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TODAY’S COFFEE HOUR 
will immediately follow the service. 

Please join us for some coffee and light snacks in the Narthex. 
 
 

This service will be broadcast live on YouTube  
and recorded for later viewing. 

www.youtube.com/c/ComoParkLutheranChurch 

We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in 
faith and those who are seeking, those who are hurting and 
those who give comfort; all who are drawn to worship, 
community, and faith. 
We acknowledge and celebrate the rich diversity within and 

around us. As a community rooted in the body of  Christ, we commit ourselves to 
creating a space where people of  all races, ages, ethnicities, abilities, sexual 
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions are not only included but 
deeply valued and seen as essential to our shared journey. 

Together, we value human diversity as a divine gift and blessing—a reflection 
of  God’s boundless creativity and love. Because of  this, we commit ourselves in 
ministry to fully embracing all people and advancing racial equity in our ministry. 

We recognize that we hold a variety of  beliefs, perspectives, and lived 
experiences; and yet we gather in Christ to worship God together. If  you have 
questions, feedback, or needs for assistance, please ask. We seek to grow together in 
ministry, community and faith, and we are glad that you are here with us today. 

 
~ The People of  Como Park Lutheran Church 



Regular - Liturgist 
Bold - Congregation 

 - Stand as able 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   

 Chorale Prelude on  “Out of  the Depths”  Bohm  

  

WELCOME, GREETING, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADULT FORUM & UPCOMING EVENTS 
(For full list of events, see page 20-21.) 

TODAY Tom Ferry: Hymnody of  CPLC Over the Years  

03/25/2026 Holden Evening Prayer: Becoming a Prophetic People 

03/29/2026 Palm Sunday: Understanding the Sacraments  

04/05/2026 Easter Sunday  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 

~ Silence is kept for reflection. ~ 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN 

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart  ELW 800 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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KYRIE ELW pg. 138-139 
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GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 139-140 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Let us pray… 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death. Breathe upon us the power of  your Spirit, that we may 
be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our 
days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14  

¹ The hand of  the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of  the Lord and set me down in the middle of  a valley; it was full of  
bones. ² He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. ³ He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones 
live?"  
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I answered, "O Lord God, you know." ⁴ Then he said to me, "Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of  the Lord. 
⁵Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. ⁶ I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord."  
 
⁷ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. ⁸I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
⁹Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say 
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." ¹⁰I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  
 
¹¹Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of  Israel. 
They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off  
completely.' ¹²Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of  Israel. ¹³And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people. ¹⁴I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that 
I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord."  
 
The word of  the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 130   

 

1 Out | of the depths 
        I cry to | you, O LORD; 
2 O LORD, | hear my voice! 
     Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3 If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
     O LORD, | who could stand? 
4 Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
     in order that you | may be feared.  
5 I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
     in your word | is my hope. 
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the  
  morning, 
     more than those who keep watch | for the morning.  
7 O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
     with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8 For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
     from | all their sins.  

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

⁶ To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. ⁷ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it cannot, ⁸ and those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. ⁹ But you are not in the flesh; 

you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ¹⁰ But if Christ 

is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 

of righteousness. ¹¹ If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your  
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GOSPEL VERSE  ELW pg. 142 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   I am the resurrection | and the life; 
          whoever believes in me | will never die.      (John 11:25, 26) 

  GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

      The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Eleventh Chapter. 
   Glory to you, O Lord. 

(See yellow insert.) 

       The Gospel of  the Lord. 
   Praise to you, O Christ. 

mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Como Park Lutheran Church
Stamp



Lazarus Readers Theatre: CEV  

Narrator: A certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. (This was the Mary who anointed the Lord with 
fragrant oil and wiped his feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus was ill.) So the 
sisters sent word to Jesus, saying,  

Pulpit Side: “Lord, the one whom you love is ill.” 

Narrator: When he heard this, Jesus said,  

Jesus: “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory of God so that God’s Son can be 
glorified through it.” 

Narrator: Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. When he heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was. After two days, he said to his disciples,  

Jesus: “Let’s return to Judea again.” 

