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Reaching out in Christ to a changing world.

Como Park Lutheran Church, ELCA, RIC
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We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting and those
who give comfort; all who are drawn to worship, community,
and faith.

We acknowledge and celebrate the rich diversity within and
around us. As a community rooted in the body of Christ, we commit ourseles to
creating a space where people of all races, ages, ethnicities, abilities, sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions are not only included but deeply valued and
seen as essential to onr shared jonrney.

Together, we value human diversity as a divine gift and blessing—a reflection
of God's boundless creativity and love. Becanse of this, we commit ourselves in
ministry to fully embracing all people and advancing racial equity in onr ministr.

We recognize that we hold a variety of beliefs, perspectives, and lived
experiences; and yet we gather in Christ to worship God together. If you have
questions, feedback, or needs for assistance, please ask. We seek to grow together in
ministry, community and faith, and we are glad that you are here with us today.

~ The People of Como Park Lutheran Church

TODAY’S COFFEE HOUR
will immediately follow the service.
Please join us for some coffee and light snacks in the Narthex.

This service will be broadcast live on YouTube

and recorded for later viewing.
www.youtube.com/c/ComoParkLutheranChurch



SENDING FORTH

%

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1

Celebrating Pastor Marty
Join us on June 7 to celebrate Pastor Marty on his final Sunday with us before

retirement.

Following worship, please stay for cake and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall
to give thanks for Pastor Marty’s 26 years of faithful ministry, compassionate

leadership, and devoted care for our church family.

During our church’s centennial celebration this year, we reflected on the many
people who have shaped the life of this congregation across generations. Among
only seven senior pastors in our 100-year history, Pastor Marty has faithfully
served for more than a quarter of that time; a remarkable record of faith,

leadership, and dedication.

We invite you to join us in this time of celebration, gratitude, and blessing as we

honor Pastor Marty and send him forth into this new chapter.

Honoring Our Graduates

We will recognize our graduates during the June 7 worship service and include
their names in the bulletin. If you or someone in your family is graduating from
high school, college, graduate school, or another program, please contact the

church office with the graduate’s name and program completed.

We look forward to celebrating this milestone together and lifting our graduates
in prayer as they step into new opportunities, trusting God’s presence in every

transition.



ADULT FORUM & UPCOMING EVENTS
(For full list of events, see page 24-25.)
Coftee and Conversation with Joyce

TODAY
Ngandango

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation and
Sock Toss

TODAY
5/24/2026 Pentecost; Please wear red.

6/7/2026  Pastor Marty’s Farewell Celebration

Regular - Liturgist
Bold - Congregation
" - Stand as able

ORDER OF WORSHIP
THE GATHERING

PRELUDE
Toccatain F Dieterich Buxtehude

David Fienen, guest organist

WELCOME, GREETING, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
4



HCONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another.
~ Silence is kept for reflection. ~

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



HOPENING HYMN
God is Here ELW 526

*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING (2 Corinthians 13:14)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

XKYRIE ELW pg. 193-194
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Refrain
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YPRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray...
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended
to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering
and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



THE WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14

¢ So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ®* But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” > When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '® While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. '' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

2 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. '> When they had entered the
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. '* All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

The word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 21:1-7
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1Let God arise, and let God’s ene- | mies be scattered,;
let those who | hate God flee.
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive | them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at
the pres- | ence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God;
let them also be mer- | ry and joyful.
4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one
who | rides the clouds;
I AM is that name, rejoice | before God!
>In your holy habita- | tion, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defend- | er of widows;
¢you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners | into
freedom;
but the rebels shall live in | desert places.
70O God, when you went forth be- | fore your people,
when you marched | through the wilderness,
8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the
presence of God, the | God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the | God of Israel.
9You sent a bountiful | rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance | when it languished.
10Your people found their | home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision | for the
poor.
328ing to God, O kingdoms | of the earth;
sing praises | to the Lord.
33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the | ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your | mighty voice.
34 Ascribe pow- | er to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is | in the skies.
3 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O | God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God!
11




SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. '> But
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. ** If you are reviled for
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the
Spirit of God, is resting on you.

56 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares
for you. ® Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ® Resist
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering, '® And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. ' To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HGOSPEL: John 17:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Seventeenth Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,
* since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. > And this is eternal life, that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. * I glorified you on
earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. * So now, Father, glorify
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before
the world existed.

¢ “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; ® for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that
you sent me. ° I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the
wortld, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.
'°All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.
" And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE David Osterhouse
(Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595)

13



SERMON Pastor Martin Ericson

¥HYMN OF THE DAY
I Come with Joy ELW 482

HAPOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

HPRAYERS

... Lotd, in your mercy,
... hear our prayer.
14



*THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(In sharing God’s Peace we share with each other our hope for God’s blessing by shaking hands, or
turning to one another and nodding, or bumping fists and saying “God’s peace be with you.”)

