
A Word from your Pastor  

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the 

fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the 

creatures that move along the ground.” So, God created mankind in God’s image.”  (Genesis 1:26–27) 

This week my younger brother, Mike,  and his family came to visit and to stay with us for their vacation.  

It was great to have someone stay with us again! Since this time last year, we have had no one come to 

visit due to Covid.   We even heated up the pool and spent a lot of time with each other in this beautiful 

Arizona winter.  Pool volley ball is a lot of fun when you have a whole family playing!  Mike and his 

family live in Fargo, North Dakota where there has been another brutally cold winter.  They were 

seeking warmer climate so I told them to come see us!  

I have never spent this amount of time with his kids before and it has been fun to get to know them 

better.  In talking with them I noticed that each one of them look a lot like my brother and my parents.  

It’s a amazing as Mike ages how much he also is beginning to look like our Uncle John.  

This morning I looked into the mirror without my glasses on and I could swear my other brother Steve 

was looking back at me.  I’m not sure this is a good thing!  Yes, we are family;  All my brothers and me.  

We were created to look like our ancestors from the past.  Even more, we are all created in the image of 

God.   

Many of the world’s largest religions affirm that human beings are created in the image of God.  I 

believe we are created to resemble God also in nature including our spiritual, rational and relational 

qualities.  Our ability to engage in relationships creating community, comes from God’s relationship with 

us!   

Yes, God has created us for relationship with God, with other people, and with all of creation.  Our faith 

is what allows us to be responsive to God’s love for all of us and all of creation.  This includes family.  I 

am so thankful for my family and the special times like this week that I can affirm the love I have for God 

and people.    I’m going to miss them when they leave tomorrow.  Covid has brought us down but 

through Christ we are able to stay up and be attuned to each other!    

I believe the need for community is going to be even more important as we all begin to gather in this 

post Covid time.  Fredrich Buechner once said, “You can survive on your own; you can grow strong on 

your own; you can prevail on your own; but you cannot become human on your own.”   As we return 

to in person worship we will soon build our family community.   

So, who do you look like today?  See a little bit of Jesus in there?   

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Tony   


