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The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights and big information that your brain may or may not have 
'downloaded' from the prior Sunday. The purpose is to bolster you in faith, build you up in the key Biblical themes shared 
the previous Sunday in worship, to bring to mind the important issues on Bethany's plate and to broaden your awareness 
of opportunities of service to your Lord, your church, and your community. Tell a friend about The Bethany Bullet! 
(www.bethanylutheran.org)  

 
FROM WORSHIP:  

Sermon: “Grace + Gratitude = Generosity” 
Text:  Luke 18:18-27 – The Rich Ruler 
 Luke 19:1-10 – Zacchaeus  
 
Two men stand at the center of a pair of wonderful and connected stories.  Both men are rich, both men are 
powerful; both men come looking for Jesus.   
 
One is, in everyone’s eyes, a “good guy,” probably the president of his congregation, possibly a national 
officer of his religious body, a volunteer with the trustees and someone who would do just about anything. 
The other man is universally seen as a “bad guy,” he is seen as a liar, a cheat and a thief; his is despised by 
others and called a sinner right to his face. 
 
But there is a twist that surprises everyone and a lesson that is just right for us as we look at our own 
Renaissance project.  
 
Here is part one of the story. 
 

Luke 18:18-27 (The Rich Ruler) – GW® 
An official asked Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 

Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God.  You know the 
commandments:  Never commit adultery.  Never murder.  Never steal.  Never give false 
testimony.  Honor your father and your mother.” 
 

The official replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was a boy.” 
 

When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “You still need one thing.  Sell everything you have.  
Distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then follow me!” 
 

When the official heard this, he became sad, because he was very rich.  Jesus watched him and 
said, “How hard it is for rich people to enter God’s kingdom!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter God’s kingdom.” 
 

Those who heard Him asked, “Who, then, can be saved?” 
Jesus said, “The things that are impossible for people to do are possible for God to do.”    
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A18-27+&version=GW
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1-10+&version=GW


           The Bethany Bullet   

 

 2 

Week of 
4/30/2017 

 

Kind of a sad story about such a nice guy...This is the kind of person most pastors would love to have as a 
member of their congregation: pious, dependable, beyond reproach—Oh, and did I mention, he was rich? 
The perfect person to make a financial contribution to a capital campaign, don’t you think? 
  
This is also the kind of person who, when he dies, people come to the funeral home and say, “He was a 
good man.  If anybody is going to be there in heaven, he surely will be.  He was such a good guy!” 
 
And that was the problem with this man.  He was a good man. But even he, in his heart, must have known 
that he wasn’t good enough.  You see, being good doesn’t cut it with God.  
 
That may have been what was behind that little exchange at the beginning of the story where Jesus says, 
“No one is good except God.” (Luke 18:19b) 
 
And the only way goodness comes to us is if God Himself gives it as a free gift through the merit of Jesus 
Christ alone. 
 
But the rich young ruler was not looking for a gift from God.  He was looking to bargain with God. “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18) 
 
It was a question of the Law, and so Jesus dealt with him according to the Law.  And to those who heard the 
conversation, it would appear that if anyone could gain eternal life by the Law, this good man could certainly 
do it.  
 
So, Jesus starts listing all these commandments: no adultery, no stealing, no murder, no lying, honor your 
parents.  And the rich young ruler says, “I’ve obeyed all these commands since I was a boy.” (Luke 18:21) 
Now, be honest, do you think YOU could say that?  Never even told a lie to his mother when he was a kid?  
Always came when he was called?  I couldn’t! 
 
This was a good man.  Jesus didn’t even argue with him on that.  
 
The Rich Young Ruler followed the Law, but he was in pursuit of his own agenda not God’s.  He was doing 
good to get himself somewhere. It was not living under the “kingdom” rule of God that he desired.  It was 
being in control of his own life and destiny.   
 
How often have you done the same? 
 
So Jesus says, “You still need one thing.  Sell everything you have.  Distribute the money to the poor…then 
follow me!” (Luke 18:22) 
 
And suddenly it was as though all the air was being released from this proud, good man, and he collapsed in 
a pile looking up with sadness into the eyes of Jesus who said, “How hard it is for rich people to enter the 
kingdom of God!” (Luke 18:24) 
 
Remember that stanza from the hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”? 

And take they our life, goods fame, child, or wife 
Though these all be gone, they yet have nothing won. 
The kingdom ours remaineth.  
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You know, it was a lot easier for me to sing that song when I had no goods, fame, child or wife.  
 
