
11. Palestine FINAL 

 

 

DECLARATION FOR AN END TO GENOCIDE IN PALESTINE 

 

A Resolution of Witness 

 

 

 

1 TEXT OF THE MOTION 

2 

3 WHEREAS international bodies and agencies including the UN General Assembly,1 The 

4 International Criminal Court,2 Genocide Watch,3 Amnesty International4 and Human Rights 

5 Watch5 have each conducted investigations within the past 18 months and concluded that the 

6 actions of the State of Israel in Palestine constitute war crimes, crimes against humanity, and 

7 genocide; and 

8 

9 WHEREAS more than 200 journalists and media workers have been killed in targeted attacks by 

10 the Israeli Defense Force making it the deadliest ever conflict for journalists6; and 
11 

12 WHEREAS medical providers in Gaza7 have reported that there is a pattern of children having 

13 been killed by single gunshot wounds to the head or torso indicating targeted killing, medical aid 

14 and supplies have been blocked from entering Gaza by the Israeli military, over 1,000 medical 

15 workers have been killed by Israeli forces,8 and hospitals have been targeted by the Israeli 

16 Defense Force9; and 

17 

18 WHEREAS as of March 22, 2025, at least 50,523 Palestinians in Gaza and 905 Palestinians in 

19 the West Bank have directly been killed by the Israeli Defense Forces since October 7, 2023, of 

20 which an estimated 15,781 were children10; and 

21 

22 WHEREAS between October 7, 2023, and September 30, 2024, an estimated 67,413+ 

23 Palestinians in Gaza were killed indirectly by starvation, lack of access to medical care, and water 

24 contamination11; and 

25 

26 WHEREAS since March 2, 2025, the State of Israel, has blocked aid supplies including food, 

27 fuel, water, and medicine from entering Gaza, and the Israeli defense minister, Israel Katz, said, 

28 “Israel’s policy is clear: no humanitarian aid will enter Gaza”12; and 

29 

30 WHEREAS on March 18, 2025, the State of Israel resumed airstrikes on Gaza ending the 

31 ceasefire agreement13 a mere two months after the ceasefire was agreed to14; and 

32 

33 WHEREAS the U.S. federal government has used tax-funded dollars to give the State of Israel 

34 approximately $34 billion in military weapons, arms, and other financial support between 

35 October 2023 and March 2025, at least 69% of Israel’s arms imports come from the US, and US 

36 made military vehicles and weapons have been identified as being used to conduct acts of 

37 genocide15; and 

38 

39 WHEREAS the U.S. Government has violated the federal Leahy Law which prohibits the U.S. 

40 Government, “from using funds for assistance to units of foreign security forces where there is 
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41 credible information implicating that unit in the commission of gross violations of human rights 

42 (GVHR).”16; and 

43 

44 WHEREAS the U.S. government has disregarded the International Criminal Court’s arrest 

45 warrants17 for Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, and 

46 instead welcomed Netanyahu as a guest to the White House18 and Congress19; and 

47 

48 WHEREAS U.S. President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu have plans 

49 underway to relocate Palestinians in Gaza to other countries, permanently displacing them, and 

50 taking their homeland to use as a real estate project20; and 

51 

52 WHEREAS the right to free speech as protected by the U.S. Constitution has been violated by 

53 arrests, imprisonment, deportation, and violent attacks by law enforcement on Pro-Palestinian 

54 activists21; and 

55 

56 WHEREAS the Thirty-Third General Synod of the United Church of Christ passed a Declaration 
57 for Just Peace Between Palestine and Israel22 in 2021, following a tradition of decades of support 

58 and advocacy for healing and restitution, and a condemnation of violence; 

59 

60 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Thirty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of 

61 Christ adopts the following declaration: 

62 

63 1.  We affirm that all are made in God’s image and are deserving of life free from 

64 oppression, persecution, and violence. 

65 

66 2.  We denounce all acts of the U.S. Government and the State of Israel that contribute to 

67 a continuation of the genocide of the Palestinian people. 

68 

69 3.  We affirm that the ongoing genocide of the Palestinian people perpetrated by the State 

70 of Israel and supported by the U.S. is a humanitarian crisis that 

71 calls for immediate action. 

72 

73 4. We reject any theology or ideology including Christian Zionism, Supercessionism, 

74 antisemitism, anti-Arab, anti-Palestinian, or anti-Islam bias that would privilege or 

75 exclude any one nation, race, culture or religion within God’s universal economy of 

76 grace23. 

77 

78 5.  We affirm the obligation of the U.S. to recognize international law, immediately cease 

79 all sales and transfers of military arms and financial support to the State of Israel, and 

80 use all legal and diplomatic tools to help bring about a permanent peace which 

81 includes: protection of the rights of Palestinians to live in their homeland free from 

82 violence, to uphold their human rights, to be released from military occupation, the 

83 rights of refugees to return to their homes, and their right to self-determination. 

84 

85 6.  We affirm the obligation of the State of Israel to immediately end the attacks on 

86 Palestinians, end military occupation, and to expedite critical aid to enter Gaza, and 

87 pay restitution to the Palestinian people. 
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88 

89 7.  We reject the idea that any criticism of policies of the State of Israel is inherently 

90 antisemitic, and we oppose the efforts of U.S. federal and state governments to limit 

91 free speech. 

92 

93 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all settings of the United Church of Christ be encouraged to 

94 receive this Resolution as a prophetic call and commit to: 

95 

96 1.  Stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people and to denounce the ongoing genocide 

97 whether that be through the context of public witness, legislative advocacy, legal 

98 action, or non-violent direct action. 

99 

100 2.  Call on our government to cease providing financial sponsorship, military arms, and 

101 political cover to the State of Israel for acts of genocide. 

102 

103 3.  Denounce hate and violence in all its forms including that rooted in Islamophobia, 
104 anti-Palestinian and anti-Arab bias, and antisemitism, as contrary to the teachings of 

105 Jesus and the love of God for all humanity. 

106 

107 4.  Share this declaration, pray, and speak within our congregations and 

108 communities about the genocide in Palestine. 

109 

110 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Thirty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of 

111 Christ encourages the National Setting, Conferences, Associations, and the Local Church to 

112 increase capacity and resources to support and advocate for an immediate end to the genocide of 

113 the Palestinian people. 

114 

115 FUNDING: The funding for the implementation of the Resolution will be made in accordance 

116 with the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 

117 

118 IMPLEMENTATION: The Officers of the Church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or 

119 other entities within the United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body. 
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