
  

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2026 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

Como Park Lutheran Church, ELCA, RIC 
Reaching out in Christ to a changing world. 

1376 Hoyt Ave W | Saint Paul, MN 55108 
(651) 646-7127 

www.ComoParkLutheran.org 
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We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith 
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting and those 
who give comfort; all who are drawn to worship, community, 
and faith. 

We acknowledge and celebrate the rich diversity within and around us. As a 
community rooted in the body of  Christ, we commit ourselves to creating a space 
where people of  all races, ages, ethnicities, abilities, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions are not only included but deeply valued and seen as 
essential to our shared journey. 

Together, we value human diversity as a divine gift and blessing—a reflection 
of  God’s boundless creativity and love. Because of  this, we commit ourselves in 
ministry to fully embracing all people and advancing racial equity in our ministry. 

We recognize that we hold a variety of  beliefs, perspectives, and lived 
experiences; and yet we gather in Christ to worship God together. If  you have 
questions, feedback, or needs for assistance, please ask. We seek to grow together in 
ministry, community and faith, and we are glad that you are here with us today. 

 
~ The People of  Como Park Lutheran Church 
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Regular - Liturgist 
Bold - Congregation 
X - Stand as able 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Coffee hour will take place immediately after the service.  
Join us in the Narthex for coffee and light snacks. 

 

Upcoming events and announcements can be found at the back of the bulletin. 
 

This service is broadcast live on YouTube and recorded for later viewing: 
www.youtube.com/c/ComoParkLutheranChurch 

WELCOME, GREETING, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

Word of  God, Come Down to Earth  setting by Robert J. Powell  
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XOPENING HYMN 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  ELW 533  

 

  

XCONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
 

~ Silence is kept for reflection. ~ 
 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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XTHE APOSTOLIC GREETING (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

XKYRIE ELW 157 

Assistant: All: 

Assistant:  

All:  
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XNOW THE FEAST ELW 167 
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XPRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray... 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of  your 
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to 
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it.  
 
 12 For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of  the field shall 
clap their hands.  
 13 Instead of  the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of  the brier shall 
come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  

The word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 65: 9-13 

 
 
 

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 
plenteous; the river of  God is | full of  water. 
         You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
10 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
       with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its 
            increase. 
11 You crown the year | with your goodness, 
       and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
12 May the fields of  the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
       and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak 
them- | selves with grain; 
      let them shout for | joy and sing.  

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

¹ There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. ² For the law of  the Spirit of  life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of  sin and of  death. ³ For God has done what the law, weakened by 
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of  sinful 
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, ⁴ so that the just 
requirement of  the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. ⁵ For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of  the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of  the Spirit. ⁶ To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  
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XGOSPEL VERSE  

⁷ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God's law—indeed it cannot, ⁸ and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God.  

⁹ But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of  God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of  Christ does not 
belong to him. ¹⁰ But if  Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of  
sin, the Spirit is life because of  righteousness. ¹¹ If  the Spirit of  him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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XGOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mathew the Thirteenth Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

¹ That same day Jesus went out of  the house and sat beside the sea. ² Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. ³ And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. ⁴ And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. ⁵ Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of  soil. ⁶ But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. ⁷ Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. ⁸ Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. ⁹ Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
¹⁸ “Hear then the parable of  the sower. ¹⁹ When anyone hears the word of  

the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. ²⁰ As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; ²¹ yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of  the 
word, that person immediately falls away. ²² As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of  the world and 
the lure of  wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. ²³ But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.”  

The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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XAPOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

SERMON Pastor Elizabeth Damico Carper 

XHYMN OF THE DAY  

Light Dawns on a Weary World  ELW 726 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Meg Duncan 

(Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595) 
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XTHE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

(In sharing God’s Peace we share with each other our hope for God’s blessing by shaking hands, or 
turning to one another and nodding, or bumping fists and saying “God’s peace be with you.”) 

XPRAYERS 

… Lord, in your mercy, 
… hear our prayer. 

THE MEAL 
 

OFFERING 

  Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals  Sigrid Karg-Elert  

Eloise Numainville, Aaron Purdham, Elsa Ballata,  
William Ballata, Emily Purdham, Bianca Brogger  

Electronic offerings can be made using smart phones and tablet devices by 
going to www.ComoParkLutheran.org and clicking on the “donate” button. 
You may also use the giving kiosk in the narthex located by the staircase. 
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XTHE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13; Revelation 11:15) 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial  
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. 

Amen. 

XOFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray… 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of  heaven and earth. Day by day 
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

XWORDS OF INSTITUTION (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
… Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe Christ is truly present in the sacrament are invited to receive communion. At the 
server, hold out the flat of your palm to receive the wafer. If you desire gluten-free wafers, simply 
say to the first server “gluten-free.” Then, step to the second server and take the wine in the small 
cup. The cups hold red wine and grape juice. If you are allergic to grapes, you are free to receive 
only the bread, knowing that Christ is fully present within each element. Children who do not yet 
commune will receive a blessing from pastor or first server. 

LAMB OF GOD   

 
 

XPOST COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
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THE SENDING 
 

XBENEDICTION (Numbers 6:24-26) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

XCLOSING HYMN 

 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast  ELW 516  

Praeludium, Fuga und Ciacona BuxWV137  Buxtehude  

POSTLUDE  

XDISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

XPOST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us, bringing 
heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from 
here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek 
the healing of  the nations, and bring to earth the presence of  your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Please pray for...  
  