The potential problem with wealth is that it makes you less willing to be under the kingdom or rule of God. 
And it makes you more desirous to be under your own rule and control of all your goods, fame, children and 
spouses.   
 
And so our story closes with these words, “Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” (Luke 18:25) 
 
And those who heard Jesus’ words said, “Who then can be saved?” (Luke 18:26) because they all thought 
the same way. 
 
Jesus’ response?  “The things that are impossible for people to do are possible for God to do.” (Luke 18:27) 
Now, don’t get distracted here, thinking, well, how does a camel fit through a needle?  Head first?  Tail first? 
Does the camel have one hump or two?  That is not the point. 
 
The point is, in the end, it is impossible. 
 
It seems that Jesus leaves us with no hope.  But just a few verses later we find hope in the story of another 
rich man. 
 

Luke 19:1-10 (Zacchaeus) – GW® 
Jesus was passing through Jericho.  A man named Zacchaeus was there.  He was the director of tax 
collectors, and he was rich.  He tried to see who Jesus was.  But Zacchaeus was a small man, and 
he couldn’t see Jesus because of the crowd.  So Zacchaeus ran ahead and climbed a fig tree to see 
Jesus, who was coming that way. 
 

When Jesus came to the tree, He looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down!  I must stay at your 
house today.” 
 

Zacchaeus came down and was glad to welcome Jesus into his home.  But the people who saw this 
began to express disapproval.  They said, “He went to be the guest of a sinner.” 
 

Later, at dinner, Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Lord, I’ll give half of my property to the 
poor.  I’ll pay four times as much as I owe to those I have cheated in any way.” 
 

Then Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “You and your family have been saved today.  You’ve shown that 
you, too, are one of Abraham’s descendants.  Indeed, the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save people who are lost.” 
 

Did you catch what happened in that story?  Did you see the twist?  A camel just went through the eye of a 
needle and a rich man entered the kingdom of God, and what is impossible for people to do became 
possible for God. 
 
And it all happened with little Zacchaeus sitting there like a fig in a tree waiting to be picked by a gracious 
God, reaching out to seek and to save even what the world would consider the worst of sinners. 
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It is the same grace of God that claimed you and me in baptism when, sitting in our sin, we were either 
helpless infants with nothing to offer God or helpless adults who realized we were bought as Luther said, 
“not with gold or silver, but with [Jesus’] holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, that I 
might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom.”  
 
That is how we enter through the eye of the needle into the kingdom of God, and that’s what motivates us 
to serve Him.   
 
The crowd that day just didn’t get it, grumbling and mumbling because Jesus was going to share a meal with 
sinners.  They were still back there with the Rich Young Ruler, lying like a deflated balloon in a pool of 
sadness, more interested in having good works serve them than in serving God. 
 
But Zacchaeus got it.  He knew he was being offered a gift, the gift of forgiveness of sins which brings life, 
hope, and salvation, and all he could do was celebrate it.  
  
This is the story of God’s math Grace + Gratitude = Generosity. 
 
Zacchaeus’ reaction to Jesus’ invitation and gift of grace was one of deep gratitude.  
 
He knew he did not deserve this visit from the Lord.  He heard the mumbling of the crowd, and he knew 
they were right.   
 
But he also saw the love of one who would risk the mocking of the crowd and the wrath of the “good” 
people to seek out someone like him.   
 
The son of Man had come to seek and to save the lost, and now salvation had come by God’s free gift to 
Zacchaeus’s house.  
 
The result of grace and gratitude was generosity.  Jesus never told Zacchaeus “You must make restitution” 
or “You need to give this much to the poor”.  Zacchaeus’s generosity flowed out of gratitude for the grace 
of God. 
 
The Rich Young Ruler asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Zacchaeus, on the other hand, knew 
he had been given eternal life as a gift from Jesus.  His question then was, “Since God has given me eternal 
life in Christ, how shall I live that life now?” 
 
You and I have been given the same gift that was given to Zacchaeus by the grace of God.  Your sin is 
forgiven on account of Christ.  
 
Today we sit in the place of Zacchaeus.  On our own, unable to gain heaven let alone go through the eye of a 
needle.  But God has given you new life in Christ so you can ask, “How can I live that new life now?” 
 
You heard this morning the report of where we stand with the commitments to our Renaissance project.  
You have heard the need this congregation has.   
 