THE MEAL
OFFERING
Today, Tomorrow, and Every Day Sjolund
CPLChoir

Electronic offerings can be made using smart phones and tablet devices by
going to www.ComoParkLutheran.org and clicking on the “donate” button.
You may also use the giving kiosk in the narthex located by the staircase.

HOFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray...
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

15



Y THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise...

... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

¥HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  (Isaiah 6:3)
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HWORDS OF INSTITUTION (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

In the night in which he was betrayed...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13; Revelation 11:15)

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.
17



DISTRIBUTION

All who believe Christ is truly present in the sacrament are invited to receive communion.
At the server, hold out the flat of your palm to receive the wafer. If you desire gluten-free
wafers, simply say to the first server “gluten-free.” Then, step to the second server and
take the wine in the small cup. The cups hold red wine and grape juice. If you are allergic
to grapes, you are free to receive only the bread, knowing that Christ is fully present
within each element. Children who do not yet commune will receive a blessing from
pastor or first server.

LLAMB OF GOD (John 1:29) ELW pg. 201
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COMMUNION HYMN
Father, We Thank You ELW 478

H¥POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his peace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us, bringing
heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from
here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek
the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE SENDING

HBENEDICTION (Numbers 6:24-20)

The Lotd bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW 400

HDISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
God of Tempest (CWM Rhondda) Theodore Beck

David Fienen, guest organist

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / ot stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-703921. All rights reserved.

Today, Tomorrow, and every Day by Paul Sjolund © 1982 Hinshaw Music, Inc

Father, We Thank You Text: Didache, para. F. Bland Tucker, © Church Pension Fund
RENDEZ A DIEU Music: attr. Louis Bourgeois, Harmonization © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
I Come with Joy Text: Brian Wren © 1996 Hope Publishing Co.

DOVE OF PEACE Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, public domain

God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind Text: Herman G. Stuempfle © 2000 GIA Publications
CWM RHONDDA Music: John Hughes, public domain

God Is Here! Text: Fred Pratt Green © 1979 Hope Publishing Co.

ABBOT’S LEIGH Music: Cyril V. Taylor © 1970 Hope Publishing Co

20



Please pray for...

Dorothy E. Tyler E. (brother-in-law of Ginger EF)
Kathy H. J.J. K. (great grandson of Bill H.)
Ann L. Joe (triend of Sandra H.)

Heather Q. Cheryl & Jim (quilter & husband)
Ruth R. Nichole (friend of Como Connects)
Gina K. Gary (friend of Deb S.)

Mary C. ... and all in need of prayers

We welcome names of members, family, and friends on our prayer list.

S < <

Serving in the Military

Dane Beecham, Jonathan Lund, Kristian Nelson

We pray regularly for all members and friends of our congregation.

This week in worship, we pray for:

Janet Pankonin
Connie Parizek
Ruth Pechauer & Mike Wallace, Matthew Franz
Dustin Pederson
David & Nahoko Person
Kimberly & Terry Chin Peterson

Niko Peterson
21



ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP

Pastor: Martin Ericson

Guest Organist: David Fienen

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

Date May 17, 2026
Time 9:30 AM
Acolyte Carl Johnson
Communion Prep Polly Heaton
Assisting Minister Polly Heaton
Communion Asst 1 Sasha Weber
Communion Asst 2 Elizabeth Weber

Lynn Ketelsen
| Barbara Reiter & Kevin Johnson

| David Osterhouse

Greeter |
Coffee Servers
Children's Message

Reader Jonathan Nye
Liturgist Tom Spivey
Ushers Team 1
Welcome Desk Sheila Skone
Bus Driver Tom Spivey
Video Tech | Craig Canada

USHER TEAM
Team 1: Fred Halberg, Sam Schultz, Darrell Anderson

22



CPLC Programs and Groups on Summer Break

The following CPLC programs and groups are currently on summer break

and will resume this fall.

If you are interested in participating or would like more information,
please contact the appropriate person listed below.

Program/Group

Contact

Confirmation Class

Office
office@comoparklutheran.org

CPLChoir Tom Ferry
ferry@comoparklutheran.org

Joytul Ringers Tom Ferry
ferry(@comoparklutheran.org

Sunday School Kelly Whitstone
sundayschool@comoparklutheran.org

Youth Group Meetings David Osterhouse

osterhouse@comopatklutheran.org

Women’s Craft Group

Meg Duncan (melaurak@msn.com) or
Cathy Gagné (cmtm(@comcast.net)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKS!
From the Social Ministries Committee

Together, we raised $20,481 after expenses!

Beneficiaries include local partners that oversee hunger, education and neighborhood
support ($14,975) and our global ministries ($4,725). We want to express our most sincere
thanks to participants, sponsors and volunteers of Como Park Lutheran for making such a
tremendous outreach possible.

