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“Have an adventure!” This is what my husband often tells our three sons. Adventures in 
equipping leaders abounded for the five participants 
from our LWML LA-MS District at the 2022  
Assembly of Leaders (AOL) in Saint Louis, Missouri, 
October 19 – 22, 2022. All the equipment and tools 
were joyfully provided to equip us, Rev. Boldt,  
Lauretta, Leslie, Liz, and Michelle, to be  
effective leaders in the LWML.  
 

The adventures continue…as the five of us invite you 
to join in on the sharing of our abundant take home  
resource materials and information to further equip 
each of you to honor God by serving others. We have a 
plan to implement the sharing which will begin at the 
2023 spring LA-MS District Board of Directors meeting to include building on our God 
given strengths, and the 2023 spring LA-MS District Christian Life Retreat featuring  
mission grants.  

 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen  

(Hebrews 13:20–21). 
 

Enjoy God’s peace and grace upon you, 
Michelle Zollinger, 
LWML LA-MS District President 
 
Read on for some reflections from Rev. Boldt, Liz, Lauretta, and Leslie: 
 

So where to begin? There were moments where I had flashbacks to the Summer of 2006 
when I learned Greek through the proverbial firehose. There was a significant amount of 
information to absorb & retain in three and a half days, but it was a tremendous experience, 
nonetheless. It gave me an opportunity to interact with our District Representatives, 
Michelle, Leslie, Liz, & Lauretta, and start to get to know personally, along with their  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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“And whatever 
you do, in word 
or deed, do 
everything in the 
name of our 
Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to 
God the Father 
through him.”  

Colossians 3:17 

 

T H E  M I S S I O N  V O I C E  

 

leadership strengths. It was my first experience to interact with other LWML Districts  
from around the country and see the love, joy, and commitment that they have as they seek 
to fulfill the mission of LWML. I was amazed to see and learn about the scope, breadth, & 
depth of the LWML’s Mission efforts through their mite offerings over their eighty-year 
history. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, I, along with the rest of the LA-MS AOL 
participants, are looking forward to bringing back the things that we learned and experi-
enced at this AOL Conference and putting them into action within our District to help each 
Zone, society, and member of LWML achieve our common Mission to “joyfully proclaim 
Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others” 

God’s blessings, 
Pastor Boldt, 
LWML LA-MS Junior Pastoral Counselor    

 

The LWML Assembly of Leaders (AOL) was overwhelming, exciting, and very  
educational. We are excited to share all that we experienced over the next months. After 
completing a strength assessment exercise, we learned more about individual strengths and 
how to use them to improve our teamwork. We each attended six breakout sessions, heard 
plenary speakers, and were led in Bible study of Hebrews by the two LWML Pastoral 
Counselors. The sessions and speakers all began with prayer. 
 
Colossians 3:17 tells us, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of our Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” This verse and the words 
from, “With the Lord Begin Your Task” (LSB hymn 869), encourage us to do just that.  

 
The first verse of this hymn begins — 

“With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. 
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it….” 

The hymn concludes — 

“Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task Be to You commended; 
May Your will be done, I ask, Until life is ended. 

Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever.” 

 

Before we begin anything, PRAY that Jesus would be with us to guide and direct us. 
Liz Slothower, 
LWML LA-MS District Secretary 
 

A seven layer salad is beautiful when you look through the glass bowl and see 
the pretty colors of the lettuce, tomatoes, cucumbers, red onions, peas,  
cauliflower (or hard boiled eggs), cheddar cheese, and bacon. Did you notice  
that was 8 layers? Each layer has its own unique flavor, color, and texture that 
adds so much to the salad. Unfortunately, the first people in the chow line, get 
some of the top layers of salad and the people at the end of the line only get  
lettuce. Why not mix it up? Why not get a taste of all the flavors? Isn’t that  
better for almost all of those eating salad? 

