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DISTRICT 4L4 LIONS 
TRAINING

Student Speaker Training

https://www.district4l4.org/


THANK YOU for 
accepting the role 
of the Student 
Speaker Contest 
Chair 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE! 

WE SERVE
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Meeting Norms 

● Stay on Mute unless you have a 
question or comment

● Questions can be asked by un muting or 
typing in the chat at any time during the 
presentation

● Support each other by actively listening 
and staying engaged



Introductions
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Years of 
Service

Club
Name

Name

Have you 
chaired a 
Student 
Speaker 
Contest 
Before?



District 4L4
 Governor 
Craig Durand 

Student Speaker Chair
 Lynda Durand

Garden Grove Host 
Lions Club



aaBody Copy Excepteur sint 
occaecat cupidatat non proident, 
sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt 
mollit anim id est laborum.

District Wide 
Service  
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2023 
Student Speaker 

Contest Topic

“Social Media: 
Connects us or 
Isolates us?” 



Resources for the 
Student Speaker 

contest can be found 
at the MD4lions.org

Click Here

https://md4lions.org/


https://studentspeakersfoundation.org/
https://studentspeakersfoundation.org/


  This year the  
Student Speaker 
Foundation 
Awards 
Scholarships 
totalling

$103,500
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Club Contest  (Club pays)
$100.00 to winner 
$25.00 to each finalist who
completes minimum time 
requirement

Zone Contest  (District pays)
$150.00 to winner only

 
Awards for Students

WE SERVE

Region Contest
$250.00 to winner only
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District Contests (15)
$4500.00 scholarship 

 Area Contests  (4)
$6500.00 scholarship 

MD-4 Final Contest (1)
$10,000.00 scholarship 

 
Awards for Students

WE SERVE



Student Speaker Foundation 
Board of Directors



discussion P

CA Lions 
Clubs
MD4
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L4

md4lions.org

https://md4lions.org/
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● To provide an opportunity for competitive public speaking among 
students on a subject of vital interest to the contestants and to the 
American people as a whole.

● To stimulate self-expression and independent thinking.
● To present to the public through the student speakers contests the 

problems surrounding the maintenance of this commonwealth as a free 
nation.

● To consider the means at our disposal of meeting the present and 
future world problems.

 
Student Speaker Contest Purpose 
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The Student Speakers Contest 
Handbook 

Everything you need to know, to hold a 
successful contest is in the Handbook.  
 Make sure you have the CURRENT Handbook 
and read it thoroughly! 
Find the current Handbook here

https://md4lions.org/student-speakers-contest


aa A,

  How do we recruit Student 
Speakers? 

● All Students Grade 9-12 residing in 
MD4 

● Foriegn Exchange Students
● All High Schools, Jr. High Schools 
● Charter, Private and Independent 

Study
● Home School Students

16

6 No more than six student speakers 
for club level contests.  3-5 is 
recommended
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● Begin with your Leo Club, if you have one.
● Contact principal at school(s)

○ Get on agenda at Principal’s meeting
● May be more effective talking directly with:

○ Speech teachers
○ English teachers
○ Debate coaches
○ Mock Trial coaches
○ International Baccalaureate (IB) Coordinators
○ Drama teachers
○ Students themselves

 
 Student Speaker Recruitment Ideas
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Networking for Student Speakers
●  Once you have established school contact(s) give Handbook to 

participating teachers and coaches

● Virtual Handbook and all of the resources are  available online 

at  http://studentspeaker.md4lions.org 

● Make certain you exchange phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses and keep in contact.

● Eventually you will need contacts for students who are 
participating.

 

http://www.studentspeaker.md4lions.org/


Contest Judges cannot be Lions, Leos or related 
to Lions or Leos in any way! 

