Funding Opportunities –June 25, 2018
Opportunity 1
Title: Modeling and Simulation to Optimize HIV Prevention Research 
Funder: NIH
Funds available: $400,000 per year 
Duration: 4 years
Location: SSA
Due date: November 13, 2018 (Letter of Intent) 
Research Objectives: 
To support the development and validation of modeling and simulation methods and related tools to examine HIV transmission dynamics, make epidemic projections, and estimate the impact of HIV treatment and prevention.
Examples of research projects that are responsive to this FOA include but are not limited to those that:
a) Propose to develop and validate methods that incorporate local and regional epidemiologic drivers and transmission dynamics of HIV to optimize local and regional prevention strategies in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA).
b) Propose to develop and validate methods to optimize combination strategies for future trials in high-priority populations and settings (e.g. MSM, transgender persons, adolescent girls and young women (AGYW), migrants, and sex workers).  The prevention interventions selected should have demonstrated acceptability and be suitable for scale-up in the populations targeted. -
c) Use phylogenetic methods to examine patterns of HIV transmission on a population level, identify factors associated with HIV transmission, and assess the impact of targeted HIV prevention interventions, focusing on highly affected communities.
d) Use network research methods to examine patterns of HIV transmission in sexual networks, identify factors associated with high-risk nodes, and assess the impact of targeted HIV prevention strategies.
e) Use multiple, large data sources to develop and validate synthetic populations for major risk groups (MSM in North America or Europe, general populations in SSA, and others) to optimize regional prevention strategies.
For more information: 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-18-026.html#_Section_III._Eligibility 
Contact: Email: support@grants.gov 


Opportunity 2
Title: Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (CFLI) for the 2018-2019 
Funder: The High Commission of Canada
Location:  Kenya
Due date: July 20, 2018
Research Objectives:  
1. Gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls
Initiatives could include but not limited to projects that:
· Address sexual and gender-based violence, including child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation/cutting; 
· Provide support to women’s rights organizations and movements for delivering their agendas and programs; strengthening their institutional capacity and sustainability; building networks and alliances; and advocating for their role, participation and leadership in policy dialogue at all levels and as partners in the design and implementation of initiatives in all sectors. 
· Support evidence-based policy-making, legal frameworks and program delivery for gender equality strengthening the capacity and systems of state and non-state actors to advance gender equality
· Support efforts to recognize the economic rights of women; promoting women’s equitable access to and control over land and resources, decent work and equal pay; supporting advocacy efforts that advance more equitable workloads in the workplace and at home; strengthening women’s voices and leadership in advancing women’s economic rights. 
· Support efforts to promote women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership and political participation at all levels of decision-making and in all spheres of life.
Funds available: CAD $15,000-$20,000
Duration: 6months
Contact: cflikenya@gmail.com 
For more information: 
 http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/kenya/development-developpement/cfli-fcil-Kenya.aspx?lang=eng 


Opportunity 3
Title: Enhance Developing Country's Capacity in Air Quality Management 
Funder: United States Department of State (DOS)
Location: Ethiopia, Kenya, Ghana, Uganda, South Africa
Due date: 2 Aug 2018 (Proposal due date)
Duration: 3 years
Research Objectives: 
To enhance developing country capacity in air quality management through placement of American air quality experts with national and sub-national governments, to provide technical assistance in taking concrete steps to improve air quality, and reduce associated economic, environmental, and health impacts. Targeted technical assistance and capacity building of the developing country would assist in understanding and overcoming policy/regulatory barriers, drafting or refining air quality management plans, improving knowledge on air quality monitoring tools and resources, and ultimately bridging the gaps related to air quality management. The Capacity Building Fellowships would last one year and these experts would work with host-country governments to design fellowship projects that can be implemented through relatively short-term in-country placements, combined with additional remote support, as appropriate.
The project will capitalize on U.S. experience in reducing air pollution and assist target countries in addressing air quality management gaps, to include, as appropriate, establishing: air quality monitoring networks; baseline data and emissions inventories; health-based air quality standards; and enforceable air quality regulations. Experts would work with host-country governments to develop a workplan, in consultation with the Department of State and other relevant stakeholders, which could be implemented through one or more short-term visits, combined with additional remote support, as appropriate. The focus of the experts’ work would support specific areas related to building capacity to support air quality management efforts, and assistance could support the national and/or subnational implementation of internationally agreed air quality priorities, such as those encouraged through resolutions on air quality adopted at the first and third United Nations Environment Assemblies. 
Funds available: 494,000 USD
Contact: Kate Weber
United States Department of State (DOS)
WeberKP@state.gov 
For more information: 




Opportunity 4
Title: Enhanced peer mentorship in PMTCT: Helping Mothers End Pediatric HIV in Mozambique under the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
Funder: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - United States
Location: Mozambique
Due date: Sep 29, 2018
Research Objectives: 
In light of ongoing high levels of vertical transmission in Mozambique, the recipient will support Mozambique’s Ministry of Health (MISAU) to fully scale a revised peer educator policy for HIV positive pregnant and breastfeeding women (PBFW), by assisting in supervision and supporting M&E. The grantee will provide technical assistance to provincial health authorities and PEPFAR partners as they implement peer based psychosocial support and case management for PBFW’s, HIV exposed infants, and newly diagnosed HIV positive children <5 years of age. The recipient will directly implement the mentor mother policy at a number of demonstration sites in provinces and districts with historically high levels of vertical transmission.
Funds available: 6 Million USD
Contact: 
Katie Sobush
 (404) 639-0161
 GHK5@cdc.gov
For more information: 
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=306340 

Opportunity 5
Title: HIV-Focused Population Surveys in Countries Supported Under the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)
Funder: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - United States
Location: Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia
Objectives: 
To provide technical assistance and/or conduct population-based HIV program impact surveys with the goal of strengthening the monitoring of impact and outcomes to more comprehensively inform national responses to HIV by providing prevalence, incidence, community viral suppression and viremia, and KP/PP size estimates. The surveys use standardized methods, create publicly accessible data and specimen repositories owned by ministries of health, improve survey methods, strengthen local capacity, and support country ownership and ability to monitor their HIV epidemic.
Funds available: 75 Million USD
Due date: 14 Aug 2018
Contact: 
Hiari Imara
Project Officer at Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - United States
hai0@cdc.gov 
For more information:  
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=301786

