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President’s Letter, November 2025 
Mark Wolverton, President 

 

Hello SPE Chicago!                                                                                   

Introducing me: Mark Wolverton, who was 
elected to succeed Paul Calhoon as President.  
Drafted, dragooned, and recycled are also suitable 
verbs!   

I’m happy to serve again.  I may not be as prolific as Paul and will try to 
guide the Section to success.  We had a quiet summer after the golf outing.  I 
hope the Arburg tour [2] is the first of many such events.  Please reach out with 
ideas for technical and social activities!  Though, nominally retired from 
materials Applications Development, I am a PlastiVan educator.  Please let 
me know of your favorite middle or high school to bring “Positive Plastics 
Education” to our youth.  It is only $2,100/day.  For more info on PlastiVan, see 
page 15!  
 

 
 

 Mark Wolverton, President 
M: (630) 240-5110 

mark_wolverton@sbcglobal.net 
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Tour and Presentation at Arburg, Inc. 
Elgin, IL November 13, 2025 

Mark Wolverton 
 

It was a great tour at the Arburg Inc. 
facility in Elgin, IL!    

(https://www.arburg.com/en/us/) 

Twenty-five attendees were 
treated to demonstrations and 
discussions about innovations at 
Arburg.  Two machines were running – 
a hydraulic and electric.  Both are very 
quiet!  Lunch was Fajita Friday!   

Arburg was founded in 1923 as 
a precision machine shop by the Hehl 
family.  It remains a family business!  
Arburg ventured into injection molding 
and machine development in 1954 as 
existing machines were too large for 
over molding corrosion protection for 
flashgun leads.  They were innovating 
and developing micro-molding and 
over molding to protect electrical connectors from corrosion.  Arburg is a 
global enterprise with 37 locations and 3,450 employees.  Arburg has trained 
more than 2,600 apprentices over 80 years.  Daniel Heinzelmann, Technical 
Sales Manager Midwest, described Arburg’s modular approach which 
includes the injection molding machine, robotics, integrated controls which 
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are available separately or in a turnkey manufacturing cell.  Arburg addresses 
sustainability and operations challenges such as rapid response to markets, 
small-lot production and quick training.  Arburg plans to have their 
ALLROUNDER TREND in the USA next year.  It was showcased at K-Show.   

Then, SPE Chicago Section Board member Mitesh Patel presented 
successes in automation completed through the Chicago Innovation & 
Technology Center.  He and his team have completed significant challenges in 
precision and bulk handling.   

 

Thank you to Mitesh Patel for the connection, Kim Rush for 
arrangements, Cam Kuhlman for developing the flyer, and Matt Johnson for 

the electronic notices! 

 

Technical Highlights & Key Takeaways 
Elise Kaisergruber 

 
Our visit to ARBURG’s Midwest Technology 

Center in Elgin, IL provided a concise yet valuable look 
at how starting with a reliable, stable machine platform 
sets manufacturers up for success in today’s 
unpredictable production environment.  The message: 

precision, repeatability, and dependable support remain essential when 
external conditions fluctuate. 

Presenter Daniel Heinzelmann (Territory Manager, Midwest) combined 
German engineering discipline 
with U.S. market experience to 
emphasize the role of process 
stability, control accuracy, and 
responsive service in oƯsetting 
challenges such as volatile resin 
pricing, labor constraints, and 
shifting order volumes.   

Link: Chicago Innovation and Technology Center, LLC – Reimagining the future state 
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ARBURG’s technical team showcased their machine performance, 

including rapid mold changes, troubleshooting strategies, and energy-
monitoring tools.  Their clear explanations and expert handling of technical 
questions added substantial value to the session. 

Mitesh Patel from the Chicago Innovation and Technology Center 
highlighted how automation integrates with injection molding to enhance 
consistency and scalability.  His key point: automation isn’t an add-on - it’s 
the bridge between stable processing, eƯiciency, and future-ready 
manufacturing. 