Student Speaker Contest 
JUDGES
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No same 
contestant 

to be 
judged 2 
times by 
the same 

judge

No competing 
HS 

Faculty 
Members

Lion Spouses 
or 
Partners 
or family 
members

Lions or 
Leos
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Recruit Contest Judges Early! 
Seek prominent citizens with Public speaking experience 
such as:
● Toastmasters
● Public officials
● Teachers/College professors
● Attorneys/Judges
● Persons who “work” in the “topic field” (Experts)
● Theater, News or TV Actors

 Plan to meet the judges prior to the Contest, keep in contact 
and send them reminders.
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There is a minimum number of judges required for 
each level of the Student Speaker Contest.

Judges contd.

Club, Zone & 
Region Level

District, Area & 
Final Contest

At Least (1) 
alternate judge 

should be selected

21

3 5 1
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Preparation for the Day of the Contest

● Book a room with adequate seating, quiet and private with low traffic etc. 
○ Adequate sound system; speaker may choose to use or not

● Prepare  an  Agenda, there is a good example in the handbook.
● Provide printed agendas at the contest
● Provide water for the speakers
● No food or refreshments need be served 
● If meal or refreshments are to be served,

○ must be done after the contestants are done
○ arrangements should be made to pay for contestants, coaches, judges, 

and others at your discretion.
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Preparation for the Day of the Contest  

● Contest must not be a part of the regular Lions meeting but 
can be done prior to or after a meeting.

● Who to Invite..
○ club members
○ Zone Chair
○ 4L4 District Student Speaker Chair
○ 4L4 District Officers & Cabinet
○ Student Speaker Foundation Board Members
○ Community Members and Dignitaries



Preparation for Students
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Keep in contact with each student
○ Make certain the contestants know the exact date, time and 

location
○  Have them arrive at least 30 minutes early.
○ Encourage them to bring family and/or friends for support
○ Meet with the Student and Parent
○ Make sure they review the rules through 

teacher/coach/website
○ remind each student that he/she cannot use their name or 

identify their school, or other form of identification.
○ Must result in disqualification

 



Remind Students…
● No watches, 

phones or 
electronics

● students cannot 
use their name or 
identify their 
school, or other 
form of 
identification

Lions: Cover or Remove the Clock from the Room! 



Preparation for Judges
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Before the Contest
● Confirm with the  judge
● Mail or Email the Judges with the Judge’s Information & 

Worksheet before the contest.
● Meet with judges right before contest to review rules/scoring 

worksheet
● Ask them to bring a short bio or * share why they volunteered 

to judge the contest!  
*Note: Introductions of Judges are always done after the student 
speakers are finished with their speeches! 

 



Preparation for Judges
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During the Contest
● Judges should be seated at different tables and should 

not speak to the students
● Provide judges with a pencil/pen, scratch paper, 

calculator and clipboard
● Make certain judges fill out the front and sign worksheet 

when finished
● As soon as judge’s sheets are collected, you can start 

with introductions

 



aa
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Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Draw of Speaker Order *
Introductory Remarks (keep it brief, 
sample is in the handbook)
Contest Rules:  Read directly from 
the Handbook and no paraphrasing
Call Speakers (by number)

* A late contestant will not compete if they arrive 
after the draw of speaker order

 

Agenda Sample



discussion P

Contest 
Rules
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PAGE 14-15 IN THE HANDBOOK

MUST BE READ 
AS PRINTED 
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On the Day of the Contest…

● Bring all of the  Student Speakers Contest Materials
○ Handbooks  
○ Judges’ Worksheets (have extra copies available)
○ Timers’ Worksheets
○ Tellers’ Worksheets
○ Students’ & Judges’ Certificates

● Pens and pencils for judges, timers,  and tellers
● Stopwatches or cell phones may be used, but on silent 
● Calculators
● Clipboards
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Instructions to Timers

● Three Timers are recommended 
● The Timers shall submit to the Tellers, in writing an Official 