Opportunity 6
Title: Research on Reducing Intimate Partner Violence in Low-Income Countries
Funder:  Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA)
Location:  Central Africa | Eastern Africa | Southern Africa | West Africa
Due date: 31 July 2018 (Proposal due date)
Research Objectives: 
The Intimate Partner Violence Initiative (IPV) will consider proposals that:
· Add IPV focused survey modules to existing studies. These are smaller grants that would fund the cost of adding IPV-focused survey modules to upcoming data collection rounds for existing studies. They are intended for research studies that are not already focused on IPV reduction, but nevertheless are likely to have notable impacts on IPV and related outcomes. For example, cash transfer programs or certain micro-finance programs that drastically change inter-household financial dynamics could also add to, or relieve, inter-household tension that can be a trigger for IPV. Programs targeting depression, alcohol use, family planning, and personal development could be examples of additional areas to explore. We anticipate funding between 4 to 6 additions to planned survey rounds totaling between $25,000 and $50,000. 
· Add IPV focused survey rounds to current or past studies. These are moderately-sized grants to fund additional survey/data collection rounds focused on IPV. The types of proposals we intend to consider include, but certainly are not limited to: (1) supplemental household or spouse surveys with respondents that are not part of the original data collection plan, (2) a long-term follow-up survey of concluded study, and (3) cases where it is important to separate any IPV data collection from the primary study. Examples of this could include a supplemental household/spouse survey for a female entrepreneurship training program to see the effects on the intra-household dynamics, or a long-term follow-up survey of a life skills coaching program for adolescent girls to understand the effect on partner selection. We anticipate funding between 1 to 2 additions in this category, totaling between $50,000 and $125,000 each.
· Add an IPV targeted treatment arm to an existing study. These are large grants that will support expanding a study by adding a treatment arm focused on reducing IPV to a randomized evaluation. Applicants can request funding for the costs of expanding the study sample and survey as well as the IPV focused intervention. Note that we have a slight preference for grants in the first two categories and only anticipate funding a large expansion to a study in the range of $250,000 or less if it is truly innovative or extraordinary.

Funds available: 300 Thousand USD
Contact: Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA)
ipvinitiative@poverty-action.org  ; pd@poverty-action.org
For more information: 
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/health/intimate-partner-violence-initiative/competitive-fund


Opportunity 7
Title: Addressing Key Challenges in Accessing Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights Services
Funder: Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
Location:  Kenya | Malawi | South Africa | Zambia | Zimbabwe
Due date: 13 Jul 2018 (Proposal due date)
Duration: 6months – 1 year
Research Objectives: 
Grants will be provided to organizations proposing innovative ways to address the key challenges that young people and adolescents face in accessing sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR) services. Grants will principally focus on providing support to regional ASRHR advocacy and capacity development efforts, although strategic linkages with broader initiatives in other regions will be encouraged.
Objective 1: Capacity Strengthening - Youth-led and/or youth-focused organisations are trained, mentored and upskilled in all areas of organizational and programmatic capacity to enable them to gather evidence, and to promote and advocate for improved access for adolescents and youth to SRHR services
Objective 2: Knowledge Management - There is improved knowledge sharing, networking and data collection on SRHR in the region by youth-led and/or youth-focused organisations and individuals, as well as increased capacity for youth-driven research
Objective 3: Advocacy and Awareness Raising - Youth-led and/or youth-focused organisations have improved capacity to conceptualise, design and coordinate joint ASRHR advocacy and awareness-raising campaigns in the region
Objective 4: Coordination / convening - Youth-led and/or youth focused organisations have enhanced capacity to coordinate SRHR activities and convene spaces through integrated and inter-linked initiatives, including with similar organizations in East Africa
Funds available: $20,000
Contacts: Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (ASRHR) Programme
Hivos International
srhr@hivos.org 
For more information:  
https://www.hivos.org/vacancy/call-proposals-adolescent-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights-asrhr-programme 

Opportunity 8
Title: Research On Infectious Diseases And their Social And Societal Implications
Funder: Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)
Location: Central Africa | Eastern Africa | Southern Africa | West Africa 
Due date: 5 Dec 2018 (Proposal due date)
Research Objectives: 
The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) calls for proposals of joint research projects between scientists in Germany and Africa investigating infectious diseases and their social and societal implications.
The scope of the call includes:
· The investigation of neglected infectious diseases in humans and animals but also research on topics of their social and economical impact.
· The establishment or consolidation of mutually beneficial equal partnerships that allow African researchers to investigate topics of local significance and that open up research opportunities in Africa for German scientists in the long term.
· An additional central goal is to provide support and funding for the academic and professional careers of young African researchers in their home countries in order to contribute to building research capacities in Africa.
· It is furthermore desirable to strengthen research networks within Africa, therefore several African partners may participate in one project.
The DFG primarily seeks to encourage researchers in human and veterinary medicine to apply for funding of projects on the investigation of neglected tropical infectious diseases. Projects researching AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis will only be considered in the scope of the call if they study mechanisms of virulence or the immune response against them. Co-infections can also be topics of project outlines. Projects with a social science or humanities approach will be considered if they investigate consequences of neglected tropical infectious diseases.
Funds available: Not indicated 
Contacts: 
Dr Andreas Strecker - Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)
infectiology@dfg.de 
For more information: 
http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/announcements_proposals/calls_for_proposals/info_wissenschaft_18_26/index.html

 
Opportunity 9
Title: Rapid Research Fund for Ebola Virus Disease Outbreaks
Funder: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)
Location: DRC
Due date: July 13, 2018 by 12:00 PM (EDT)
Research Objectives:
The Rapid Research Fund (RRF) for Ebola Virus Disease Outbreaks is intended to support social sciences, humanities, public health and/or health systems research aimed at more effectively containing the current Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), as well as potential future outbreaks, more readily.
A minimum of four successful teams will be eligible to receive research grants up to CA$360,000 over two years (2018–2020). The focus of the supported research will be to inform the response to the current Ebola outbreak in DRC, with the aim of improving prevention and preparedness efforts to future Ebola or similarly significant infectious disease outbreak threats in the region.
Projects must be focused on addressing challenges related to the current Ebola outbreak in the DRC, and/or risks of extension to the surrounding region. Proposals should apply social science, humanities, population and public health, and/or health services research approaches that build on previous learnings, and/or respond to documented knowledge and practice gaps, to build capacity for more effective outbreak response, containment, and mitigation efforts.
The proposal must also justify the use of Rapid Research funds, detailing how the same research success and impact would not be achieved through traditional, less time-sensitive funding sources.
Funds available: CAD $1.5 million 
Duration: 2 years
Contacts: fehcalls@idrc.ca 
For more information:  
https://www.idrc.ca/en/funding/call-research-proposals-rapid-research-fund-ebola-virus-disease-outbreaks