 
 
                                          CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Similarly, LWML members have different strengths or talents. If those strengths are kept to the  
individual’s immediate surroundings, only a small group will benefit. When LWML members come  
together, and the individual talents and strengths are shared, a better, stronger team is formed. What is your 
talent, skill, or strength? How can you spread the Gospel using your strengths? Now is the time to apply those 
skills and find new ways to “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” Psalm 100:2 

 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has  
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same  

function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 

faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of  

mercy, with cheerfulness (Romans 12:3-8).  
  

SMILE!  Lauretta Houston, 
LWML LA-MS District Financial Secretary 

BEEing Prepared with Best Practices on Social Media 

It is so exciting to share the work our Lord is doing through Lutheran Women in Mission. As you share the 
work of your local LWML society and zone, please bee aware of a few key steps when you post to social  
media platforms. Three key steps are to bee prepared, bee active, and bee monitoring.  
 

To bee prepared, you must understand the why, who, what, where, how, and when of the post. The why of a 
post is our LWML mission that we joyfully proclaim Christ and help others honor God. It is important that 
we know who we want to engage with our posts. Who are you trying to engage - young women, mature  
ladies, or culturally diverse people? Different post types (photos, stories, videos, text, Facebook live) appeal 
to different audiences and decide which type may better support the mission. Facebook live works great for 
Bible study.  Some platforms appeal more to different audiences. Does your group or zone have a policy and 
strategy for sharing information on social media?  If not, write it down especially for the person who will be 
serving in this role after you. Have a plan and schedules which will help bee consistent.  
 

Now that you are prepared, bee active. Follow the plan you made and post often to let your audience know 
that you are constantly working toward the mission. Bee consistent with your strategy. Update the strategy to 
keep pace with changes in your audience or to focus on a different audience. Sometimes, the strategy was 
better in your thoughts than in use. Make those adjustments. 
 

Bee monitoring your posts for shares and engagements. If it’s not what you were expecting, maybe you need 
to revisit your plan and strategy. Your followers want to interact with you. Read the comments and respond 
as appropriate in a timely fashion. Remember to consult your pastoral counselors for scripturally based  
comments. 
 

You’ll-Bee busy Bees as you Bee-come “Social Butterflies” in today’s social media 
world while carrying out the LWML Mission.  For more information on LWML Social 
Media guidelines,  
go to  https://www.lwml.org/online. 

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act (Psalm 37:5). 
Leslie Koenck, 
LWML LA-MS District Vice President of Communication 
 

https://www.lwml.org/online
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And let us not 
neglect our 
meeting 
together, as 
some people 
do, but 
encourage one 
another, 
especially now 
that the day of 
his return is 
drawing near.  
Hebrews 10:25 

T H E  M I S S I O N  V O I C E  

 
 

LWML NEW ORLEANS ZONE 

Here in the New Orleans Zone, we are so  
grateful for a short respite from the heat and 
humidity. Our area societies are busy with 
community outreach efforts as we are still  
recovering from the effects of Hurricane Ida. 
Recovery needs are still many. We are so  
grateful for God’s grace during our recovery 
efforts. We would like to share some of the 
community efforts locally. 

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church continues to  
restore the sanctuary and provide Community  
outreach. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church continues to 
urge and support the endeavors of our LWML 
Young Women. They provided fellowship  
between generations on a Mississippi River 
boat ride. 

 

The LWML meets every 2nd Sunday of the month. 
Here is a picture of this month’s meeting. During 
our monthly meetings we also honor women who 
celebrate their birthdays. The Youth Group offered 
community support by: 

• A school supply give-away including coats and 
mini sessions on violence prevention, mental 
health and social activities and food. 

• On Youth third Sundays they sell hot dogs and  
nachos.  

Betty Roberson,  
LWML LA-MS District Vice President of Special 
Focus Ministry 

 

About This Issue 

Thank you to all who contributed content to this edition!  If you have questions, corrections, 

or ideas for future content, please contact Editor, Lisa Miller, Trinity Lutheran Church, Baton 

Rouge, at missionvoiceeditor@gmail.com. 

mailto:lmiller@tlcbr.org


P A G E  5  

Prayers 
Requested! 