Timers Worksheet
● The time is recorded in minutes and seconds
● The official time shall be the average of the three timers 

worksheets
● Timing begins when the speaker first speaks, not at the 

conclusion of their salutation to the chair and audience
● NO warning signal shall be given to the contestants by the 

Time keeper or any one. 
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● There must be at least 2 tellers at each contest
● Collect Timers’ Worksheets and average time scores
● Collect Judges’ Worksheets and check their scores for 

accuracy
● Follow instructions on Teller’s Worksheet to determine winner

○ The one who has earned the majority of 1st places (more 
than 50%)  shall be declared the winner.  (Must take into 
account a 2% penalty for every partial minute below 5 
minutes or in excess of 10 minutes)

○ For Tied Speakers follow the instructions on the Tellers 
worksheet

 
Instructions for Tellers
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During the Contest Remember to…

● Call up each speaker by their number  (not by their 
name) 

● If only one speaker is present, he/she must still speak 
and be judged.

● Provide water at podium for each speaker
● Provide a Three-minute “quiet” intermission between 

speakers
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● First Introduce the judges, have them share their 
background and why they chose to participate

● Present them each with certificate printed in a 
professional manner in certificate holder or frame

● Later you can discuss Lionism with them.  Invite 
them to your next meeting. 

● Provide a thank-you note to each of the judges
● Provide judges info on Student Speakers 

Foundation

 
 After the Students Speak



After the Contest
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● Next Introduce each student
● Present a Certificate to each student in a 

professional manner
● Ask Student to share: 

○ Name, school, grade, college interested in 
attending, major and introduce family/coach etc. 
in attendance

 



After the Contest
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● Verify the tellers’ worksheets 
before announcing the results

● Be certain of the Speaker’s 
number before making any 
announcement  of winner 

● Announce the winner ONLY!
○ Present the award
○ Present certificates  to finalists

 



aa

37

In the unfortunate event that a student must be disqualified please 
remember to be oh so kind, respectful and spare EVERYONE, especially the 
speaker any public humiliation or embarrassment.

And remember you are the final decision maker. 
● Allow student to start/continue their speech.
● Meet with Tellers to advise a student has been disqualified.  

Make sure Tellers do not discuss this with anyone
● No public statement of disqualification, to anyone ever. 

Contest Chair 

WE SERVE

 



Final Responsibilities
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● Make sure the Teller’s Worksheet is completed in 
its entirety.

● Send/deliver the Teller’s Worksheet, Judges’ 
Worksheets and Contest winner form to 
Chairperson at next level contest.
○ club to Zone
○ Zone to Region

● Zone & Region Chairs upon receipt of the above 
material, send a copy of the form letter of 
congratulations to that contest winner.

 



Final Responsibilities
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● Provide the contest winner with a Student Speaker 
Contest Handbook before they leave on the day of 
the contest.

● Share the Date of the next level contest with the 
student.

● Remind Students of their obligation to complete the 
contest and arrive to contests on time.  Scheduling 
conflicts are the student’s responsibility to resolve.

 



Final Responsibilities
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● Personally contact your level winner at least one 
week prior to the next contest to make certain that 
they are prepared and know when and where the 
next contest is being held.

● Announce all level contests at your Club meeting 
and in your bulletin.

● Encourage your Lions Club members to attend the 
next level Contests and support your winner.
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● Be Prepared!
● Read the Handbook  from cover to cover one more time!
● Talk to a Lion who has chaired the contest in the past.
● Don’t forget to introduce Lion dignitaries and City Officials if 

they are there (after the judges introduction) 
● If you have any concerns or are in doubt about a decision, 

take your time, confidentially consult with other Lions who 
are experienced with running the contest.

 
Have a Terrific Contest!!
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Lion Lynda Durand
lyndakdurand@gmail.com

 714 260-5736
Garden Grove Host Lions Club

District 4L4
Student Speaker
 Contest Chair 

mailto:lyndakdurand@gmail.com