Opportunity 10
Title: Capacity development to facilitate delivery and uptake of new or improved medical interventions in African health systems
Funder: European Union
Location: SSA
Duration: 5 years
Funds Available: 9 Million EUR
Due date: Letter of Intent to be sent before proposal due date 
11 Oct 2018 (Proposal due date)
Research objectives: 
Despite the abundant evidence on the safety and efficacy of available life-saving medical interventions, there is limited understanding of how to deliver these interventions effectively to populations that urgently need them. The purpose of this Call for Proposals is to support actions that will facilitate the translation of research results of medical interventions into policies and practices for national health programmes in order to strengthen health systems.
Proposals addressing the following activities are particularly encouraged:
· development of methodological tools for the successful translation of research against PRDs into policies and practices for public health programmes. This includes health information system tools and analytics;
· optimising strategies for widespread adoption and institutionalization of research results within public health systems. This may entail the analysis of established methods and frameworks from the field of policy analysis to improve the understanding of the process of health policy development in a given sub-Saharan African country and in an international context;
· successful adoption of one or more products coming out of previously-funded EDCTP grant(s) into national health policies.
Proposals should clearly define the activities and mechanisms to be used within the project, including details of any collaboration with national and/or public authorities, international organisations or commercial partnerships that will be established in order to achieve the expected impact.
Contact:
Ms. Michelle Nderu
European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP)
nderu@edctp.org 
For more information:  
http://www.edctp.org/call/capacity-development-to-facilitate-delivery-and-uptake-of-new-or-improved-medical-interventions-in-african-health-systems/ 
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U.S. Air Quality Capacity Building Fellowship

[bookmark: _Toc517440555]Section A.	Funding Opportunity Program Description



Announcement Type:			Cooperative Agreement

Funding Opportunity Title:	U.S. Air Quality Capacity Building Fellowship

Funding Opportunity Number:		SFOP0005230

Catalog of Federal Domestic

Assistance Number:			19.017

Funding Amount:			$493,827 for 1 award

Key Dates:

1.	Application must be submitted by 11:59 P.M. Eastern Standard Time (EST) on August 2, 2018. 

2.	Notification of project approval and award signing expected by September 30, 2018.



Executive Summary:



The Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs’ (OES) Office of Environmental Quality and Transboundary Issues at the U.S. Department of State (DOS), announces the Notice of Funding Opportunity (“NOFO”) for activities under the “U.S. Air Quality Capacity Building Fellowship” project.  The agreement awarded will use U.S. Fiscal Year 2017 Economic Support Funds, subject to Congressional approval and availability of funds.  



The purpose of the U.S. Air Quality Capacity Building Fellowship project is to capitalize on U.S. experience in reducing air pollution by pairing up to 10-15 American air quality experts with governments in targeted, highly-polluted ESF-eligible countries, empowering those countries to take immediate steps to improve air quality.  The fellowships will focus on providing technical assistance to address air quality management gaps in host countries, to include, as appropriate, establishing: air quality monitoring networks; baseline data and emissions inventories; health-based air quality standards; and enforceable air quality regulations.  By building the capacity of interested governments to design and implement comprehensive air quality management plans, Fellows will assist developing countries in achieving long-term improvements in local and transboundary air quality and reductions in associated health, economic, and environmental impacts. 



Organizations applying to this NOFO will manage the operations of the fellowship program with the substantial involvement of the Department of State.  This would include, for example, the recruitment of Fellows, placement in host country governments as well as travel, and administrative support for Fellows during the fellowship.



Countries that may be eligible for funding under this award include: Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Macedonia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Philippines, South Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uganda, and Vietnam.





Eligibility is limited to U.S. non-profit/nongovernmental organizations subject to section 501 (c) (3) of the U. S. tax code, foreign not-for-profit/nongovernmental organizations, educational institutions, and public international organizations.  



A cooperative agreement, which will include the substantial involvement of the U.S. Department of State in order to support effectiveness and accountability for the American Taxpayer, for up to $493,827 U.S. Dollars (USD) in FY 2017 Economic Support Funds (ESF) will be awarded for work that will support the U.S. Air Quality Program.  The period of performance will be approximately 36 months.  Funding authority rests in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended.  



Contact Person:	For questions on technical content: 

Dr. Kate Weber

			Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs

			WeberKP@state.gov   



			For questions regarding application and administration: 

Emilie Saleh 

Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs 

SalehEC@state.gov 



Please read carefully the entire solicitation package.  If you plan to submit an application, there are steps that you should take immediately in order to make your submissions by the deadline.

[bookmark: _Toc517440556]A.1. Background



Air pollution is a growing global threat to human health, the environment, and economies.  People who are exposed to air pollutants have an increased risk of suffering from serious health effects such as heart or vascular disease and damage to their immune, neurological, reproductive, and respiratory systems.  An estimated 6.9 million premature deaths, or over 10% of worldwide deaths, were due to air pollution in 2016.  According to a 2016 World Bank study, deaths from air pollution in 2013 were responsible for $225 billion in lost labor income and more than $5 trillion in welfare losses.  Air pollution also harms animals, crops, and vegetation; it can stunt plant growth and reduce agricultural productivity.  Studies suggest global crop production losses from air pollution were worth $11-18 billion annually in 2000, and are expected to increase to $17-35 billion by 2030.

As understanding and awareness of air pollution’s health and environmental impacts has increased, governments, international organizations, and the private sector have become increasingly interested in taking action to tackle air pollution.  However, many developing countries lack the technical capacity to address air quality issues.  By building on the existing capacity of interested governments to design, coordinate, and implement comprehensive air quality management plans, Fellows will assist targeted developing countries in achieving long-term improvements in local and transboundary air quality and a reduction in associated health, economic, and environmental impacts.

