


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education


Dear Colleagues and Partners,
As my tenure as Deputy Assistant Secretary and Senior Advisor for the Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA) comes to a close, I want to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to each one of you. It has truly been an honor and privilege to serve alongside such dedicated professionals, all united by our commitment to the success and well-being of students—especially English learners and their families.

The Secretary of Education’s recent decision to redelegate OELA’s programs and duties to offices within the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) will help ensure that these students receive the integrated support they need across all aspects of learning. 
Assistant Secretary Kirsten Baesler’s leadership has underscored the importance of embedding English language acquisition across core priorities such as literacy, academic content, educator preparation, and accountability. 

I am proud of the progress we have made and am confident that the alignment of our work with other OESE grant programs will continue to help improve outcomes for English learners.
As these transitions unfold, the National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition (NCELA) will continue to serve you with resources and information.

Thank you again for your dedication, collaboration, and relentless pursuit of excellence on behalf of English learners.  I am deeply appreciative of the opportunity to have worked with you.  I will continue to work at the Department of Education in a new role as Executive Director in the Office of Higher Education Programs, Office of Postsecondary Education. 

For any questions regarding NAM please contact Julian.Guerrero@ed.gov.  For questions regarding NPD new award opportunities contact Venitia.Richardson@ed.gov.  For questions on Title III, part A, please contact Patrick.Rooney@ed.gov.  For questions regarding existing NAM and NPD grants or NCELA, please contact Benjamin.Starr@ed.gov.

With gratitude and warmest regards,



Beatriz Ceja  
Former Deputy Assistant Secretary and Senior Advisor, OELA
Executive Director, Higher Education Programs
Office of Postsecondary Education



Our mission is to foster educational excellence for English learners and prepare newcomer and multilingual students for global 
competitiveness, by promoting linguistic and cultural diversity through equitable access to supportive learning environments.
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