 9. 
You can view these letters here: https://vtaac.org/hpv-call-
to-action-letters/.  

• 2024: SVMC and ACS are kicking of an HPV QI project that this 
taskforce will be a part of. Details TBD. Rebecca Hewson-Steller 
is leading this project and will be able to provide more details. 

https://vtaac.org/hpv-call-to-action-letters/
https://vtaac.org/hpv-call-to-action-letters/


LUNG CANCER SCREENING 
TASKFORCE
• Chair: Dana Bourne, Tobacco Cessation Specialist, Tobacco Control 

Program, Vermont Department of Health 

• 2023: This group worked with ACS on a media and education campaign 
around Lung Cancer Awareness Month (November) using a $15,500 grant 
awarded to ACS VT to work with VTAAC. National Lung Cancer Screening 
Day is Saturday, November 11 and with support from VTAAC and ACS, 
sites across the state hosted Saturday screening clinics. Dartmouth 
Cancer Center, UVM Medical Center, Northwestern Medical Center and all 
VT VA locations are among those who participated.  

• 2024: Partners from this taskforce are also collaborating with the 
Department of Corrections to support their efforts to bring lung cancer 
screening to incarcerated Vermonters. 

• 2024: The group recently met and discussed planning to do another 
screening day in November (even without the ACS funds), as well as doing 
another more coordinated communications campaign in November. 



COLORECTAL CANCER 
TASKFORCE

• Chair: Rebecca Hewson-Steller, Nurse Navigator, 
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center

• Rebecca is looking for a co-chair! If you’re curious about this 
role, please reach out to Hanna. 

• 2023: Last March this group created a media campaign for 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month with shared messaging 
and a resource page housed on VTAAC’s website. These 
resources can be found here: https://vtaac.org/resources-
2/crc/. This was re-shared to the group this week ahead of 
March. 

• This group is looking to meet again in late March to discuss a 
new project for 2024. 

https://vtaac.org/resources-2/crc/
https://vtaac.org/resources-2/crc/


Skin Cancer Taskforce

• Chair: Lisa Purvis, Director, Community Outreach and 
Engagement, Dartmouth Cancer Center and Sharon Mallory, 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program Director, Vermont 
Department of Health 

• 2023: Thanks to the collaborative efforts of Dartmouth Cancer 
Center, IMPACT Melanoma & VTAAC, as part of the Skin Cancer 
Taskforce, 12 sites across VT were selected to receive free 
sunscreen dispensers and a start-up supply of sunscreen for 
their summer programming. To see the list of selected sites, 
more information on the program and sun safety social media 
toolkits, visit: www.vtaac.org/free-sunscreen-dispenser-initiative.

• 2024: The group has some funding support from Dartmouth to 
promote sunscreen dispensers to winter locations. So far, we have 
reached out to five locations and have one location confirmed and 
another interested. Winter sun safety programming is very difficult. 
The group is working out now how to move forward with the 
remainder of the money, along with some additional communications 
and funding support from UVM this spring. 

http://www.vtaac.org/free-sunscreen-dispenser-initiative


Physical Activity and Nutrition 
in Cancer Survivors 
• Chair: Sharon Mallory, Comprehensive Cancer Control 

Program Director, Vermont Department of Health 

• 2023: With support from CVMC new patient navigator, Kara Dudman 
and Kim Dittus at UVM, this group has re-started this project to 
encourage training around physical activity and nutrition in cancer 
survivors and the promotion of their educational tools (physical 
activity “prescriptions”).  

• 2024: Based on recent group conversations, the group will be 
focusing on provider education and awareness. Members will be 
doing some work to identify the best type of training for staff (not just 
providers) and a good time to host these trainings. They will meet 
again mid-March to further the conversation. 



Survivorship Supplemental Project
Using Project ECHO and Patient Navigation to Improve the 
Health and Wellness of Cancer Survivors in Rural Communities

Project ECHO (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes)
• Goal to improve and increase medical and social support to 

survivors in rural areas.
• Work with UVM AHEC to plan & conduct telementoring sessions 

with provider teams (primary care).
• Provide education on the needs and issues faced by rural cancer 

survivors.
• Tentative - Four to six sessions in Spring 2025.

Patient Navigation 
• Goal to remove barriers to physical and emotional health care for 

survivors.
• Work with rural clinics (FQHCs, PCP, etc.) to connect survivors 

with survivor patient navigators.
• Support/promote survivorship patient navigators to refer cancer 

survivors to wellness supports and programs.
• Planning in very initial stages



Project ECHO Survivorship Example