 

Many grant 
proposals were 
not elected due 
to a limit in 
funding. 
Although we 
could not give 
them funds, we 
support them 
through prayers. 
As every day 
brings new 
reports of war 
and terror in 
Eastern Europe, 
let’s remember 
to pray for the 
Faith and Hope 
Center in 
Novosibirsk, 
Siberia. 

T H E  M I S S I O N  V O I C E  

 
 
 

DISTRICT MISSION GRANTS :  Fall Update 

 

Mission Grant #2 : The Food and Clothing Co-Op Concordia Seminary, 
Fort Wayne  --  $5,000 

 
At Concordia Theological  
Seminary in Fort Wayne,  
Indiana, nearly 60% of the  
students are married, second  
career with families.  
 
When they decide to leave their 
jobs to come to the seminary, 
these students no longer have the 
same financial flow of funds as 
before, but they and their  
families do continue to have the 
same needs. 
 

The Food and Clothing Co-op is 
currently able to supply from 80-
85% of all food and household needs each month at no cost to the student.   
 

Seminarians and their families volunteer to work at the Food Co-op each month.  In  
exchange they are allowed one shopping day each week. 
 
This $5,000 grant will be used to purchase only perishable food items each month which 
are then given directly to the students and their families at no cost. 

 
Mission Grant #3 : Financial Grant-in-Aid for Seminary and Church 

Worker Students  --  $5,000 
 
The LCMS provides education for its church  

workers through the Concordia University System 
located across the country on 7 campuses and 
through two LCMS Seminaries. 

Current costs of such education are extremely high 
and alternative funding from other sources is  
becoming more limited, thereby preventing some 
from completing their preparation for these church 
callings. 
    The LCMS Southern District currently has four 
young men studying to be church workers. 

 

 



LWML Southern Zone 
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The Southern Zone had a wonderful Fall Rally at the end of September, using the theme of “Joy in the  
Journey” based on Romans 12:12-13, Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. As I am sure it is with each and every zone,  
rallies are a great time to revel in the chance to join with our fellow LWML sisters and share in a time of  
spiritual growth (for this we personally give thanks to Pastor Drosendahl), comradery, the opportunity to 
make new acquaintances and enjoy the company of long-time friends and, of course, business…a necessary 
good. Our most important business at this rally was to elect a new Zone President and Secretary. Happily, I 
was given the privilege of becoming the new Zone President and look forward to following in outgoing 
Southern Zone President Kathy Capace’s footsteps. Joining me on the board is Sarah Arthur, the new  
Southern Zone Secretary. 

Kathy Capace stated, “due to illness, I was unable to be at our 
Southern Zone Fall Rally; it was the last rally of my wonderful 
time serving as Southern Zone President. I am so proud of our 
Zone and the ladies made the Rally a wonderful success. Thank 
you, Ladies! Our Service Project was a necklace and cross. 
Each lady was to make two; one to keep and one to give to 
someone she already knows or will meet. The thought is to give 
it to someone struggling, showing her Jesus’ love and giving 
her the hope found in Jesus.” 

It has been a joy to watch Kathy as she has proven herself to be 
a wonderful Sister in Christ and leader; she met the challenge 

before her and has grown immensely. Although I am a past Southern Zone President (2009-2012), a lot has 
changed during that quickly passing decade. I pray, and ask for your prayers, as I attempt to face this oppor-
tunity for growth, both spiritually and personally.  

