
So, today is my 58th birthday! Another birthday got me thinking, what is time? 

Here are a few ‘sayings’: 

Time is money! We hear that all the time. Normally someone uses this when they 

want you to do something for free that will make them money. 

Time goes faster as you get older. Well, that’s just a fact. Though most of my time 

is spent looking for things I set down yesterday. 

I’ll sleep when I’m dead, right now I don’t have time to sleep. The good thing 

about this statement is that you will die sooner, so you will be sleeping sooner 

than you wanted. 

Idle hands are the devil’s workshop; idle lips are his mouthpiece.  

Since retiring I have a lot less time on my hands. Ask anyone who has retired, and 

they will tell you the same thing; ‘I don’t know how I ever had time to work’. You 

might also hear some say, ‘I need to go back to work to get some rest!’ 

Where does the time go? What a great question. How about this one; Time and 

money can’t exist at the same time. We either have time, or we have money. If 

we work a lot, we have money, but no time. If we have time on our hands, we 

don’t have any money to do anything with. Another thing that might explain it is 

the simple question: What do we spend our time on? Money takes time. Time is 

the currency we exchange for money. We give time to a person or company, and 

they give us money. If we are lucky and enjoy what we do we’re still giving our 

time for money. 

When we spend money, we are spending time. If we buy a car for $20,000, we are 

using our time to buy a car. If we make $20/hour, we are giving up 1000 hours 

(that’s 125 - 8-hour days, or 4 months) of our life for the car. That’s not including 

finance charges. Is the car worth that much time? Or would you rather spend that 

time with your family? Yes, you need to have transportation, but think about the 

time you need to give up for that car. $150/month for TV? Not for me, I would 

rather spend the time with Tina or my grandkids. As I get older, I am starting to 

appreciate the value of my time. I don’t give it away as freely as I once did.  



When we realize everything in this world belongs to God, and we are just 

managers, it becomes clear: our time is God’s! It is God’s greatest gift. Manage 

God’s greatest gift with care. When we look at the gift of time, manage it well for 

the Glory of God. Don’t squander it on things to impress people we don’t know. I 

heard someone who ask himself this question before making any significant 

purchase: If no one was ever going to see the item I am thinking about, would I 

still buy it? That brings it down to the basic level, is it something I need for myself, 

or something to impress others.  

Only people that don’t know you are impressed with your things. Your friends will 

be impressed with how you spend your time. 

Thanks for reading. 

Duane 

 