[bookmark: _Toc517440557]A.2. Program Goals

The goal of the U.S. Air Quality Capacity Building Fellowship project is to enhance developing country capacity in air quality management through placement of American air quality experts with national and sub-national governments, to provide technical assistance in taking concrete steps to improve air quality, and reduce associated economic, environmental, and health impacts.  Targeted technical assistance and capacity building of the developing country would assist in understanding and overcoming policy/regulatory barriers, drafting or refining air quality management plans, improving knowledge on air quality monitoring tools and resources, and ultimately bridging the gaps related to air quality management. The Capacity Building Fellowships would last one year and these experts would work with host-country governments to design fellowship projects that can be implemented through relatively short-term in-country placements, combined with additional remote support, as appropriate.



The project will capitalize on U.S. experience in reducing air pollution and assist target countries in addressing air quality management gaps, to include, as appropriate, establishing: air quality monitoring networks; baseline data and emissions inventories; health-based air quality standards; and enforceable air quality regulations. Experts would work with host-country governments to develop a workplan, in consultation with the Department of State and other relevant stakeholders, which could be implemented through one or more short-term visits, combined with additional remote support, as appropriate.  The focus of the experts’ work would support specific areas related to building capacity to support air quality management efforts, and assistance could support the national and/or subnational implementation of internationally agreed air quality priorities, such as those encouraged through resolutions on air quality adopted at the first and third United Nations Environment Assemblies.



[bookmark: _Toc517440558]A.3. Expected Results



· Recruitment and placement of up to 10-15 American air quality experts in host-country governments.

· Improvement of institutional capacity to address air quality issues in national and sub-national governments, such as the capacity to develop and manage emission inventories, or to develop and enforce air quality regulations.

· Progress towards establishment of health-based air quality standards, as appropriate, in host countries.

· Development, adoption, and/or implementation of air quality management plans and/or the deployment or improvement of monitoring and emissions control systems in host countries.

· Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and ozone precursor (NOx, VOCs, and CO) emissions reduced or avoided as supported by this project.

[bookmark: _Toc517440559]A.4. Main Activities

The program should include the following activities to enable Capacity Building Fellows to enhance developing country capacity in air quality management:



· Recruitment of Fellows to include, for example, outreach through the EPA alumni network, state and local air quality agencies, U.S.-based air quality management consultancies, and/or American academic institutions.

· Identification of foreign government interest in hosting Fellows and placement of Fellows in host-country institutions, which would be done in coordination with the Department of State.

· Advising, reviewing, and approving final workplans of Fellows.

· Support for Fellows in implementing their workplans, which could include, as appropriate, establishing: air quality monitoring networks; baseline data and emissions inventories; health-based air quality standards; and enforceable air quality regulations.  .

· Arranging and funding Fellows’ travel and any technical assistance supported through this program.

· Collecting final reports from Fellows.

· Recruitment of fellows: fellowships may be staggered depending on the time for recruitment and matching of fellow. 

· Program implementation assessment and summary of lessons learned.

[bookmark: _Toc517440560]A.5. Performance Indicators



The project should monitor and report on performance indicators that are specific, measurable, achievable, reasonable, and time-bound.  Establish, where possible, performance baseline data and expected performance targets for each expected result, and include details on what sources of data will be used to document performance, how the indicators will be measured, frequency of measurement, and units of measure.  Indicators should also allow for disaggregation by key variables such as tracking the level of engagement of U.S. and international companies in all relevant indicators as well as gender disaggregation, as applicable.  Indicators should reflect key project outputs or outcomes that reflect on the primary goals or objectives of the project and that the implementer can collect with high quality data. 

The implementer will be responsible for semi-annual reporting on each performance indicator included in the cooperative agreement as well as analysis of progress or impediments to reach indicator targets.  Indicators should be chosen or crafted carefully to reflect the key outcomes or outputs that reflect project performance.  The State Department, per policy, assesses the quality of data reported by grant recipients as part of the award activities, therefore applicants should be aware that recipients will be engaged in data quality assessments. 



Indicators and their disaggregates proposed below may be included in submitted proposals.  Additional indicators, or edited version of the indicators below, may also be proposed.  Potential indicators for this project could include:

· Number of people trained in air quality management, improvement, or related issues supported by USG assistance.

· Number of institutions with improved capacity to assess or address air quality issues supported by USG assistance.

· Number of laws, policies, regulations, or standards addressing air quality management or improvement formally proposed, adopted, or implemented supported by USG assistance.

· Amount of investment mobilized (in USD) for air quality management, improvement, or related issues with support from USG assistance.

· Number of days of USG funded technical assistance in air quality management, improvement, or related issues provided to counterparts or stakeholders.

· Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) emissions, estimated in metric kilotons (kt) per year, reduced or avoided as supported by USG assistance.

· Ozone precursor (NOx, VOCs, and CO) emissions, estimated in metric kilotons (kt) per year, reduced or avoided as supported by USG assistance.



[bookmark: _Toc517440561]A.6. Substantial Involvement 


A cooperative agreement differs from a grant in the area of the substantial involvement of key persons from the funding organization.  For this cooperative agreement, it is anticipated the Department of State will be substantially involved in the following areas at a minimum:

1. Participating in the recruitment and placement of Fellows;

2. Assistance in identifying foreign government interest in hosting Fellows within a relevant department, agency, or other governmental institution;

3. Advising, reviewing, and approving final workplans of Fellows;

4. Coordinating with the Recipient organization in making in-country arrangements such as housing, transportation, etc.

[bookmark: _Toc517440562]Section B.	Federal Award Information

[bookmark: _Toc517440563][bookmark: _Toc217116376][bookmark: _Toc217270651]B1.  Available Funding 



Overall grant-making authority for this project is contained in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended.  OES expects funding available for a single award of up to $493,827 USD.  The period of performance will be approximately 36 months.  Depending on the quality of performance and other factors, OES may consider additional supplemental funding to continue activities and extend the period of performance, if funds are available and OES and the Recipient mutually agree.  Eligible competitive proposals not funded with FY 17 funding may be considered for future support if additional funds are made available.