Narrator: The disciples replied,  

Piano Side: “Rabbi, the Jewish opposition wants to stone you, but you 
want to go back?” 

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Aren’t there twelve hours in the day? Whoever walks in the day doesn’t 
stumble because they see the light of the world. But whoever walks in the night 
does stumble because the light isn’t in them.” 

Narrator: He continued,  

Jesus: “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, but I am going in order to wake him up.” 



Narrator: The disciples said,  

Piano Side: “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he will get well.” 

Narrator: They thought Jesus meant that Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus 
had spoken about Lazarus’ death.Jesus told them plainly, 

Jesus: “Lazarus has died. For your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there so that you can 
believe. Let’s go to him. 

Narrator: Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said to the other disciples,  

Piano Side: “Let us go too so that we may die with Jesus.” 

Narrator: When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. Bethany was a little less than two miles from Jerusalem. 
Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary after their brother’s death. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary 
remained in the house. Martha said to Jesus,  

Pulpit Side: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 
Even now I know that whatever you ask God, God will give you.” 

Narrator: Jesus told her,  

Jesus: “Your brother will rise again.” 

Narrator: Martha replied,  

Pulpit Side: “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” 

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live,  



even though they die. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 

Narrator: She replied,  

Pulpit Side: “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the 
one who is coming into the world.” 

Narrator: After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary,  

Pulpit Side: “The teacher is here and he’s calling for you.”  

Narrator: When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Jesus. He hadn’t 
entered the village but was still in the place where Martha had met him. When 
the Jews who were comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and 
leave, they followed her. They assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb. 
When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said,  

Piano Side: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 

Narrator: When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying 
also, he was deeply disturbed and troubled. He asked, 

Jesus: “Where have you laid him?” 

Narrator: They replied,  

Pulpit Side: “Lord, come and see.” 

Narrator: Jesus began to cry. The Jews said,  

Pulpit Side: “See how much he loved him!”  

Narrator: But some of them said, 



Piano Side: “He healed the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he  
have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

Narrator: Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone covered the entrance. Jesus said,  

Jesus: “Remove the stone.” 

Narrator: Martha, the sister of the dead man, said,  

Pulpit Side: “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead four days.” 

Narrator: Jesus replied,  

Jesus: “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?”  

Narrator: So they removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said,  

Jesus: “Father, thank you for hearing me. I know you always hear me. I say this 
for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will believe that you sent 
me.” 

Narrator: Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice,  

Jesus: “Lazarus, come out!” 

Narrator: The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his 
face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

Jesus: “Untie him and let him go.” 

Narrator: Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus 
did believed in him. 

Como Park Lutheran Church
Stamp
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SERMON Pastor Martin Ericson 

  SERMON HYMN  

     O God, Who Gives Us Life 
 

ACS 1086 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE David Osterhouse  

(Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595) 
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PRAYERS 

… Lord, in your mercy, 
… hear our prayer. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

(In sharing God’s Peace we share with each other our hope for God’s blessing by shaking hands, or 
turning to one another and nodding, or bumping fists and saying “God’s peace be with you.”) 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of  the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of  the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of  saints,  
the forgiveness of  sins,  
the resurrection of  the body,  
and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray… 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of  heaven and earth. Day by day 
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

THE MEAL 
 

OFFERING   

What Wondrous Love Is This Dobrinski  

Joyful Ringers 

 

Electronic offerings can be made using smart phones and tablet devices by 
going to www.ComoParkLutheran.org and clicking on the “donate” button. 
You may also use the giving kiosk in the narthex located by the staircase. 

 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
… Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13; Revelation 11:15) 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial  
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s table. If you come forward and extend your hand, you 
will be served the bread. A gluten free option is available. If you do not extend your hand, 
you will be given a blessing. Both red wine and white grape juice are at the second station, 
and there is a basket for empty cups as you return to your seat. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  

What Feast of Love  ELW 487 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 146 (John 1:29) 
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THE SENDING 

 

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:24-26) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 

 You Are the Way  ELW 758 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE  

 Praeludium in d minor  Bohm  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us, bringing 
heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from 
here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek 
the healing of  the nations, and bring to earth the presence of  your Son, Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license #A-703921. All rights reserved. 

