
February 10th, 2021 Council update 

Happy February. The weather is starting to warm up now, spring training will start 

soon, and people will be out walking, hiking and enjoying the best season in AZ.  

With the warmer weather, it has opened the opportunity to have services 

outside. If you were at the annual meeting, you are aware of how we set it up. 

Several people suggested they would be open to coming to outdoor services. At 

council this week, we all agreed that the meeting went well, and we should try it 

for a service. So, this Sunday the 14th, we will have a service in the back parking 

lot at 9:30 AM. We are moving everything to the back lot to allow for more 

parking and separation if needed. When you pull into the lot, Phil will be there to 

collect your offering, someone will get your name for attendance, and someone 

else will give you a communion cup. We will still be recording the service and 

putting it live on the Spirit of Hope Facebook page. We look forward to seeing you 

all in person again!  

An Ash Wednesday service will be at 4PM on Wednesday February 17 in the back 

lot. Pastor is working on getting a method to distribute ashes safely, so we look 

forward to seeing everyone with the tell-tale cross on your foreheads on 

Wednesday.  

If the numbers continue the downward trend, and as more people get the 

vaccine, we hope to be back for inside service as soon as possible.  

I am excited we are again able to offer in-person services. I hope you will all be 

able to attend! 

Also, in the Council meeting Phil and Butch were welcomed to council for 2021. 

We are looking forward to getting new views from Butch, along with ideas to 

better serve our church. Karen will continue to be our VP, and Barb Kearns will 

continue as secretary. I was also elected to continue as your president, which I am 

very grateful for. Thank you all for your support of our council.  

On Sunday the 14th, while you are all attending the outdoor service, I will be on a 

plane to WI to visit our Grandkids. I already have a list of projects to help with so 

between the kids and grandkids I will be busy. I fly back on Thursday the 18th with 

our daughter in law and our oldest and youngest grandkids Aubrey and Lucas in 

tow.  Three and one-half hours on a plane with a 3-year-old going on 13, and a 2-



year-old in the middle of the terrible 2’s will be fun, please keep me in your 

prayers!  

Thanks again for your support. As we continue to rebound from 2020, we need 

your support more than ever. The budget we passed is assuming our 

contributions match what we brought in for the entire year of 2020.   We are 

hoping for a large improvement as we return to service, but we still need your 

donations on a regular basis.  

Duane Gilson 

Council President 