WeΎwelcomeΎnamesΎofΎmembers,Ύfamily,ΎandΎfriendsΎonΎourΎprayerΎlist. 

 
X X X 

 

Serving in the Military 

Dane Beecham, Jonathan Lund, Kristian Nelson 
… and all others who serve 

 
X X X 

 

We pray regularly for all members and friends of  our congregation. 
This week in worship, we pray for: 

Joy & Haley Walsh  
Kaylynn Ann Weltzien 

Sue Woodhall 
Charles Worthington 
Dick & Zarida Young 

Judy Zalk 
Michael Zalk, Ida, David, Daniel 

Anders N. 
Kathy H. 
Ann L. 
Ruth R. 
Gina K. 
Gary (friend of  Deb S.) 
Heidi G.  

Tyler F. (brother-in-law of  Ginger F.) 
J.J. K. (great grandson of  Bill H.) 
Joe (friend of  Sandra H.) 
Cheryl & Jim (quilter & husband) 
Nichole (friend of  Como Connects) 
Mary C.  
… and all in need of  prayers 
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP 
 

Pastor: Elizabeth Damico Carper 

Director of  Music Ministry: Tom Ferry 

 

 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS  

USHER TEAM 
Team 1: Darrell Anderson, Fred Halberg, Sam Schultz 

Date July 12, 2026 
Time 9:30 AM 

Acolyte Harper O'Brien  
Communion Prep Pam Ballis 
AssisƟng Minister Craig Canada 
Communion Asst 1 David Harris 
Communion Asst 2 Shirley Dingman 

Greeter Jean Milton 
Coffee Servers David & Nahoko Person 

Children's Message Meg Duncan 
Reader David Harris 
Liturgist Rebecca Numainville 
Ushers Team 1 

Welcome Desk Mary Ann Schmidt 
Bus Helper Shirley Dingman 
Bus Driver Lowell Lundy 
Video Tech Ken Purdham 
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Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-703921. All rights reserved. 

  
  
Feast and Celebration liturgy by Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications  
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Text: Benjamin Schmolck; tr. Catherine Winkworth, public domain UNSER 
HERRSCHER Music: Joachim Neander, public domain  
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil Text and Music: Handt Hanson © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, 
Changing Church, Inc.  
Light Dawns on a Weary World Text: Mary Louise Bringle © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: William P. 
Rowan © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.  
AFTON WATER Music: Jonathan E. Spilman; arr. Hymnal version © 2003 Augsburg Fortress 
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast Text: John Cawood, public domain 
ST. FLAVIAN Music: J. Day, public domain 
Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals by Sigrid Karg-Elert arranged by Michael Burkhardt © 2023 
Birnamwoood Publications 
Praeludium, Fuga und Ciacona BuxWV137 Dietrich Buxtehude, public domain 
Word of God, Come Down to Earth setting by Robert J. Powell © 2014 Augsburg Fortress 
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 July Urgent Requests from CPLC 



Please Consider Supporting These Efforts  
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Please visit the Welcome Desk in the narthex  
if  you have any questions about our facility or upcoming events.  

  

Hunger Ministries, Kitchen & Events 
Coordinator 
Sue Brogger - 651-646-7127  Ext 2203 
     sue@comoparklutheran.org  
 
Finance Comptroller & Trust Fund 
Donations  
David Laden - 651-646-7127  Ext 2211 
     laden@comoparklutheran.org  
 
Como Connects   
Lisa Kane - 651-642-1127 
     director@comobnp.org 
 
Heidi Schultz - 651-642-1127 
     office@comobnp.org  
 
Living At Home, Inc. 
Kristin Rigg—651-649-0315 
     kristin@lahnetwork.org  
 
Senior Services Consortium of Ramsey 
County (Meals on Wheels Ramsey County) 
Denise Wickiser—651-343-6875 (c) 
    denise@mealsonwheels-rc.org  
 
Sunday Custodian 
Evan Bergstrom—651-646-7127  
 
Custodian & Groundskeeper  
Marcus Pierce - 651-646-7127 
    custodian@comoparklutheran.org  
 
CHURCH OFFICE: 
Angela Lennes—651-646-7127  Ext 2200 
     office@comoparklutheran.org 

Adult Forums, Membership Classes, 
Visitations, & General Ministries 
Church Office—651-646-7127  
     office@comoparklutheran.org  
 
Youth Director 
David Osterhouse—651-646-7127 Ext. 2204 
osterhouse@comoparklutheran.org  
 
Director of Music Ministries 
Tom Ferry—651-646-7127 Ext. 2209 
ferry@comoparklutheran.org  
 
Sunday School Superintendent 
Kelly Whitstone—651-646-7127 
     sundayschool@comoparklutheran.org  
 
Nursery 
Jessica Vargas—651-646-7127 Ext. 2219  
 
Senior Ministry Coordinator 
Pam Ballis—(651) 426-3690 
      pmbalice@gmail.com 
 
Volunteer Engagement  Coordinator 
Alex Leone—alex@leonesoftware.com  
 
Social Ministries 
Sue Brogger - 651-646-7127  Ext 2203 
     sue@comoparklutheran.org 
 
Prayer Chain    
Mary Ann Schmidt - 720-357-3558 (c) 
     schmidt.m795@gmail.com 
     prayerrequest@comoparklutheran.org 


