


Five is not the magic age to enter kindergarten. A child’s birthday
does not mean that all aspects of development come foge'fht_ar on ﬂ"\ai
day. Children develop at different rates. And even within a t.:hlld,
different skills necessary for kindergarten develop at different tfimes.
While a child may be ready academically, they may need more time for
social, emotional, or motor skills to develop.

If your teacher suggests that another year of preschool may be
beneficial, we ask you to consider giving your child the gift of time.

Often, a child who needs more time is one with a birthday in the second
half of the year. California and most other si - a September 1
age cut-off, some other states cut off e
birthdays, especially boys, as they tend t
should really be sure their child is ready.
being a student. Why not give them the cl

What are the benefits to waiting?

¢ More confidence
Allowing another year to grow
confidence. As a child becomes r
were previously difficult, the chi
areas of their life as well. Most ¢
attitude.

¢ More leadership skills
Most children who complete another
leaders of their class. Now that
students and they have already h Y
naturally fall into more of a leadershi

"Statistics show that children wh

easily led to negative behavior

more positive leaders.” -~
Jennifer Burnett,

What are some of the benef
concrete r
year saw



“As a current preschool teacher and parent of a child who was “red-
shirted” at age 4, I really feel the best gift you can give your child is
the gift of time. Time to be a kid, time to grow and learn - a chance
to be on top rather than always on the bottom and struggling to catch
up. My daughter was the first to get her driver’s license - a big
self-esteem boost and confidence builder. Also, she didn’'t seem to be
as susceptible to peer pressure and was more the leader of her group.

Maybe being older helped her make better choices as a teenager!”
Bobbi Delaunay, Teacher and Supervisor of Education, Holy Cross Lutheran M,

“We were advised to give our child an
spring conference. The decision in my
was hard because I knew his friends
without him. While we knew that
letters, shapes, and colors, we were
we could work with him. What
interested in sitting and doing his w
rarely saw work come home and he
drawing. He rarely raised his hand or !
even after being with most of them
was asked to do his work, he did it v
painful it was for him. So, this was
we knew we could not change nature,
year at Grace. Now that Ryan has
year, we have seen such changes in |
doing work at home! I have receiy
I ever could have imagined. He |
has an answer!). He also is
fellow students’ well being.
has done for him! I feel like
and important part of his |
in himself and loves to he
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and a little quiet. The extra maturity was reall?r a blgssing when :he
hit all the peer pressures of Jr. High. We made it a Pomt to‘ keep e:
challenged with music lessons, etc. because we felt it was importan
for kids to know that not everything is so easy. Asbl tell paren'rs.of
my students, it is more fun taking children to the library and. finding
ways to keep them challenged than to constantly be .fuforlng and
playing catch-up at home. (She got some great sc.holarshlps when she
graduated from high school last spring too!) The gift of time can be a
good thing. | e~

Bev Gruenwald, Early Childhood Ministry Director and Prc ; ach ro

If you are considering the gift of time for ye
following list of kindergarten ready skills
Your child need not master every skill on t
unable to do a lot of these tasks, then the extr
beneficial to them. ]
Can your child jump and hop?

Can your child handle snaps, but
Does your child make friends eas
Does your child participate in group
Can your child control their own bel
Can your child sit still and listen
Can your child sustain their atten
Can your child write their name,
Can your child follow multi-step d
Does your child recognize most
numbers 1-107
¢ Can your child cut on a line, holdir
¢+ Can your child take
¢+ Can your child repeat a patt
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