Although the season of fall is upon us and is a great delight, there are days when we still feel like we are in 
summer. Great are the days when fall makes us feel cool and the air is crisp. What a delightful change each of 
the seasons brings and how we look forward from one to the next. From fall to winter, and the joy of  
Christmas. Even now our thoughts are beginning to stir and some of us are already looking forward to spring. 
Especially all that spring will bring us; like Easter and then the 2023 LA-MS District Spring Retreat. We are 
looking forward to the retreat and hope to see you all there as we meet each other again or for the first time. 
We join the District Board in inviting you to attend the retreat, April 28-30, on the beautiful grounds of the 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, Louisiana. So, we encourage you to register and gladly say, “Let’s Grab Our 
Shoes and Go!” 

Laura Lips, LWML LA-MS District Southern Zone President 
 

2023 LWML National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Theme: Celebrate the Lord of the Nations   Date: June 22–25, 2023  
Scripture Verse: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the peo-
ple whom he has chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks down from 
heaven; he sees all the children of man (Psalm 33:12–13). 
Goal Statement: As His children, we celebrate the Lord of the nations. 
Objectives: Convention attendees, understanding that we are all His  
children, will:  

• Celebrate our Lord through Word and Sacrament.  

• Honor God by serving our neighbors. 

• Proclaim His message to the nations. 
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FROM THE VP OF ORGANIZATIONAL RESOURCES   

I am honored to be the new Vice President of Organizational Resources and my plan is to 
incorporate the theory of getting 2 gifts and giving one to someone to share Jesus’ love with 
our YWR - Young Women’s Representative. I will try to link our zones letting each zone 
know what the other Zones are experiencing; the good things that work and the not so good 
that didn’t go over well. I will also be available to help with each zone’s bylaws. The  
Organizational Resources’ task is to aid women with special abilities and talents to fill  
positions that will enhance her life and our LWML family. 

Here are some readily available LCMS doctrinally reviewed resources, tools, and aids: 

LWML WEBSITES AND INFORMATION  
LWML - Lutheran Woman in Mission https://www.lwml.org/home 

LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District https://lwml-lams.org/  

LWML Young Women in Mission [ages 18-35] http://www.lwml.org/young-women  

LWML YOUth in Mission http://www.lwml.org/youth  

LWML The Mission Voice https://www.lwml-lams.org/mission-voice 

LWML PODCAST PODCASTS ARE SHORT AND GOD DRIVEN – PLEASE 
TAKE TIME TO LISTEN TO THEM.  
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/lwml-on-the-go/id1465332788 

TOOL KITS  TOOL KITS ARE GREAT IDEA SOURCES –  
LWML Tool Kits: https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/free-resources/lwml-toolkit-kits 

 Gifts from the Heart Tool Kits: Baptism Kit, Cancer Care Kit, College Kits, Construc-
tion Worker Treats Kit, First Responder Kit, Homeless Kits, Military Kit, New Mom and 
New Baby Kits, Orphan Grain Train and Lutheran World Relief Kits, Prison Inmate Kit, 
Shut-In and Nursing Home Kit, Sick or Hospitalized Child Kits, Teacher Kit 

 Pastor Kits:– PLEASE CHECK THEM OUT –WE USUALLY HAVE PASTOR  
APPRICIATION IN OCTOBER. PLEASE TAKE TIME TO THANK OUR PAS-
TORS WITH A NOTE, CARD OR THOUGHTFUL GIFT IN APPRECIATION OF 
THEIR SERVICES. https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/pastor-support-and-
involvement-ideas 

• Remember to sign into Amazon at https://smile.amazon.com/ select an  
organization to donate .05% of your purchases. Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League - Location: Saint Louis, MO is one of the choices. 
 