Summary of Award Information 

		Type of Award:

		Cooperative Agreement



		Fiscal Year Funds

		FY 2017 



		Approximate Total Funding:

		$493,827



		Approximate Number of Awards:

		1



		Anticipated Award Date:

		September 2018



		Anticipated Project Completion Date:

		September 2021







Timeline for Award Adjudication

		Deadline for Applications:

		August 2, 2018



		Notification of Project Approval/Disapproval and Cooperative Agreement Signing:

		September 2018





[bookmark: _Toc217116377][bookmark: _Toc217270652]

[bookmark: _Toc517440564]B2.  Award Management



[bookmark: _Toc217116378][bookmark: _Toc217270653]The successful applicant awarded under this NOFO will need to routinely collaborate with the U.S. Department of State. 

The Recipient must ensure that all funds are used in a manner consistent with U.S. Government laws on the use of foreign assistance funds, including any applicable restrictions on funding.

[bookmark: _Toc517440565]Section C.  	Eligibility Information 

[bookmark: _Toc217116379][bookmark: _Toc217270654][bookmark: _Toc517440566]C1.  Eligible Applicants



Eligibility is limited to U.S. non-profit/nongovernmental organizations subject to section 501 (c) (3) of the U.S. tax code, for-profit organizations, foreign non-profit organizations, educational institutions, and public international organizations.  



Technically eligible submissions are those which: 1) arrive electronically to www.grants.gov or https://mygrants.service-now.com by the designated deadline; 2) have heeded all instructions contained in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), including length and completeness of submission; and 3) do not violate any of the guidelines stated in the solicitation and this document.

[bookmark: _Toc517440567]C2. Cost Share



Cost share is not required for this application. 

[bookmark: _Toc217116381][bookmark: _Toc217270656][bookmark: _Toc517440568]Section D. 	Application and Submission Information

[bookmark: _Toc517440569]D1.  Address to request Application Package



Please read carefully the entire announcement and follow the guidelines below before sending inquiries or submitting proposals.  



[bookmark: _Toc217116383][bookmark: _Toc217270658]Once the NOFO deadline has passed, OES staff may not discuss this competition with an applicant until the proposal review process has been completed.

[bookmark: _Toc517440570]D2.  Content and Form of Application Submission



Any prospective applicant who has questions concerning the contents of this NOFO should submit them by email to Kate Weber (WeberKP@state.gov).  Please refer to the funding opportunity number.  Any updates about this NOFO will also be posted on www.grants.gov and SAMS Domestic.

Applicants must include the following in the proposal submission.  All submissions must be in English.   

1. Table of Contents that lists application contents and attachments (if any);

2. Completed and signed SF-424, SF-424A and SF424B, as directed on Grants.gov and SAMS Domestic.  The Certifications and Assurances that your organization is agreeing to in signing the 424 are available at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/sf-424-mandatory-family.html ; 

3. If your organization engages in lobbying activities, a Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL) form is required; and

4. Letter of Institutional Support to indicate that your organization’s leadership is providing their support of the application (see Appendix 1).


An important part of the application is the Proposal Narrative.  The Proposal Narrative, which shall not exceed twelve pages (single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font in Microsoft Word, at least one-inch margins), should be organized using the following section headings: Executive Summary, Organizational Capacity and Past Performance, Program Strategy, Performance Monitoring and Evaluation, Communications and Outreach Plan, and Management Plan.  CVs, budget components and the SF-424s do not count as part of the 12 page limit.  Proposal Narratives of more than 12 pages will be excluded from consideration.  The point value shown for each section indicates its relative importance in the application review process.  Please see Section E for more information.  Evaluation values are based on six narrative components and two budget components.  

Narrative Components

1.  Executive Summary (5 points)



This section should be a succinct summary (not to exceed one page) containing information that the applicant believes best represents its proposed program and includes: Title of Project, the name and contact information for the project’s main point of contact; program length (dates/duration); total funding requested (indicate any sub-awards proposed); project’s goals, primary objectives and expected results (highlighting any aspects of innovation, sustainability and impact of the project); list of developing countries that may benefit from this grant; involvement or use of any NGOs or civil society organizations; and a one-paragraph program description.



Countries of implementation are those countries or participants from countries that may receive financial or technical support as a result of this project.  We expect applicants/proposals to suggest/outline all potential countries in which they intend to implement activities.  Countries that may be eligible for funding under this award include: Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Macedonia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Philippines, South Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uganda, and Vietnam.



Additional countries may be restricted during the lifetime of this agreement, so the DOS Grants Officer Representative assigned to your award must be contacted before beginning work in or benefitting a country that is not explicitly mentioned in the agreement.



2.  Organizational Capacity and Past Performance (20 points)



This section of the application provides information about the applicant organization.  It provides evidence that the applicant has the ability to successfully carry out the program activities of the agreement.



· Provide a description of the applicant organization – including its general purpose, goals, annual budget (including funding sources), and major past and current activities and projects undertaken.



· Discuss the applicant organization’s experience with  environmental, health, and/or sustainable development issues, including:

· Experience working on international, national or subnational air quality management plans or strategies;

· Established networks and experience working with U.S. air quality experts, as well as with developing country air quality management and environmental health institutions;

· Experience with the key elements of air quality management, including monitoring, emissions inventories, health-based standards, public communication, regulations, and/or enforcement; and/or

· Experience with deployment of air pollution emissions reduction technologies.

· Experience in management and oversight of fellowships (or other programs) designed to help governments advance public policy goals, such as improving air quality; 



· As an attachment (which does not count as part of the 12 pages), please provide at least three past performance references which describe any contracts, grants, cooperative agreements which the applicant organization has implemented involving similar or related programs of this size over the past three years.  Include information on any experience the applicant organization has with managing or contributing to advance government goals to improve air quality, as well as experience with program management (management of fellowship programs is preferred, but not required).  Please provide the reference in an attachment and include the following information: name and address of the organization for which the work was performed; current telephone number and email address of responsible representative from the organization for which the work was performed; contract/grant name and number (if any), annual amount received for each of the last three years and beginning and end dates; brief description of the project/assistance activity and key project accomplishments/results achieved to date. You may provide up to one past performance references from a sub-implementer, and the other two references must be from the prime applicant organization.



3.  Program Strategy (25 points)

· Propose a clear and realistic implementation plan to significantly address all Program Goals in Section A2.  This should include an introduction and rationale of the proposal, describing the problem and how the project addresses the problem, as well as project goals, objectives and expected results and any aspects of innovation, sustainability and impact of the project.  