On May 4, 2026, the Social Ministries Committee distributed funds received at the annual
mission auction as indicated in the chart below, with local partners receiving $11,475, regional
partners receiving $3,500, and global partners receiving $4,725.

Guatemala
Annual Support - Parish
$750
Shobi’s Table (LCR provides the other $750)
Hunger Guatemala
$2v87§ CLdM Community Center
$1,475

N Tanzania
Ch
relsea Heights Annual Support - Parish
Music/Arts Program $1,000
Education f
$1,500
Tanzania
Huruma Centre Orphanage
Every Meal e i
Baack Pragrai (School Scholarships)
Hunger
$2,000
17.8%
Meals On Wheels Plymouth Christian
Hunger Youth Center
$2,000 Scholarships
$3,500

Keystone Community
:;T;)goeor Roseville Area
i High School
Food Shelf Support
$1,000

W Parish Support Il Community Centers [l Orphanage Support [l Scholarships [l Food Shelf Support [l Hunger [l Education




VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL:

CHURCH
DAY CAMP

%
Kids from our neighborhood and from our congregation are invited to summer
Vacation Bible School. We will be partnering with counselors from Camp
Onomia to fill the week with Bible stories, songs, games, crafts, and more!
Invite your friends, actually!

DATES: July 6-9

TIME: 9:00am - 3:00pm

PreK-5th; PreK children must be potty trained.
AGES: Must have experience participating in a class
environment.
LOCATION: €omo Park Lutheran Church
(1376 Hoyt Ave W., Saint Paul, MN 55108)

cosT: $40 per child (financial assistance REGISTER BY JUNE 22 ‘ “
available)

i

LAST CRAFT NIGHT BEFORE SUMMER BREAK - 7 —
Thursday, May 21, 2026
Join us on May 21, 6-8pm, in the Fireside Room. Bring

any craft you're working on, or just come to enjoy
community!

COMO PARK FARMERS' MARKET

May 14 - Oct. 29

Thurs: 2 PM — 6 PM

1545 Hamline Ave, St. Paul
No market Aug. 27, Sept. 3
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OF EASTER L faith
home

Eternity is living now with God and with one another.

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 17:1-11 Jesus prays for his disciples
Monday Acts 1:6-14 Ascension of Jesus

Tuesday 1Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  Tending the flock of God
Wednesday 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 Paul’s encouraging words
Thursday Deuteronomy 8:1-10 God'’s protection

Friday Ephesians 4:7-16 Unity in the body of Christ
Saturday Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Praise and thanksgiving
Sunday John 20:19-23 Jesus appears to his disciples

And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. John 17:3 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

Eternal God, give us the Spirit of Christ that we may know you and live with you today and with
one another in love. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Lord of orphans and protector of widows, as we enjoy this meal, we pray for food for all people.
Amen. (Psalm 68:5)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of grace strengthen you.

@ ..O
@
MILESIONES

MINISTRY

© 2025 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.



MAY 17, 2026 | T
HYMN OF THE WEEK & p taklng

Change My Heart, O God -, » + fa Ith
home

WEEKLY MILESTONES 22
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS @
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e |f you could spend a day doing anything you want to do, what would it be?
e How is God's love different than a friend’s love?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: John 17:1-11.

Being with God in eternity seems to be something we anticipate after we die, but not in the
Gospel of John. Eternity is understood as a life that begins now and is experienced through
faith in “the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (v. 3). Jesus speaks of his
glory. The hour of his glory is his suffering, death, and resurrection. We participate in Jesus’
glory as those who remain in the world now protected by God. Eternal life is experienced as a
life of glory that knows suffering and also knows God in Christ. A personal relationship with
Jesus is not private. We live in eternity now as the body of Christ in the world together.
Therefore, Jesus prays that all of his followers “may be one, as we are one,” (v. 11) that is, as
Jesus and the Father are one. Eternal life involves a relationship to God that knows, trusts, and
believes in Jesus as the one who is with the Father. One may ask, “How do you think you will
experience eternity after you have died?” John’s question would be, “How do you experience
eternity now, living with God and with one another in a world that God loves?”

Discuss: What difference does it make for you to know that eternity is now, and not just after
you die?

Pray: Eternal God, we thank you for the gift of faith that we may experience your presence in
our lives through the body of Christ. Amen.

SERVICE ¢*f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help someone who is experiencing challenges in their life?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS I

The disciples watched Jesus ascend to heaven as a cloud took him out of sight. Jesus told the
disciples they would be his witnesses (Acts 1:8). Make a dessert in a glass alternating blue
gelatin with whipped cream to symbolize the sky, clouds, and Jesus’ ascension. While eating
the dessert, think or talk about ways you have been or can be a witness for Jesus. After you
finish, say the Lord’s Prayer.

MILES|ONES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
MINTSTRY effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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