  

What Wondrous Love Is This by Cynthia Dobrinski ©1996 AGAPE (a division of Hope 

Publishing) 

You Are the Way Text: George W. Doane, public domain 

DUNDEE Music: Psalter, Edinburgh, public domain 

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart Text: George Croly, public domain 

MORECAMBE Music: Frederick C. Atkinson, public domain 

O God, Who Gives Us Life Text: Carl P. Daw © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. 

NOEL Music: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, public domain 

What Feast of Love Text: Delores Dufnes, OSB © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin, OCP 

GREENSLEEVES Music: English ballad, public domain 

Aus tiefernot schrei ich zu dir by Georg Bohm 

Praeludium in d minor by Georg Bohm 
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Please pray for...  

Pam B. 
Dorothy E. 
Kathy H. 
Ann L. 
Heather Q. 
Ruth R. 

Tyler F. (brother-in-law of Ginger F.) 
J.J. K. (great grandson of Bill H.) 
Joe (friend of Sandra H.) 
Cheryl & Jim (quilter & husband) 
Nichole (friend of Como Connects) 
Mary C  
 
 
… and all in need of prayers 

We welcome names of members, family, and friends on our prayer list. 

 

   
 

Serving in the Military 

Dane Beecham, Jonathan Lund, Kristian Nelson 
… and all others who serve 

 

   
 

We pray regularly for all members and friends of  our congregation. 
This week in worship, we pray for: 

Rosemary Johnson 
Caleb Johnson & Anneke von Seeger 

John & Pamela Jungbauer, John Jr., Sarah 
Geri Jwanouskos 

Alexander & Michelle Kahler, Nicholas 
Scott & Lynn Ketelsen 

Claire Ketelsen 
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP 
 

Pastor: Martin Ericson 

Director of  Music Ministries: Tom Ferry 

 
 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS  

USHER TEAM 

Family Team Fischer: Sadie, Joe, and Pace 

Time 9:30 AM 

Acolyte Esben Lund 

Communion Prep Fay Cushman 

Assisting Minister Shirley Dingman 

Communion Asst 1 Meg Duncan  

Communion Asst 2 Mary Sommerfeld 

Greeter Mary Sommerfeld 

Coffee Servers David & Nahoko Person 

Children's Message David Osterhouse 

Reader Polly Heaton 

Liturgist Emily Purdham 

Ushers Family Team Fischer 

Welcome Desk Rosemary Johnson 

Bus Helper Shirley Dingman 

Bus Driver Lowell Lundy 

Video Tech Ken Purdham  
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Announcements 

Join us as we celebrate 100 years of history, 
community, and tradition at our Centennial Banquet.  
 

The event will be held Saturday, April 25, 2026, in the 
Rose Room at the Roseville Oval Skating Complex. 
Doors open at 5:30PM, with dinner served at 6:00PM. 

Tickets are $25 per guest and must be reserved by April 6, 2026. Tickets can be 
purchased after services, through the church office, or online via the Donate tab 
(select “Miscellaneous Fees or Payments” and note “Centennial Banquet” in the 
memo). There is no limit on group size.  
 

Dinner includes baked ham and roasted turkey (both gluten-free), traditional 
stuffing, rosemary red potatoes, green beans, house salad, dinner rolls, and 
dessert.  

Easter Flowers 
As we prepare to celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 
5th, we invite you to help decorate our sanctuary with 
Easter flowers. Your donation, given in honor or 
memory of loved ones, is a simple but meaningful 
way to share in the joy of the resurrection. 
 

If you’d like to give, use the Donate tab on our 
website and choose “Miscellaneous gifts” noting 
“Easter Flowers” or “Memorial.” 
 