· The proposal should further outline the expected and achievable results for the project which could include suggestions in Section A.3.  It should also outline the relevant and appropriate Main Activities to accomplish the goals and expected results, which could include those found in Section A4.  Specifically, the proposal must contain indicative examples of target companies and jurisdictions and an indicative outreach plan.  Explain the assumptions on which the success of the project depends, and the involvement of other stakeholders.  



· In table format, please present a brief, one- to two-page work plan matrix (which does count as part of the 12 pages), with a timeline including target dates for activities for the life of the agreement, which reflects the overall program approach, and objectives.  The following timeline below is provided as an example for semiannual (SA) periods.  SA1 is October-March, and SA2 is April-September.



		Primary Activities, Deliverables, and/or Milestones

		FY19 SA1

		FY19 SA2

		FY20 SA1

		FY20 SA2



		Project Monitoring Plan (may be requested within 90 days after the start of the activity)

		X

		

		

		



		Activity 1.1

		X

		X

		X

		X



		Activity 1.2

		

		X

		X

		X



		Activity 2.1

		

		

		

		X



		Etc.

		

		

		

		









4.  Performance Monitoring and Evaluation (15 points)



Proposals must include a detailed plan on how the project’s impact and effectiveness will be monitored and evaluated throughout the project.  Successful monitoring and evaluation depend on: 

· Setting short-term and long-term goals that are clear, attainable, measurable, and placed in a reasonable time frame; 

· Linking program activities to stated goals; and

· Developing performance indicators that are quantifiable, have realistic targets, and are categorized into outputs or outcomes.  The recipient will be required to report to OES on progress made towards indicator targets.  



OES recommends that applicants describe the methodology and data collection strategies (e.g., surveys, interviews, focus groups), as well as a timeline for the monitoring process.  OES expects the grantee to track participants or partners as appropriate and be able to respond to key evaluation questions, including satisfaction with the program/training, information learned as a result of the program/training, and changes in behavior as a result of the program.  

Grantees will be required to provide an analysis and summary of their evaluation findings in their regular program reports to the Bureau.  For the purposes of substantiation, recipients shall maintain supporting documentation for all financial expenditures, project activities, and pertinent achievements as reported in the recipients’ performance and financial reports.  Agreement file materials, including substantiating documentation, shall be retained for a minimum of three years from the submission date of the final progress and financial report (Final Report).

Proposals should discuss how progress towards the expected results will be measured, as outlined by the Performance Indicators in Section A.5.  Identify which performance indicators will be measured and how data on these indicators will be collected, analyzed, and used for program management.  Present indicators linked to specific project objectives in table format and include source of data and proposed frequency of collection, which should be no less than semi-annually.  Applicant should set associated targets for the indicators that it proposes to achieve.  Include an explanation of how data and information will be collected, analyzed and used, and how baseline measurements will be established.  The Performance Monitoring and Evaluation section must include a Results Framework that aligns with the objectives of the project outlined in Section A.2.



Applicants must fill out this table and insert it into the proposal document (rows may be deleted for those indicators that do not pertain to the grant project).  Additional non-DOS outcomes or indicators may be added by adding rows to the chart.  All selected and added outcomes and indicators will be required to be reported upon, in keeping with the programmatic reporting due dates to be determined under the final agreement.



		Indicators

		Related Activities

		Semiannual Targets

Add columns for all semiannual periods under the task order

		Cumulative

Total Target



		List indicators relevant to the project 

		Describe related  activity(ies) that contribute to these results

		FY19 SA1

		FY19 SA2

		FY20 SA1

		FY20 SA2

		FY21 SA1

		FY21 SA2

		



		Number of people trained in air quality management, improvement, or related issues supported by USG assistance

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Number of institutions with improved capacity to assess or address air quality issues supported by USG assistance

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Number of laws, policies, regulations, or standards addressing air quality management or improvement formally proposed, adopted, or implemented supported by USG assistance

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Amount of investment mobilized (in USD) for air quality management, improvement, or related issues with support from USG assistance

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Number of days of USG funded technical assistance in air quality management, improvement, or related issues provided to counterparts or stakeholders

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) emissions, estimated in metric kilotons (kt) per year, reduced or avoided as supported by USG assistance.

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Ozone precursor (NOx, VOCs, and CO) emissions, estimated in metric kilotonnes (kt) per year, reduced or avoided as supported by USG assistance.

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		(Add rows for additional indicators or delete rows for fewer indicators)









5. Communications and Outreach Plan (10 points)



· Discuss how project assessment information, results, and success stories will be collected and disseminated throughout the life of the project. 

· Discuss how project activities will be communicated to stakeholders to encourage continued engagement with the project.

· Identify primary channels of communication, key communication platforms, primary and secondary audiences, and communications products.

· Discuss how project activities will be coordinated between the Fellows, the Recipient organization, U.S. government, host government, and other stakeholders.



6.  Management Plan (5 points)



· Describe the proposed management structure for this project and provide a project organizational chart in the attachments.  Include in the narrative a description of the responsibilities of all principal organizations and staff involved, reporting relationships, authority and lines of communication within and between each of these organizations. 



· Include job descriptions and CVs of key staff (Project Director and lead technical personnel) as attachments (do not count as part of the 12-page limit), which demonstrate that the proposed key staff are consistent with the requirements and needs of the project.  Note the location where key staff will be based.  



· The project should have a designated Project Director who will be expected to have lead responsibility for communicating with OES.  The Project Director position requires significant managerial experience and prior leadership roles for activities of similar complexity.  The overall team of key staff must have experience in air quality management at the national and sub-national level, including international experience in Asia and the Pacific, Latin America, Africa, and/or the Balkans.  All key staff must be fluent in English.



Budget Components

a. Summary Budget in USD, in Excel, printable on letter-sized paper, using the format in the provided Excel Budget Template;

b. Detailed Budget in USD in Excel, printable on letter-sized paper, using the format in the provided Excel Budget Template; 

1) The budget should be for the entire project period.  Successful applicants may be asked to provide a year-by-year budget after the award is signed;  

2) All sub-award costs should be listed under Line F, “Contractual,” and should also be broken out and organized according to the subcategories.  All sub-awardees must be organizations with unique entity identifier (DUNS) numbers (certain exceptions apply).  Individual contractors should also be listed under Line F, and should each be listed separately from sub-grantee line items.

c. Budget Narrative (not to exceed 10 pages) that includes an explanation for each line item in the spreadsheet, as well as the source and description of all cost share offered;

d. If your organization has a negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA) and includes NICRA charges in the budget, include your latest NICRA as a pdf file; and

e. A PDF file copy of your organization’s most recent program (A-133 /2 CFR 200) audit, if applicable.  If not, please include a copy of your most recent independent audit, if available. 

