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Reaching Rural 
America  for Christ

Immersing in Rural

Please Pray for These 
Important Dates

Jan. 12 - Webinar  
“Teaching the Faith: Youth”  
with Rev. Todd Kollbaum, RSTM 
1–2 p.m. CST

Jan. 21 
Engage the Wandering! event 
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,  
Humboldt, Kan., with the LCMS 
Kansas District  
9 a.m.–3 p.m. CST 

Feb. 4  
Engaging Your Community event  
at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church, Crossville, Tenn., with the 
LCMS Mid-South District  
8 a.m.–3 p.m. CST 

If you have an idea or story for  
Rural Outreach, contact Amy at  
the RSTM office.

Phone: 888-463-5127 
Email: amy.gerdts@lcms.org

Our “Life Together”
• To follow the core beliefs of 

the LCMS
• To equip rural professional and 

lay leaders
• To support congregations in 

community engagement

Remember: RSTM is eligible for 
Thrivent Choice Dollars!
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Don’t forget: RSTM provides free monthly 
webinars on topics important to congre-
gations in town and country settings. Up 
next is “Teaching the Faith: Youth” on 
Jan. 12, 2017, with Rev. Todd Kollbaum, 
director, RSTM. Followed by “Teach-
ing the Faith: VBS” with Kayla Ronfeldt, 
Dennison, Iowa, on Feb. 23, 1–2 p.m. CST. 
Find past webinars in the webinar archive 
on our website as a free resource for use 
when you need it. 

Remember, you can register for 
our Engaging Your Community 

events (EYC) at lcms.org/rstm/
engaging-rural-communities. 

Also ask us about our newest events, 
Engaging the Wandering! Meant to part-
ner with the EYC, these events will offer 
practical resources and communication 
skills for reaching out to our  
wandering members.  

To see our calendar, 
visit lcms.org/rstm. 
Contact our office 
at 888-463-5127 or 
rstm@lcms.org. 

RSTM Events Update

A majority of seminary students 
come from the suburbs, yet over the 
last few years more than 50 percent 

of new graduates have received their first 
call from a rural or small-town church — 
placing these new pastors into a unique 
culture with many unexpected challenges 
and opportunities. 

For a week in November, RSTM took 
a few of these seminary students out into 
the country for a crash course in rural 

ministry. This rural immersion included 
insights from experienced pastors and lay 
leaders, trips to churches, rural nurs-
ing homes, Lutheran schools, different 
types of farms and the largest boot store 
around, plus there was even a chance to 
drive a tractor. 

Seminarian Craig Rinkus commented 
that the field trips were some of the most 
informative and fascinating parts of the 
whole experience. 

The rural immersion 
is just one of the many 
ways that RSTM seeks to 
help parishes and districts 
address the unique chal-
lenges and blessings fac-
ing rural and small town 
congregations. 

LCMS seminary students 
visit Hemme Dairy in Sweet 
Springs, Mo., as part of a rural 
immersion event.

http://lcms.org/rstm/engaging-rural-communities
http://lcms.org/rstm/engaging-rural-communities
http://www. lcms.org/rstm
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LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and encourages rural and small-
town congregations in engaging their communities and growing together in Christ 
through Word and Sacrament. 

Learn more about RSTM at lcms.org/rstm or by calling  
Amy at 888-463-5127. “Like” us on our Facebook page  
at facebook.com/lcmsrstm.

Click the Give Now button to support the work of RSTM.
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Certainly there are many good resources out there but her 
short answer is almost always … start with the Bible.”

Teaching the Faith:  

Youth
In her book Almost Christian, Kenda 

Creasy Dean quotes a study which 
states: “The more available religiously 
grounded relationships, activities, pro-
grams, opportunities and challenges are 
for teenagers, the more likely they will 
be religiously engaged and invested. In 
other words, ‘congregations that priori-
tize youth ministry and support for their 
parents, invest in trained and skilled 
youth group leaders and make serious 
efforts to engage and teach adolescents 
seem much more likely to draw youth 
into their religious lives and to foster 
religious and spiritual maturity in their 
young members.’”

Now, I can hardly think of anyone 
who could come up with a cogent argu-
ment against this statement. When 
presented with this concept, most people 
I encounter in the LCMS agree that this 
seems to be pretty much common sense. 
However, practically speaking, some-
where between common sense and prac-
tice, our thoughts and practice become 
divergent. We speak of our youth as the 
church of tomorrow so we endeavor to 
entertain them, hoping that once we have 
their attention we can somehow get them 
to stick around. Fun is great and we 
need to have fun. That is not a problem 
whatsoever. However, it can’t be the only 
thing. Or, we try to pull the old bait and 
switch with promises of fun, thinking 
that learning the faith can be snuck in 
here and there at opportune moments.

I have been less than appreciative of 
those who hide their real intentions and 
our youth are no different. Our children, 
our youth, our young adults are the 
church of today and are just as much in 
need of being trained up on pure spiri-
tual milk so that by it they, “may grow 
up into salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). We have 

Contributed by Rev. Todd Kollbaum, 
director, RSTM

what is essentially a fleeting opportunity 
with our young people. Let us then not 
waste a moment.

What then should we do? How can 
we do this? What are some resources for 
teaching the faith to our youth? Angela 
Kollbaum, our congregation’s youth 
leader and my wife, is often asked these 
same questions. Certainly there are many 
good resources out there but her short 
answer is almost always … start with the 
Bible. Seems simple enough. Read it with 
your youth, discuss what you’ve read and 
grow together by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. If you have questions yourself, 
ask your pastor or a teacher, make some 
phone calls or send some emails, the 
answers are out there, you don’t have 
to have them all. But the joy you’ll find 
there in God’s Word and the fellowship 

A youth event at Camp Dixie Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministry in Alabama.

of being gathered around it will prove 
invaluable!

So, have some fun! Throw some dodge 
balls, burn some firewood and make 
s’mores, sing, laugh … and grow in faith 
through God’s most precious Word!
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