
 

“Do not turn to idols or make cast images for yourselves: I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 

19:4) 

I’m sitting in my office at the church today and wondering, “what can I do to this place to make 

it feel more…organized?” Yes, many of you have given me a hard time about the “clutter” in my 

office.  Some of you have even volunteered to come and clean my office for me.  Let me start 

by saying – I know where everything is within this clutter.  Yes, my shelves are over-loaded with 

“little things” and there are too many books within a shelf.  I’m going to start there… with the 

books.  I’m going to clean out the books that I probably will never touch again nor loan out as a 

resource book.   

Then there is the issue of the “little things” I have around my office.  They all have meaning and 

purpose.  I won’t go as far as saying I idolize my stuff, but each has a meaning and many are 

gifts from people throughout my whole ministry.  They make me smile.  Sometimes they make 

great illustrations for children’s sermons.  I also collect things, like crosses, and love to display 

them on the wall.  

It’s the “little things” in life that can make one smile.  Like my wooden spoon that has rainbow 

colors painted on it.  I was given this by a very special family who lost their teenage daughter to 

suicide as she was bullied because she was gay.  I presided at the funeral for this young soul.  Or 

like my Beanie Babies that are in a praying position.  They were given by a widow whose 

husband  and I spent a lot of time praying with prior to his death.  She appreciated the time I 

spent with them during that difficult moment.   

I also am a Star Trek fan and when people find out I love memorabilia from those movies they 

have shared part of their collection with me.  I might actually be close to idolizing some of those 

items… but I know I can live without them… as I could not live without my Lord, and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Just saying.  

I invite you to come and take some time to chat or pray with me at the church sometime and I 

can share with you some of the stories of these “little things” that seem like clutter.  Chances 

are you might have a gift or something to add to my clutter because it makes you smile.   

It’s the little things in life that makes us smile.  What really matters?  It’s the small things in your 

life.  The seemingly insignificant, every day, ordinary moments.  It’s those little things in life are 

the things that make ME happy and simple things that can make YOU happy, too. 

Peace, 

PT  