Our visit to Arburg oƯered a strong blend of engineering insight, 
practical demonstrations, and candid discussions around current industry 
challenges.  Many thanks to Daniel, the ARBURG Elgin team, Mitesh for an 
informative and engaging session, and most importantly: all our fellow SPE 
members who came to learn and get involved! 
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ComEd Facility Assessments 
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Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
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Mar 9th Board meeting   
Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

Mar 9-12th A.N.T.E.C.   
Pittsburgh, PA 

Mar 17-19th P.T.X.P.O.   
Donald E. Stephens Center 

Rosemont, IL 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

  

 

 

 

2026 

 

 

 

          FEBRUARY  

 

 

  

   

   APRIL 

                           MAY 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 
SUN M T W T F SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

JANUARY 
SUN M T W T F SAT 

    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

MARCH 
SUN M T W T F SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

JUNE 
SUN M T W T F SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     

Dec 8th Board meeting  
Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

 

Jan 12th Board meeting   
Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

Jan 15th Networking Social  
Rivers Casino 

3000 S. River Rd. 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 

 
Feb 9th Board meeting  

Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

Feb __ Networking Social  
            Bowling! Date and location TBD! 

2025 

2026 

Apr 13th Board meeting  
Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

 
May 11th Board meeting  

Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

 

Jun 8th Board meeting   
Wyndham Garden Inn, Landmeier Road, Elk Grove Village 

Jun 22nd Golf Outing  
~7:30 AM-5:00 PM 

Seven Bridges Golf Club 
1 Mulligan Dr. 

Woodridge, IL 60517 

 
Volunteer at the SPE         

booth for free 
admission! 

Stay tuned for 
invitations to 

participate and 
sponsor! 

Your board meets on the 2nd Monday of 
each month, 4:30 to 6 pm. 

Feel free to join us! 

Flyer attached at 
bottom of 

newsletter! [18] 
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Note from the Chicago SPE Chapter Councilor 
Len Czuba 

                                         December 6th, 2025 

There are two meaningful updates I would like to share. 

1. SPE Council Meeting Report 
  A Council meeting was held in person in Pittsburgh 
on September 22.  Attendance was strong, and the 
agenda focused on “What is on the minds of the 
Councilors?” Past SPE President Donna Davis, the Councilor from South 
Texas, was elected to lead a new advisory group called the Council 
Leadership Team. 

Councilors expressed concern about the lack of communication 
between Council and SPE Governance (the Executive Committee, now called 
the Board of Directors, and Pat Farrey).  Since 2021, SPE has been operating 
without Council involvement, beginning with the cancellation of the San 
Antonio ANTEC and continuing until the March 2025 meeting in Philadelphia.  
The Board of Directors and SPE staƯ, led by Pat Farrey, have been making 
decisions without Council input.  COVID-19 was cited as the reason for not 
holding Council meetings until ANTEC in Philadelphia earlier this year.  While 
many Councilors feel SPE has been run without representation from Sections 
and Divisions as of late, Councilors raised question of this to SPE Governance 
and are committed to strengthening collaboration between parties going 
forward.  

Concerns included declining membership, the absence of Council 
meetings, the purchase of the French company 3D Natives, and desired 
improvement regarding communication.  The March meeting was scheduled 
after active Councilors requested it prior to ANTEC 2025.  This was the first 
Council meeting in five years, held on Monday of ANTEC 2025 in Philadelphia.  
It was well attended, and Councilors made it clear that we were dissatisfied 
with SPE operating without our input. 

Breakout sessions addressed membership trends, leadership 
development, programming for Sections and Divisions, and other pressing 



P a g e  | 12 
issues.  These discussions reaƯirmed that, while challenges exist, SPE 
Governance is committed to listening and working with Councilors to keep our 
organization strong. 

2. Merger Announcement & Updates 
  The other major news is the announcement I received on October 2nd 
regarding plans to merge SPE into PLASTICS (formerly SPI).  The goal is to 
complete the merger by the end of 2025.  We have been assured that this will 
not change how SPE operates.  I believe this merger has the potential to 
strengthen our industry voice and create new opportunities for members. 