We’re grateful for your generosity and for all the ways 
you support CPLC.  
 

https://6ya6bgfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gXXKJzabVMyehAs9DqZ_FxmjUT-v0WZVvm1hmlLJWzejGJlxrKsVwgDsKn2iG88s6MDSXx1qZlnL7B44lHGYdHF3eIRrVwlk4Ni7a1OqNuQYdUEPfHHHOBj4JBOqxyEKPJ5RTezDy_g7fYl7PpZLhF4-lt7zdl2ymUpqDBgiumKu5LsX5O4LIvyU21haxr5G&c=uCoGs6MRpysgyGrbZclGacK
https://6ya6bgfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gXXKJzabVMyehAs9DqZ_FxmjUT-v0WZVvm1hmlLJWzejGJlxrKsVwgDsKn2iG88s6MDSXx1qZlnL7B44lHGYdHF3eIRrVwlk4Ni7a1OqNuQYdUEPfHHHOBj4JBOqxyEKPJ5RTezDy_g7fYl7PpZLhF4-lt7zdl2ymUpqDBgiumKu5LsX5O4LIvyU21haxr5G&c=uCoGs6MRpysgyGrbZclGacK
https://6ya6bgfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gXXKJzabVMyehAs9DqZ_FxmjUT-v0WZVvm1hmlLJWzejGJlxrKsVwgDsKn2iG88s6MDSXx1qZlnL7B44lHGYdHF3eIRrVwlk4Ni7a1OqNuQYdUEPfHHHOBj4JBOqxyEKPJ5RTezDy_g7fYl7PpZLhF4-lt7zdl2ymUpqDBgiumKu5LsX5O4LIvyU21haxr5G&c=uCoGs6MRpysgyGrbZclGacK
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Please visit the Welcome Desk in the narthex  

if  you have any questions about our facility or upcoming events.  

  

Adult Forums, Membership Classes, 

Visitations, & General Ministries 

Pastor Martin Ericson - 651-646-7127 Ext. 2202 

ericson@comoparklutheran.org 

Hunger Ministries, Kitchen & Events 
Coordinator 
Sue Brogger - 651-646-7127  Ext 2203 
     sue@comoparklutheran.org 

Youth Director 

David Osterhouse - 651-646-7127 Ext. 2204 

osterhouse@comoparklutheran.org 

Finance Comptroller & Trust Fund 
Donations  
David Laden - 651-646-7127  Ext 2211 
     laden@comoparklutheran.org 

Director of Music Ministries 

Tom Ferry - 651-646-7127 Ext. 2209 

ferry@comoparklutheran.org 

Como Connects   
Lisa Kane - 651-642-1127 

     director@comobnp.org 
Heidi Schultz - 651-642-1127 
     office@comobnp.org Sunday School Superintendent 

Kelly Whitstone - 651-646-7127 

     sundayschool@comoparklutheran.org 

Nursery 
Jessica Vargas—651-646-7127 Ext. 2219 

Living At Home, Inc. 
Kristin Rigg—651-649-0315 

     kristin@lahnetwork.org 

Senior Ministry & Volunteers Engagement 
Coordinator 
Jonathan Nye - 612-839-2527 (c) 
     jonathan@comoparklutheran.org 

Senior Services Consortium of Ramsey 
County (Meals on Wheels Ramsey County) 
Denise Wickiser—651-343-6875 (c) 
    denise@mealsonwheels-rc.org 

Sunday Custodian 
Ted Chresand—651-646-7127 

Social Ministries 
Sue Brogger - 651-646-7127  Ext 2203 

     sue@comoparklutheran.org 
Ruth Pechauer - 651-641-1654 (c) 
     ruthpechauer@gmail.com 

Custodian & Groundskeeper  
Marcus Pierce - 651-646-7127 

    custodian@comoparklutheran.org 

Prayer Chain    
Mary Ann Schmidt - 720-357-3558 (c) 

     schmidt.m795@gmail.com 
     prayerrequest@comoparklutheran.org 

CHURCH OFFICE: 
Angela Lennes—651-646-7127  Ext 2200 

     office@comoparklutheran.org 