In our two stories today we see that approaching this based on the Law and duty will result in grumbling and 
sadness. This is no way for this congregation to move forward with the Renaissance project. 
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We endeavor to move forward by seeing the grace that God has upon us, the free gift that came, purchased 
and won on the cross and we seek to live generous lives that flow from thanksgiving and a sincere desire to 
live our lives under the kingdom of God. 
 
In the season of Easter we reflect upon the significance of God’s grace in our lives and we seek to respond 
with gratitude for what was accomplished on the cross and through the open tomb and in so doing we 
desire to learn once again what we find in Luther’s Small Catechism “to live under Him in His Kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. This is most certainly true.” 
 
Our desire is to live by God’s math Grace + Gratitude = Generosity.  May we do so with the help of God. 
Let us pray… 

-Pastor Seth Moorman 

 
 
FROM THE CHIMES: 
Looking for more information? Bethany’s website contains up-to-date information 

on all programs and upcoming events! www.bethanylutheran.org 
 
 

 
 
Praise and Thanksgiving were given the Lord on Sunday, in both the forms of applause and 
singing of the doxology as it was announced that through gifts received and commitments made 
$2,451,000 is forthcoming to Bethany's Renaissance.   
 

Renaissance VIMEO: 
Click HERE to watch our Renaissance video. If you are unable to open the link, please copy/paste this into your 
browser to view link: https://vimeo.com/203911883   

 

Renaissance Slideshow:  
Click HERE for a link to the slideshow document that previews our anticipated Renaissance Project. If you unable to 
open link, please copy/paste this into your browser to view the link: 
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/files/pdfs/Church/church%20presentation%20January%202016.pdf  
 
 

 

Upcoming Dates to Note: 
 

Listed in Date order… 
 

Wednesday, May 3 – National Day of Prayer Service @ 7:00PM  
Guest Speaker: Michael Peffer, Pacific Justice Institute 
You won’t want to miss inspiring stories by Attorney Michael Peffer defending religious freedom; 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
https://vimeo.com/203911883
https://vimeo.com/203911883
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/files/pdfs/Church/church%20presentation%20January%202016.pdf
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/files/pdfs/Church/church%20presentation%20January%202016.pdf
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patriotic songs, military tribute to Bethany veterans, prayer for leaders, and candlelit circle of “God 
Bless America!” Refreshments and childcare provided. -Community Impact Committee 
 

Saturday, May 5 – Bethany Night at Angel’s Stadium 
Join us on Friday, May 5th for a fun filled evening watching the Angels take on the Houston Astros at 
7:00PM.  Tickets are just $12 each and are in the first few rows of section #508 on the third base 
side.  You can contact Pastor Seth to reserve your tickets (smoorman@bethanylutheran.org).  
 

 

Saturday, May 6 – Mission India Tea  
Doors Open at 10:30AM and the Tea is 11:00AM to 2:00PM. All are welcome to join the celebration 
for a full tea/luncheon and a presentation by our guest speaker Maryama Burger, author of From 
the Crescent to the Cross. She will share her journey from being raised as a little Somali 
shepherdess, her travels to other countries and struggles in life through different religions and life 
styles until she finally discovers the Cross and its meaning and how it has changed her life. This is a 
story you will not want to miss. We are in need of table hostesses. Please contact Cindy Stock at 
(562) 818-4643 if you have questions or are interested. All proceeds will benefit Mission India. 
Hoping you will be able to join us for a wonderful afternoon of food, fellowship, and worship. 
Tickets are $20; Contact Cindy Stock if you wish to still attend.   

  
 

Sunday, May 7 – Red Cross Blood Drive @ Bethany! 
Once again the American Red Cross will be set up in Bethany’s gym on Sunday, May 7, with 
appointments from 8:30AM to 2:45PM to receive blood donations. A pint of your blood has the 
potential to save up to three lives, and only the human body can produce it. The need for this 
precious substance is ongoing; every two seconds someone in America requires a blood transfusion. 
Please prayerfully consider a blood donation. Your blood can be a help to someone in need. 
Appointments are preferred…but walk-in’s are welcome too. Please visit the blood drive table on 
Sunday morning to schedule a time. Alternatively, you can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org, 
Sponsor Code: BLC. An option for smartphone users is to schedule using the RedCrossBlood app.  