Before grants are awarded, the Bureau reserves the right to reduce, revise, or increase proposal budgets in accordance with the Bureau’s program needs and availability of funds.

The Budget Components will be evaluated using the following criteria:

1.  Budget Appropriateness (10 points)



· Budgeted items are necessary to the achievement of the goals and activities as presented in the proposal.



2.  Cost-effectiveness (10 points) 

· Proposals keep estimated overhead and administrative costs as low as possible and have proposed expenditures that are reasonable, allowable, and allocable to the proposed project activities and reflect the applicant’s understanding of the allowable cost principles established by Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in 2 CFR 200.  Amount of funding contributed by the applicant, sub-awardees, and other partners shows a commitment to the success of the project. 



· As per Section C2 cost-share is not required, however, should applicants incorporate cost-share,  this can be achieved through leveraging existing projects, partnering, and/or providing in-kind goods and services. 

[bookmark: _Toc517440571]D3.  Unique Entity Identifier (DUNS) and System for Award Management (SAM)



Each applicant (unless the applicant is an individual or Federal awarding agency that is excepted from those requirements under 2 CFR §25.110(b) or (c), or has an exception approved by the Federal awarding agency under 2 CFR §25.110(d)) is required to: (i) Be registered in SAM before submitting its application; (ii) provide a valid unique entity identifier in its application; and (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency.  The Federal awarding agency may not make a Federal award to an applicant until the applicant has complied with all applicable unique entity identifier and SAM requirements and, if an applicant has not fully complied with the requirements by the time the Federal awarding agency is ready to make a Federal award, the Federal awarding agency may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive a Federal award and use that determination as a basis for making a Federal award to another applicant.

In addition, if the organization plans to sub-contract or sub-grant any of the funds under an award, those sub-awardees must also have a unique entity identifier (DUNS) number.  (Certain exceptions apply)



[bookmark: _Toc217116384][bookmark: _Toc217270659][bookmark: _Toc517440572]D4.  Submission Dates and Times



Applicants are urged to begin the application process well before the submission deadline.  No exceptions will be made for organizations that have not completed the necessary steps.  All applications must be submitted by 11:59pm Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on August 2, 2018.  Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.

[bookmark: _Toc496620020][bookmark: _Toc517440573][bookmark: _Toc217116385][bookmark: _Toc217270660]D5.  Funding Restrictions



Applicants should note that construction is not an allowable activity and Federal awards will not allow reimbursement of pre-Federal award costs.

[bookmark: _Toc517440574]D6.  Other Submission Requirements


The Department of State requires proposals be submitted electronically through Grants.gov (www.grants.gov) or SAMS Domestic (https://mygrants.service-now.com).

Organizations new to Grants.gov and SAMS Domestic:  In order to register to use grants.gov and SAMS Domestic, an organization must complete a number of steps, which include those registration requirements listed in D3.  Completing all of these steps can take up to 4 weeks, especially for an international organization.  Additionally, SAMS Domestic requires multi-factor authentication.

[bookmark: _Toc217116386][bookmark: _Toc217270661][bookmark: _Toc517440575]Section E.	Application Review Information

[bookmark: _Toc517440576][bookmark: _Toc217116387][bookmark: _Toc217270662]E1.  Criteria 



Each application will be evaluated and scored on the six part Proposal Components and the two part Budget Components using a 100 point scale by a peer review committee of Department of State and other experts.  

Proposal Narrative: The committee will score each of the six sections of the Proposal Narrative based on how completely they address the bulleted points described in the Proposal Narrative Guidance in Section D2.  The importance of each section is indicated by the maximum score as follows:

· Executive Summary – 5 points

· Organization Capacity and Past Performance – 20 points

· Program Strategy – 25 points

· Performance Monitoring and Evaluation – 15 points

· Communications and Outreach Plan – 10 points

· Management Plan – 5 points


Budget: The committee will also review the budget components in Section D2 in order to assign up to 20 points for the overall program budget and cost-effectiveness.  Budget notes should illuminate details regarding necessary costs to inform the ratings below for Budget Appropriateness and Cost Effectiveness.  Importantly, proposals should keep estimated overhead and administrative costs as low as possible and have proposed expenditures that are reasonable, allowable, and allocable to the proposed project activities and reflect the applicant’s understanding of the allowable cost principles established by Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in 2 CFR 200.

· Budget Appropriateness – 10 points

· Cost-effectiveness  – 10 points 



[bookmark: _Toc517440577]E2.  Review and Selection Process



Applications will be reviewed by a panel convened by the program office.  The applications will be scored based on the strengths and weaknesses of the aforementioned criteria and response to the NOFO.

[bookmark: _Toc517440578]Section F.	 Federal Award Administration Information

[bookmark: _Toc217116389][bookmark: _Toc217270664][bookmark: _Toc517440579]F1.  Federal Award Notices



[bookmark: _Toc217116390][bookmark: _Toc217270665]The award shall be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer.  The Grants Officer is the Government official delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements.  The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the Recipient electronically through SAMS Domestic.  Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing.

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the Government, nor does it commit the Government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals.  Further, the Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

[bookmark: _Toc517440580]F2.  Administrative and National Policy Requirements



[bookmark: _Toc217116391][bookmark: _Toc217270666]Prior to submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award to ensure that they will be able to comply.  These include 2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, as well as the certifications and assurances and the Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions, all of which are available through the State Department’s procurement website at:  https://www.state.gov/m/a/ope/index.htm 

Applicants should plan to coordinate with OES throughout the course of the agreement to ensure assistance is provided only to eligible participants. 

Banking Requirements

If the award is approved, payments will be made through the online Payment Management System (PMS).  Please consult with OES regarding how to proceed with PMS registration. 

