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Lesson Eleven
God Provided a Kinsman-Redeemer

Scripture
Ruth

Deuteronomy 25:5–6
Leviticus 25:25

Bible Truth
Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law, 
trusted and obeyed God. She 
married Boaz, her kinsman-
redeemer. Their son, Obed, was 
the grand father of King David 
and an ancestor of Jesus Christ.

Lesson Aims
•  To discover that God used  

ordinary people to carry out  
his redemptive plan.

•  To understand the  significance 
of the  kinsman-redeemer.

•  To trust that God is in control 
and at work in the ups and 
downs of our lives.

Memory Work 
But Ruth said, “Do not urge 
me to leave you or to return 
from following you. For where 
you go I will go, and where you 
lodge I will lodge. Your people 
shall be my people, and your 
God my God.”
Ruth 1:16

Tucked between the Old Testament books of Judges and 1 Samuel is 
the small book of Ruth, which tells the story of one family from the town 
of Bethlehem in Judah during the time of the judges. This family remained 
faithful to the Lord during the days when there was much  disobedience  
and disorder.

Because there was famine in Judah, Elimelech, his wife, Naomi, and 
their two sons left Bethlehem and moved to Moab to find food. Elimelech 
died, the sons married Moabite women, and then both sons died. When 
grieving Naomi learned that food was again available in Judah, she decided 
to return to Bethlehem. Her daughter-in-law Ruth insisted on going with 
her, remarkably and loyally declaring, “Your people shall be my people, and 
your God my God.” 

The rest of this story is filled with drama, intrigue, and romance, but it 
also shows God’s providence in the lives of his people. God worked through 
life tragedies to place Naomi and Ruth where he wanted them—poor wid-
ows in Bethlehem. According to God’s law landowners were to let poor 
people glean grain the harvesters dropped in the fields and grapes the pick-
ers left on the vine (Leviticus 19:9–10). In God’s providence when Ruth 
exercised her right to glean grain in the fields, she chose one owned by 
Boaz, a close relative of Elimelech, her deceased father-in-law. Naomi knew 
of the law concerning the responsibility of a kinsman-redeemer to buy land 
of a poor relative in order to keep the land in the family, as well as of the 
Old Testament marriage practice of marrying a close relative to keep the 
family line alive. Boaz and Ruth soon married and had a son named Obed. 
This story is one of ordinary people doing ordinary things, experiencing 
both tragic and joyful events, with God guiding them every step of the way. 

Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz each exhibited faith in God and obedience to 
his law. While describing her life as bitter, Naomi still recognized the Lord’s 
hand in her circumstances. Ruth is a beautiful example of God’s grace. The 
Lord plucked her out of a pagan culture and gave her faith so that she could 
experience the blessing of Abraham—a foretaste of the gospel going to  
all nations. Boaz, a man of character and integrity, carefully followed  
God’s law although it could have meant losing Ruth, for whom he had 
growing affection.

Ruth’s story also proved to be an important part of the history of our 
redemption. Ruth and Boaz’s son, Obed, became the father of Jesse, who 
became the father of King David. And many generations later—in this same 
family line in the same town of Bethlehem—King Jesus was born. As the 
Lord was guiding a family through the joys and trials of life, he was also 
directing history to the day when the Redeemer would come to earth.
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