– Mark Hansen, Blood Drive Coordinator  
Saturday, May 20 – Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 

 Our once-a-month Saturday group continues to grow steadily, thanks to the gracious goodness of our 
Heavenly Father! We do still have plenty of room for YOU, so please consider joining us this month 
on Saturday, May 20th, 8:00 to 9:30AM in the Parish Lounge. We enjoy a meal prepared by one of 
our members from about 8 to 8:30AM, and then do our study until 9:25AM or so. You are welcome 
to join us at any point during the 90 minutes we are here! We are currently studying the Gospel of 
John, so bring your Bible and I will give you a study guide. We meet monthly on the 3rd Saturday.  

– Karl Fink 
 
Friday, June 2 – Paint Nite for Mission Alaska  

Join us for a fun night out Friday, June 2nd to support the Bethany Lutheran Mission Alaska team! 
Paint Nite invites you to create art with friends, guided by a professional artist and party host. Grab 
your friends and spend two hours painting and laughing, and flexing your creative muscles. There is 
no experience necessary and well provide all the supplies, so you don’t have to worry about a thing 
(except having a great time!).  The event begins promptly at 7:00p.m. Please allow extra time to get 
settled. Tickets are $45 per person. Mission Alaska earns $15 for every ticket purchased. You can 
sign up online by visiting the Bethany Facebook page and on our Bethany website or click HERE!  You 
can also visit the Alaska Paint Nite table in Friendship Square and sign up on an iPad.  

mailto:smoorman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.paintnite.com/events/_1180057
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Sunday, June 4* (Date change…no longer on May 21st) – Informational Meeting for a Mission Trip to 
Guatamala @ 12:00PM in the Youth Center 

The Lord has graciously opened the door for Bethany to take a mission group to Guatemala. We will 
be joining a few staff members and students from Concordia, Irvine in November of 2017. We will 
be serving the people of El Progresso, Guatemala as we lead VBS for the children, crafts for the 
women, spend quality time buy doing home-visits with the villagers, and more. There will be an 
initial informational meeting Sunday, May 21st at noon in the Youth Room. Come hear from Andrew 
Andersen and Kayleigh Belvery as they share their experiences and invite you to join the Bethany 
team, for November 2017! 

 
 

 

 
 

 MAY 2017  

  
Newsletter & Calendar is ready for Download!  

The Newsletter is on the website (www.bethanylutheran.org).  
There are printed copies of the current newsletter available in the church office and narthex.  
Click on Link Options below - If you wish to go directly to the…  

1. Newsletter homepage 
2. This month’s MAY 2017 Chimes Newsletter 
3. This month’s MAY 2017 Calendar 
4. Articles for the JUNE 2017 Newsletter are due by Monday, May 15. Please email articles to Aimee 

Coleman (acoleman@bethanylutheran.org).  
 

 

 

Electronic Giving  
By giving electronically, the amount you designate will be withdrawn automatically from your checking or savings account 
on the date(s) you specify. You can ensure that Bethany gets your contribution on a regular basis, even when you're on 
vacation. To sign up, go to www.bethanylutheran.org, click on "Electronic Giving" on the left side of the page. Then follow 
the easy prompts.  

 

Stay Connected! 
Bethany Lutheran School - Below is the link to the school’s newsletter page.  

 Click HERE or copy/paste this into your browser (http://www.bethanylutheran.org/716624.ihtml) 
 

Follow Bethany on… 
Bethany App 
Download the Bethany Lutheran App on your device from the App Store or Google Play today and keep up-to-date on 
what is happening at Bethany.   

 

Twitter: 
 Search @Revkevbethany on www.Twitter.com    

 Or by going to the church website and clicking on the Twitter button on our homepage.  

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://bethanylutheran.org/612090.ihtml
http://bethanylutheran.org/files/pdfs/Monthly%20Chimes%20and%20Calendar/May17Chimes.pdf
http://bethanylutheran.org/files/pdfs/Monthly%20Chimes%20and%20Calendar/May17Calendar.pdf
mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/716624.ihtml
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/716624.ihtml
http://www.twitter.com/


           The Bethany Bullet   

 

 8 

Week of 
4/30/2017 

 

 (or click here: Twitter link) 

Facebook:  
 Search “Bethany Lutheran Church, Long Beach” on www.Facebook.com  

 Or by going to the church website and clicking on the Facebook button on our homepage.  

 (or click here: Facebook link) 
 

Did you know you can hear sermons via pod casts and get congregational information via the Bethany website? Click 
here for POD CASTS *If unable to open above link, copy/paste this shortcut to your browser: 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/620970.ihtml  

http://twitter.com/RevKevBethany
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bethany-Lutheran-Church-Long-Beach-CA/151807531537036
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/620970.ihtml
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/620970.ihtml