Although the timing of the announcement surprised many of us, I 
understand the need for confidentiality in such matters. What’s most 
important now is that we stay engaged and informed as details are finalized. I 
have faith that SPE Governance will prioritize its members in the ensuing 
decisions and that our Sections and Divisions are ensured to thrive. 

Several meetings have since been held with Division boards and 
leadership groups, but details remain “to be worked out.”  My advice to our 
board is to wait and see what the specifics are and how, if at all, they will 
aƯect our operations.  Although I am apprehensive, I am willing to wait and 
hope we can continue operating as before – perhaps with a stronger 
relationship with our elected Executive Committee (currently the Board of 
Directors).  I also strongly believe governance must recognize that Council 
meetings are essential for open communication between leadership and 
members through their Councilors. 

While we await details, three Plastics News articles have reported on 
the merger and shared perspectives from SPE and PLASTICS leadership.  I am 
providing these for your reference: 

 www.4spe.org/BetterTogether  
 Plastics News articles:  

o https://www.plasticsnews.com/news/spe-plastics-industry-association-mergespe-
becoming-unit-plastics  

o https://www.plasticsnews.com/viewpoint/spe-plastics-industry-
associationmerger-gives-plastics-stronger-unified-voice  

o https://www.plasticsnews.com/news/top-advocate-spe-plastics-
industryassociation-merger-outlines-benefits-union  

 www.4spe.org/MergerQuestions  &  www.4spe.org/MergerAnswers  (updated regularly) 
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Chicago SPE Chapter – Board Roster 
Meet your Board of Directors! 

 
 President  (2025/26)  –  Mark Wolverton 

 Vice President  –  Mitesh Patel  

  Treasurer  –  Chad Sypkens   

 Secretary  –  Kimberly Rush  

 Councilor (2025-2027)  –  Len Czuba 

 Membership  –  Paul  Calhoon 

 Past  President 

 Newsletter  –  Cameron Kuhlman 

 Promotions  –  Elise Kaisergruber 

 Golf  Chair  –  Matt  Johnson  

  Educational  Foundation  –  Kimberly Rush 

  Director  –  Mercedes Landazuri  

   Director  –  Raymond Wyer,  Jr. 

  Director  –  Nick S otos 

  Director  –  Anne Boudreaux 
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Past Meeting & Event Photos 
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PlastiVan 
SPE Chicago’s Greater Purpose: Inspiring Future Plastics Professionals 

 

Inspiring future plastics professionals starts at a young age.  SPE 
Chicago and SPE Chicago Foundation team up to raise money through events 
like Vinyltec to send educators 
into the classroom to teach 
students everything from “where 
we find plastics in our lives 
today” to the “basic chemistry 
and polymer science” involved in 
its development.   

To request the PlastiVan Program or more information contact either 
Mark Richardson at plastivan@4spe.org or Mark Wolverton from SPE 
Chicago at mwolverton@4spe.org.  

This is a great program where educators spend an entire day in either a 
middle school or high school teaching the entire day. The first step in the 
process is an introduction to the school administration, then connecting with 
the teacher and scheduling this S.T.E.M. module into their lesson plans. This 
can sometimes take an entire class year. To sponsor an educator for a day in a 
classroom costs $2100. Thank you for considering this in your 2025 budget 
planning. 

Please consider sponsoring an educator at a school near you. 
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In Memoriam 
Most are aware that Glenn Beall passed in July 2025.  He mentored 

many of us in part design, development and execution through injection 
molding, rotational molding, extrusion, thermoforming and other processes 
related to plastics.  Patsy (his no-so-secret weapon) preceded him.  They are 
missed.   

 

SPE Chicago and SPE Chicago Foundation have joined the campaign to 
endow the Patsy & Glenn Beall Honored Service Member Scholarship.  Please 
see give.4spe.org/PatsyandGlennBeallScholarship for information and a 
link to make your contribution.   
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