
Who said that? 

Did you ever go to say something, and after you say it, you look around to see 

who said it? Your brain formed the sentence, you took a breath, you felt the 

words leave your brain, go past your lips, but the ears heard your voice say 

something completely different? You look around to see who might have talked 

over you. But everyone is looking at you, not believing what you just said. How 

could you have said that? It is so not like you, but it was said. You can’t take it 

back; you must stand by your words. But were they your words? This has 

happened to me many times. I would tell myself I would never volunteer for 

something, and then when they ask for help, my brain says no, but yes comes out 

of my mouth. Would you be part of a Call Committee? Are you crazy came out as 

I’ll just help. Will you ever be on council? No way came out as maybe. After being 

elected to council, would you ever consider being president? No one wants that 

job! But here I am.  

Remember when Jesus was telling the disciples he was going to be put to death? 

What did Pete say? I won’t let that happen; we will all fight for you! That sounded 

like Peter, talk first, listen much later. How did Jesus respond? He told Peter 

before the night was through, he would deny him 3 times! Never! Peter said. But 

we know what happens. Peter is asked if he was with Jesus. I am sure in Peter’s 

mind he was going to stand by his friend. He was going to start a war right there. 

He would admit to knowing Jesus and threaten anyone who tried to hurt him. But 

that is not what came out of his mouth, instead he said he didn’t know the guy. 3 

times! Do you think Peter looked around to see who was talking? Peter would 

never say that, but those words came out of his mouth, three times, just like Jesus 

had said. Why would Peter deny Jesus? Was he afraid to die? Not likely, he had 

never backed down from a fight before. Had he given up on his teacher? 

Doubtful. We will never know, until we meet Jesus or Peter in heaven and ask. 

But last weekend we had some friends over and we were discussing the show 

‘The Chosen’. Tammy pointed out what a lovable person Peter is, and how hard it 

is going to be to watch the denial. A thought came to me. What if Peter didn’t 

have a choice but to deny Jesus? What if it wasn’t his words at all? Stick with me 

here. I am not claiming someone on the grassy knoll shouted it out. But 

remember who Peter was. He was the Rock that Jesus was to build his church on. 



He was to be the leader after Jesus was gone. If Peter dies that night, who is the 

leader? Would the church have grown the way it did in those early days if not for 

Peter’s leadership and guidance?  

If they were not Peter’s words, could God have put the words in his mouth? God 

knew Peter’s fate was not to die on a cross with Jesus. He had a plan thousands of 

years before Peter was born, he wasn’t about to let Peter mess it up.  

So next time someone else’s voice comes out of your mouth, maybe God was 

volunteering you, or saving you from yourself. Either way, listen to the voice! 

Comments or questions email me at: dgilson@spiritofhopelutheran.com 

Thanks for reading. 

Duane Gilson 
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