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1. What background information would someone who is completely unfamiliar with your field need to know to understand the findings in your paper? (Suggested word limit: 150 words)
Flooding is one of the most frequent and devastating disasters worldwide and which poses serious health risk to humans. Flooding affect both rural and urban areas, low and high income residential areas, but is more severe in low income areas because they are often located in spatially and physically vulnerable conditions. This informs the need to find out how these people living in vulnerable conditions at heightened risk of flooding perceive their situation and how exposure to flooding impact their health. The essence of understanding their perception of flooding is geared towards establishing their preparedness to deal with floods. The knowledge about risk perception may further provide important information about vulnerable people’s willingness to take precautionary measures and their support for government’s risk reduction policies.
2. What exact research question did you set out to answer and why? (Suggested word limit: 75 words)
The research question that the research set to answer was the household perception of flood risk and health impact of exposure to flooding in flood prone informal settlements in the coastal city of Mombasa, Kenya. This is because understanding a household’s perception and the health impacts they encounter due to exposure to flooding will aid in developing effective policy responses to flooding and other hazards
3. What are the most important findings of your paper? (Suggested word limit: 100 words)
The majority of respondent households perceive future flooding as high risk or severe with high negative health impact. Despite this, many do not evacuate their homes because they do not have alternative places to move to. Flooding was indicated to have had a negative physical and mental health impact on members of households. Although majority of households had taken some adaptation measures, most of these were short term, mainly due to financial constraints, lack of knowledge and government support. Perception of flood risk and gender were found to have a strong influence on taking long-term adaptation measures at the household level. The study surveyed 390 randomly selected households in three informal settlements in the city of Mombasa using a semi-structured questionnaire. This was supplemented with six focus group discussions (FDGs) and six key informant interviews (KIIs).
4. Who might eventually benefit from the findings of your study, and what would need to be done before we could achieve these benefits? (Suggested word limit: 75 words)
Households living in flood-prone informal settlements, this is because the findings can aid in developing effective policy responses to the perennial flooding problem in informal settlements. The findings have also highlighted the need to empower and support those living in flood-prone areas with the ability to initiate long-term flood adaptation measures to avert negative health consequences of flooding
After you have answered the questions, re-read the general instructions and specific tips under each question, and then edit your answers. If possible, ask someone from outside your field, such as friend with a non-scientific background, to read your answers and help you identify any answers that are unclear or lacking in detail.