Kathy Capace,   
LWML LA-MS VP of Organization Resources 

The Lutheran 
Women’s  
Missionary 
League Vision 
Statement: The 
LWML is the 
leading group 
for LCMS  
women where 
each woman is 
welcomed and 
encouraged to 
use her unique 
God-given gifts 
as she supports 
global missions 
and serves the 
Lord with  
gladness.   

https://www.lwml.org/home
https://lwml-lams.org/
http://www.lwml.org/young-women
http://www.lwml.org/youth
https://www.lwml-lams.org/mission-voice
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/lwml-on-the-go/id1465332788
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/college-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/free-resources/lwml-toolkit-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/baptism-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/cancer-care-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/college-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/construction-worker-treats-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/construction-worker-treats-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/first-responder-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/homeless-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/military-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/new-mom-and-new-baby-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/new-mom-and-new-baby-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/orphan-grain-train-and-lutheran-world-relief-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/prison-inmate-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/shut-in-and-nursing-home-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/sick-or-hospitalized-child-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/teacher-kit
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/college-kits
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/pastor-support-and-involvement-ideas
https://lwml.360unite.com/posts/kit-ideas/pastor-support-and-involvement-ideas


P A G E  8  

T H E  M I S S I O N  V O I C E  

 
In thanksgiving for 80 years of the Lutheran Women’s  
Missionary League, each member, group, zone, or district is 
encouraged to reflect God’s love by blessing others with 80  
of something, remembering events from the last 80 years, or 
sharing legacy concepts for carrying forth the LWML mission. 
Here are some ideas to get you started. LWML-Whats-your-80
-flyer-2page-color-2022-01-04.pdf (unite-
production.s3.amazonaws.com) 

 LWML is planning a montage of your activities at the 2023 LWML Convention in Milwaukee. Be sure to 
take a picture or two of your group’s 80. Submit one or two photos and brief description of "your 80" to 
depcom@lwml.org. These will be used to build the montage. 

 

FROM AROUND THE LWML LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT 

  
“WHAT’S YOUR 80?” with Holy Trinity Lutheran/New Life Lutheran in Covington/Folsom, LA 

LWML is celebrating 80 years of God’s Grace from 1942-2022. In thanksgiving for these 80 years, Holy 
Trinity/New Life women have chosen to sponsor local organizations monthly from July through  
December 2022, and collect items for them.  

• In July we collected well over 80 school supplies for 3 schools.  

• In August our recipient was Giving Hope Retreat, located in Lacombe, which is a faith-based  
organization for men that provides rescue from homelessness to recovery and reengagement into the  
community. We collected men’s underwear and toiletry items. 

• September-Discovery Renew, serving the needs of foster care or placed with court appointed relatives 
where we will collect diapers and pull ups, baby wipes, children’s underwear and socks. 

• October-Safe Harbor, serving survivors and their children who are victims of domestic abuse,  
collecting women’s toiletry items. 

• November- we are planning to highlight our military veterans, specifics to be determined. 

• December-create cards plus a small ornament for shut-ins and nursing home residents. 

God has richly blessed us and we are able to share God’s love and grace with these recipients.   
Our congregations have been very supportive of our projects. 

“WHAT’S YOUR 80?” with St. Paul Lutheran in Hammond, LA 

The women at St. Paul along with congregation members are doing numerous activities for their mission 
projects.  They collected money to purchase Christian books for children in Ukraine through the Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation.  They have pledged and extra $80 to the district mites, $80 to Forged by Fire and 
Kids Helping Kids, missions of The Village Lutheran Church, $80 x 2 for the Stinnett family in Ethiopia, 
and a holiday event using old greeting/Christmas cards and repurposing them to create messages along 
with Mustard Seed Devotions for shut-ins.  
These are some ideas for your societies to brainstorm how you can involve your sisters in Christ along 
with congregation members to focus on the mission of LWML; As Lutheran Women in Mission, we  
joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. 
 
“What’s Your 80?”  Looking forward to seeing your ideas.   

 
Rhonda Jackson, Southern Zone VP 

https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/335817/LWML-Whats-your-80-flyer-2page-color-2022-01-04.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/335817/LWML-Whats-your-80-flyer-2page-color-2022-01-04.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/335817/LWML-Whats-your-80-flyer-2page-color-2022-01-04.pdf
mailto:depcom@lwml.org


 
P A G E  9  T H E  M I S S I O N  V O I C E  

 

NORTHERN ZONE 

Christ Lutheran, Shreveport, LA 

For our 80, the Daughters of Christ committed 
to collecting and donating socks. 