[bookmark: _Toc517440581]F3.  Reporting 



The Recipient, at a minimum, shall provide OES with the following reports (please note that all data collected, including survey responses and contact information, must be maintained for a minimum of three years and provided to the Bureau upon request):  

Financial Reports

The Recipient is required to submit quarterly financial reports throughout the project period, using the Federal Financial Report form SF 425, as well as forms suggested by the Grants Officer Representative.  If payment is made through the Payment Management System, all financial reports must be submitted electronically through the Payment Management System.  The grantee is also required to upload to SAMS domestic a pdf version of all financial reports (Federal Financial report) they have submitted in the Payment Management System.  Form FFR (SF-425) can be found on Department of State’s website here: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/post-award-reporting-forms.html#sortby=1.  

Financial reports are due 30 days after the end of each quarter. 

Progress Reporting

The awardee is required to upload all progress reports to the award file in SAMS domestic.  Progress reports must be submitted semi-annually.  Awardees must submit Page 1 of the Performance Progress Report (Form SF-PPR), signed, and completed as a cover page to progress reports, which should be compiled according to the objectives, outcomes, and outputs of the project as outlined in the statement of work below, consistent with the project proposal and monitoring and evaluation and sustainability plans.  Reports should also include an update on expenditures during the semiannual period.  Progress reports will include: 

                                                                                                          

1. Significant activities of the period and how activities reflect progress toward achieving goals;

1. Evaluation of progress on goals/objectives with quantitative and qualitative data, as appropriate;

1. Any problems/challenges in implementing the project and a corrective action plan;

1. Evaluation of accomplishments with quantifiable information on goals and objectives to date as available, including reporting on agreed-upon indicators;

1. An update on expenditures during the reporting period; and

1. Supporting documentation or products related to project activities (such as surveys, travel, etc.).



Semi-annual progress reports should also reflect the awardee’s continued focus on measuring the project’s impact on the overarching goals or problems the project set out to address.  An assessment of the overall project impact, as appropriate, should be included in each semiannual project report.

Progress reports are due 30 days after the end of each semiannual period; Semiannual 1(SA1) is due April 30 covering the period October-March, and SA2 is due October 30 covering the period April-September. 

Final Report

The final report will be due no later than 90 days after completion or termination of all project activities.  The Final Report shall include the following elements: executive summary, successes, outcomes, best practices, how the project will be sustained, and a final financial report.

[bookmark: _Toc517440582]Section G.	Agency Contact


Any prospective applicant who has questions concerning the contents of this NOFO should email them to Kate Weber (WeberKP@state.gov).

Note that once the Request for Proposals deadline has passed State Department staff in Washington, DC and overseas at U.S. Embassies/Missions may not discuss this competition with applicants until the review process has been completed.

[bookmark: _Toc517440583]Section H.  	Other Information

[bookmark: _Toc496620031][bookmark: _Toc517440584]H1.  Conflict of Interest

In accordance with applicable Federal awarding agency policy, applicants must disclose in writing any potential conflict of interest to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity.

[bookmark: _Toc517440585]H2.  Applicant Vetting


Applicants are advised that proposals will be evaluated against the potential risk that federal funds may inadvertently be passed to the wrong hands and that funds may benefit terrorists groups or their supporters.  Applicants may be asked to submit information required by DS Form 4184, Risk Analysis Information (attached to this solicitation), about their company and its principal personnel.  Vetting information is also required for all sub-award performance on assistance awards identified by DOS as presenting a risk of terrorist financing.  When vetting information is requested by the Grants Officer, information may be submitted on the secure web portal at: https://ramportal.state.gov, via Email to RAM@state.gov, or hardcopy to the Grants Officer  



Questions about the form may be emailed to RAM@state.gov.  Failure to submit information when requested, or failure to pass vetting may be grounds for rejecting your proposal.

[bookmark: _Toc517440586]H3.  Marking Policy


Applicants are advised that recipients and sub-recipients of Federal assistance awards are subject to the State Department’s Marking Policy.  More information on this policy can be found on: https://www.state.gov/m/a/ope/index.htm

[bookmark: _Toc442189029][bookmark: _Toc450305324][bookmark: _Toc517440587]H4.  Evaluation Policy


Applicants are advised that recipients and sub-recipients of Federal assistance awards are subject to the Department of State Evaluation Policy.  More information on this policy can be found here: http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/rls/evaluation/2015/236970.htm Further, recipient organizations are encouraged to conduct their own and/or independent evaluations on their Department of State funded programs to assess performance and outcomes.  



[bookmark: _Toc450305325][bookmark: _Toc517440588]H5.  Monitoring Site Visits


A monitoring site visit, at least once during the lifetime of a grant, is required by Department of State grant policy.  The site visit is conducted to gather additional information on the recipient’s ability to properly implement the project, manage OES funds, and share substantiating document for programmatic, indicator, and financial reporting.  Specifically, the site visit will involve the review of the programmatic progress (progress on activities, sub-recipient/consultant work, data quality, etc.) as well as administrative and financial management and controls.






APPENDIX 1 – SAMPLE: LETTER OF INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT



Bureau of Oceans, and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES)

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street, NW

[bookmark: _Toc447192049][bookmark: _Toc447194393][bookmark: _Toc450303479][bookmark: _Toc450305326]Washington, D.C. 20520



 [Applicant Institution Letterhead]



Date:



[Name of higher executive supportive of the proposal submission}

Street Address

State and zip code





Attention: 	Maria Urbina

Bureau of Oceans, Environmental and International Affairs

U.S. Department of State





RE: Letter of support for Request for Applications # xxx 





The name of the applicant institution is happy to endorse the proposal’s entitled “XXXXXXX” in response to the NOFO# entitled XXXXXXX.  Our organization has been working in this area for the last X years and have developed extensive expertise in selected countries/region.  (If you have established a long standing contacts describe those and briefly explain why you are interested in committing your organizational resources such as staffing and in-kind contribution in support of the NOFO goals.).



If your program intends to engage in collaborative efforts through sub-awards, please explain the rationale and your institution’s objective for sub-awarding funds to local organizations.  If you know the local institutions please indicate if relevant that you have worked with relevant staff and explain the areas of collaborative work if relevant.

 

Sincerely, 





[Sr. officer of the institution] 

Signature of President or

Executive Office






 FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY AT Department of State



   Reviewed by:  ____________________________________________________________________

   Date:  __________________________________________________________________________

   Comments:
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