Lower Blackwood Land Champions
BROCK MURRAY
AN ACCIDENTAL FARMER

“I was pretty green
when I started this,
I couldn’t have done it
without the support of the
Rosa Glen community”
“I never would have dreamed of it” Brock laughs as we talk about how he got here, a farm manager for no less than a 370
head herd of pure Black Angus cattle in Rosa Glen. Brock Murray, originally from Wollongong New South Wales, tells me,
“I wasn’t great at school, so I tried a stint in the army”, but army life was not for Brock. He started working in hospitality,
bar work and front of house in restaurants. Being from the south coast in NSW Brock was a keen surfer, he and his
brother saved for a surfing adventure around Australia. Chasing waves naturally the brothers landed in Margaret River. “I
fell in love with the place”, he says, “ I went home with the intention of returning for a 3 month stint”. In 2001 Brock came
to Margaret River and never left.
Margaret River offered Brock many opportunities to work in hospitality, bar work at the Knights Inn and front of house at
Xanadu Wines. Living in a wine region also provided him the chance to start working in the vineyards, learning aspects of
both viticulture & horticulture. In 2008, “someone noticed I was a hard worker and this opportunity arose”. Aaron (the land
owner) sat me down and put a plan in front of me, he said it’s a blank canvas Brock, let’s see how many brushstrokes we
can put on this canvas… let’s make something”.
It’s been eleven years and quite a journey, “I was pretty green when I started this, I couldn’t have done it without the
support and advice of the Rosa Glen community”. Since 2008, Brock has installed 25 km of fencing, including fencing off
the three creek lines that run through the property; planted trees, rehabilitated riparian areas and built up the quality and
numbers of the Black Angus herd. “I love looking after the animals, sometimes you see death, but seeing 155 calves born
in the last nine weeks, bringing life into this world, it's inspiring”. Brock has been building up the genetics of his herd, an
important feature, choosing a breeding bull with low birth weight, “they come out smaller and we have to assist less and
less. In the last two years I have not had to assist with any of the births”.
When Brock first started this role, one of his mentors shared with him, “it’s all about observation and that is still true” Brock
maintains, “you always have to be watching and responding”. This means there is not so much down time but luckily
Brock loves the outdoors, “it’s an incredible environment to live and work in and being a surfer, I love watching the
weather”. These days Brock is lucky to surf five to six times a month, the farm and the animals take priority. With no
farming background, Brock Murray has found his calling, working on and with the landscape, understanding the elements
and caring for the animals. “It’s a humble profession, Brock expresses, “I feel connected to the earth, the weather and I’ve
got to plan and react to what’s going on, it’s fantastic!”.
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A HEALTHY CATCHMENT STARTS WITH
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