 
Socks are the most requested item at homeless shel-
ters, so we decided that we would help fill that need 
by collecting donations throughout Summer 2022. 

 
 

 

 

Goal: 80 Men’s Socks, 80 Women’s Socks, 80 Children’s Socks 

In August, we delivered the collected socks to the Shreveport-
Bossier Rescue Mission to be used to help the homeless in our  
community. 
 

 

At the June Trinity Monroe LWML Society 

meeting, the women made 80 greeting cards 

with a personal message of gratitude, pray-

ers, and blessings to be giving to Military 

chaplains to distribute to members of our 

USA Armed Services personnel.  

Michelle Zollinger, LWML LA-MS District 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 
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RETREAT: 

Verb – to withdraw to a quiet or secluded place 

Noun – a quiet or secluded place in which one can rest and  

relax;  a period of seclusion for the purposes of prayer and  

meditation 

In this world of take charge attitudes and pressing toward the fu-

ture, we often think of the word “RETREAT” as a sign of failure.  

It makes us think of giving up or hiding away to lick our wounds.  In the military, it can sometimes even signal 

cowardice.  As Christians, however, we need to reevaluate the term “RETREAT” as a source of strength. 

Take a look at the definitions at the top of this article.   

“RETREAT” is really about three key components: quiet, rest, and prayer. 

At this time of year, especially, it is easy to become overwhelmed.  We all have church activities, school activ-

ities for the kids, holiday plans, family coming to visit, Christmas gifts to buy, decorations to put up, and the 

list just goes on.  It is at times like these that we can really appreciate those key components of a “RETREAT”.  

Lucky for us we have one available in a few months on April 28-30, 2023. 

The 2023 Spring Christian Life Retreat is all about focusing on our spiritual journeys.  It is a chance to join 

with our LWML sisters to focus on the Word, share encouragement, and meditate on our relationship with 

God.  Taking place at the beautiful Wesley Center in Woodworth, LA there will be plenty of opportunities for 

quiet, rest & prayer, but also a good helping of fun and fellowship.  We will have Bible Studies and nature 

walks, quiet contemplations and exciting activities.  In short, the Christian Life Retreat promises to be a won-

derful opportunity to get away and strengthen your walk with the Lord. 

So when you hear the word “RETREAT”, I remind you not to think of collapse, but of growth. “RETREAT” 

isn’t about giving up; it is about recharging.  A “RETREAT” isn’t about failure; it is about reevaluating and 

renewing our purpose.  A “RETREAT” isn’t about cowardice; it is about rebuilding our foundation so that we 

can stand firm.  As Christians, we know death is not an ending but a path to rebirth in Paradise; likewise, for us 

to withdraw from the world in “RETREAT” is not giving ground, but an opportunity to nourish and build up 

our roots so that like Luther we can face the world and say, “Here I stand; I can do no other.” 

As such, while some might attack with shouts of “Charge”, I would joyfully stand on the rooftops to yell 

“RETREAT!! RETREAT!!”  “RETREAT” to God’s refuge, our mighty fortress, where we can be still 

and know that he is God. (Ps 46 paraphrased) 

Therefore, I challenge you to build excitement and make plans to attend the 2023 Retreat; start talking about 

the retreat and put together a group to travel together.  There is even a skit available on the district website to 

help raise interest.  Get your registration in early.  (The first 30 registrants will receive a bonus surprise.)  

Forms are available on the district website and in this newsletter.  You might even ask your loved ones to 

make this your Christmas gift.  It has been nearly 6 years since we had an in-person Retreat; let’s make this 

one to remember! 

I have so much more about the 2023 Retreat that I am excited to share with you, so look for more details to be 

available over the coming months. Use the flyer on the next page to advertise the retreat at your church! 

Melissa Meeks, VP of Christian Life, LWML LA-MS District 
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